Rev 9:16



 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact,” followed by the nominative masculine singular subject from the article and noun ARITHMOS, meaning “the number” (BDAG, p. 130) plus the possessive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun STRATEUMA, meaning “of the armies” (BDAG, p. 947) plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and adjective HIPPIKOS, meaning “the cavalry: the troops of cavalry Rev 9:16.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun DISMURIAS, meaning “a double myriad (i.e. 20,000) Rev 9:16; the undefined plural suggests several units of twenty-thousand multiplied by 10,000.”
  With this we have genitive of content from the feminine plural noun MURIAS, meaning “a group/collective of 10,000, myriad” (BDAG, p. 661).  Literally this is two ten thousands of ten thousand, which is 2 x 10,000 x 10,000 or two hundred million.  The nominative subject and predicate nominative suggest the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI = [is].
“In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million;”
 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “I heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of hearing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ARITHMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their number.”
“I heard their number.”
Rev 9:16 corrected translation
“In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million; I heard their number.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million;”

a.  John continues his description by mentioning something that was noteworthy or worthy of special emphasis—the number of cavalry in this demon army was 200,000,000.

b.  Most commentators say that this number is not literal but represents a vast innumerable army.  However, if John wanted to say it was innumerable, then he would have said something like he said in Rev 7:9, “After these things I looked, and behold, a large crowd, which no one was able to count.”


c.  The other thing that tells us this is a literal number is the fact that John states this in his next statement: ‘I heard their number’.  He wasn’t making this number up or guessing at it, or approximating it.  He heard their number stated by someone else and tells us the exact number of demons in this army.


d.  The cavalry was the most feared force in the ancient world.  So the picture being presented here by John is something so awesome and fearsome to be beyond imagination.  Dr. Osborne points out that “the Roman army in the first century was composed of twenty-five legions or about 125,000 soldiers, and they had an auxiliary army of comparable size.  This [demon army] was a thousand times that number, and that fact would not go unnoticed by the first century reader.”


e.  The plural nouns armies and their groupings into ten or twenty thousand, indicates an organized army of groups of cavalry, which means leadership and authority and a hierarchy within the cavalry corps of the fallen angels.

f.  The point of this large number is that there are more than enough demons in this army to carry out the will of Satan and kill one third of mankind.  As Dr. Osborne says, “Thus this unbelievably huge and terrifying demonic cavalry would be an unstoppable force.”
  It will not take long for these demons to carry out the will of Satan.  Imagine one third of the population of your city, county, state, or nation being killed within days or weeks.  The stench alone would be horrible, not to mention the work of the living attempting to bury all those dead bodies.


g.  Also the effect on all the economies of the world will be disastrous.  Normal commerce and work will cease.  One third of the workers of the world will be dead and those still alive will take weeks and months to bury them.  It takes seven months to bury the dead after the battle of Armageddon (Ezek 39:12); this will probably take just as long.
2.  “I heard their number.”

a.  We do not know who John heard this from or the context of the rest of the conversation, but the implication is that more was being said than what John relates to us here.

b.  The importance of this statement by John is that he is recording in Scripture exactly what was revealed to him and what he was permitted to write.

c.  The exact number of enemy cavalry is given to indicate two things to us:



(1)  There is still a large population of unbelievers on the earth at this point of the Tribulation in spite of all the previous disastrous judgments.



(2)  There is a huge number of fallen angels executing the will of Satan.  This army of 200,000,000 does not even include any of the operational demons on the earth today.
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