Rev 9:3



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun KAPNOS, meaning “from the smoke.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come out; come forth; go out.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that locusts produced the action of coming out from the smoke.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun AKRIS, which means “the desert locust, a migratory phase of the grasshopper: used as food by John the Baptist Mt 3:4; Mk 1:6.  They appear at the fifth trumpet Rev 9:3, 7.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”
“And then from the smoke locusts came out on the earth;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: was given.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the locusts received the action of being given something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the locusts (which is in the feminine plural).  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “freedom, power, or absolute authority” (BDAG, p. 352).
“and power was given to them”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive or customary present for what is now going on and customarily occurs.


The active voice indicates that scorpions produce the action of having similar freedom, power, and authority on the earth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “freedom, power, and/or authority.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun SKORPIOS, meaning “a species of vermin, scorpions (an arachnid, 4 to 5 inches long) common in southern latitudes, much feared because of its sting Rev 9:3, 5, 10; Lk 10:19; 11:12.”
  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”
“like the scorpions of the earth have power.”
Rev 9:3 corrected translation
“And then from the smoke locusts came out on the earth; and power was given to them like the scorpions of the earth have power.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then from the smoke locusts came out on the earth;”

a.  John continues his description of the first woe.  He sees locusts coming out of the smoke as it belches forth from the earth.  This woe is similar to the plague of locusts against Egypt in Ex 10:4-19.  Part of the background for this passage is given in Joel 1-2.

b.  “Locusts are of many species.  The ordinary Syrian locust resembles the grasshopper, but is larger and more destructive.  The legs and thighs of these insects are so powerful that they can leap to a height of two hundred times the length of their bodies.  When so raised they spread their wings and fly so close together as to appear like one compact moving mass.  The devastations they make in Eastern lands are often very appalling.  The invasions of locusts are the heaviest calamites that can befall a country.  Their numbers exceed computation: the Hebrews called them ‘the countless,’ and the Arabs knew them as ‘the darkeners of the sun.’  Unable to guide their own flight, though capable of crossing large spaces, they are at the mercy of the wind, which bears them as blind instruments of Providence to the doomed region given over to them for the time.  Innumerable as the drops of water or the sands of the seashore, their flight obscures the sun and casts a thick shadow on the earth (Ex 10:15; Judg 6:5; 7:12; Jer 46:23; Joel 2:10).  It seems indeed as if a great aerial mountain, many miles in breadth, were advancing with a slow, unresting progress.  Woe to the countries beneath them if the wind fall and let them alight!  They descend unnumbered as flakes of snow and hide the ground.  It may be ‘like the garden of Eden before them, but behind them is a desolate wilderness.  At their approach the people are in anguish; all faces lose their color’ (Joel 2:6).  No walls can stop them; no ditches arrest them; fires kindled in their path are forthwith extinguished by the myriads of their dead, and the countless armies march on (Joel 2:8-9).  If a door or a window be open, they enter and destroy everything of wood in the house.  Every terrace, court, and inner chamber is filled with them in a moment.  Such an awful visitation swept over Egypt (Ex 10:1–19), consuming before it every green thing, and stripping the trees, till the land was bared of all signs of vegetation.  A strong north-west wind from the Mediterranean swept the locusts into the Red Sea.”


c.  These locusts represent a demon army of Satan under the control of one of Satan’s commanding generals, the angel of the abyss—Abaddon (his Hebrew name) or Apollyon (his Greek name).  “Heavy evidence favors the identification of these locusts as demons or fallen angels who assume locust-like form.  They have an angel as their leader.  They come from the Abyss where evil spirits are imprisoned.  Their attack against men rather than consuming of green vegetation points to their demonic nature.  They have a form such as no human being has ever seen.  What emerges to afflict rebellious mankind is a horde of supernatural creatures bent on spreading as much misery as possible.”


d.  This demon army is so huge at first site it looks like locust swarming over the earth as it comes forth from the Abyss.  But as John continues to look, he sees and describes more carefully the characteristics of these ‘locusts’, which are clearly not literal insects.


e.  “The scorpion like the locust was a natural symbol for the demonic ‘powers’.  Their purpose is to intimidate, demoralize, and terrorize the earth-dwellers.”

2.  “and power [freedom, authority] was given to them”

a.  This demon army is given power, freedom, or authority to torture mankind on the earth, but do no harm to any of the 144,000 believers sealed by God (mentioned in chapter 7).

b.  Jesus Christ grants Satan the power and authority to torture unbelievers on the earth, which Satan, in turn, delegates to Abaddon, who directs this demon army.  Jesus Christ is still in control of history.

c.  If Satan had his way, he would kill all of mankind right now, but is restrained by the power and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  Whatever freedom and authority Satan and his demon forces have is authority and freedom given to them by God.


e.  Neither Satan nor any demon is permitted to touch us without God’s permission.  An example of this is stated by our Lord in:



(1)  Lk 8:32, “Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons implored Him to permit them to enter the swine.  And He gave them permission.”


(2)  Lk 22:31, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat.”
3.  “like the scorpions of the earth have power.”

a.  This demon army is more like scorpions than like locusts.  Locusts eat everything in sight.  Scorpions sting, which causes great pain and suffering.

b.  “Scorpions are nocturnal, inhabiting warm, dry climates, and are prone to enter houses and seek asylum in clothing, beds, cracks, and crevices.  The scorpion has a poison sting at the tip of its tail used to paralyze its prey.  Scorpions do not intentionally attack humans, but they will sting a human out of self-defense.  In the OT scorpions are associated with the dangers of the wilderness (Dt 8:15).  Rehoboam refers to scorpions analogously in reference to his proposed harsh, stinging rule over the people (1 Kg 12:11, 14 = 2 Chr 10:11, 14).  Ezekiel’s call by God includes an analogy of the sting of the scorpion to the rebellious nature of the people (Ezek 2:6).  Jesus speaks of scorpions as dangerous (Lk 10:19) and undesirable (11:12).  In Revelation an analogy is made to the sting of scorpions as an indication of torture and harm (Rev 9:3, 5, 10).”


c.  This demon army is permitted to cause great pain and physical suffering, but not kill mankind.  This torment will continue for five months.
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