Rev 9:13



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective HEKTOS, meaning “the sixth” and the noun AGGELOS, meaning “angel.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SALPIZW, which means “to sound/blow a trumpet.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the sixth angel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact/reality.
“Then the sixth angel sounded a trumpet;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: I heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one voice or a single voice” (BDAG, p. 292).  (Some commentators say that this is the use of cardinal adjective as an indefinite article in the Greek.  The problem with this view is that the Greek has no indefinite article, and when the Greeks wanted to indicate an indefinite idea, they could easily do so by saying  = I heard a voice.  The addition of MIAN would be redundant and needless.  John wasn’t just adding words to add words.  As inspired Scripture, every word is in Scripture for a specific reason and purpose.  That Christ issues commands has already been seen in Rev 6:6, “And then I heard as it were a voice in the middle of the four living beings, saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a day’s wages and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, but do not damage olive oil and wine’.”)  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the neuter plural article, the cardinal adjective TESSARES (=four), and the noun KERAS, meaning literally the horn of an animal, like a ram’s horn, but used of “horn-shaped projections, corners or simply ends, extensions of the altar Rev 9:13.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun THUSIASTERION plus the genitive neuter singular article and adjective CHRUSOUS, meaning “of the golden altar.”  Then we have the appositional genitive neuter singular article used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which,” followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “before God.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  This last phrase  is identical to the phase found in Rev 8:3 () (Rev 8:3 is in the accusative case, while Rev 9:13 is in the genitive case), indicating that these two altars are the same altar; that is, the golden altar of incense.
“and I heard a single voice from the four corners of the golden altar which is before God,”
Rev 9:13 corrected translation
“Then the sixth angel sounded a trumpet; and I heard a single voice from the four corners of the golden altar which is before God,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the sixth angel sounded a trumpet;”

a.  As with the previous five angels who signaled the beginning of action by sounding their trumpets, so the sixth of the seven angels is now signaled by our Lord to sound his trumpet, and he does.

b.  This initiates one of the most horrible judgments of God against unbelievers on earth in all of human history—the killing of one-third of the population of the earth.
2.  “and I heard a single voice from the four corners of the golden altar which is before God,”

a.  As soon as this trumpet sounds, John hears a single voice coming from the golden altar of incense, which is before God the Father.

b.  This golden altar of incense was mentioned and described in Rev 8:3.  It represents the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, who intercedes for us before God the Father.

c.  The single voice being heard from the golden altar is the voice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Another interpretation is that the voice is the voice of the “another angel” of Rev 8:3, “And then another angel came and stood before the altar, having a golden incense-burner.  And much incense was given to him, in order that he might offer [it] with the prayers of all the saints [Tribulational believers] on the golden altar which is before the throne.”  This is based upon the fact that in Rev 19:5 an angel gives a command to all the other angels in heaven to worship Jesus Christ.)  The altar represents Christ and the voice coming from the altar is the voice of our Lord.


d.  The horns or corners of the altar were “hornlike projections that extended upward from the four corners of the altar.  They are mentioned in Ex 27:2; Lev 4:7; 1 Kg 1:50; 2:28.”
  The four corners or horns of the golden altar represent the four attributes of the integrity of God involved in the judgment of mankind: righteousness, justice, love, and grace.


(1)  The righteousness of God demands judgment against the unbelievers who murdered tribulational saints, refused to believe in Christ, and continue to worship demons.



(2)  The justice of God executes what the righteousness of God demands.



(3)  The love of God is demonstrated toward martyred believers in heaven by executing the righteous judgment on those who murdered them.  The love of God is demonstrated toward believers still on earth by executing those who seek to murder them.



(4)  The grace of God is demonstrated toward the remainder of the unbelievers living on the earth, by not killing them and giving them another opportunity to believe in Christ.

e.  The Lord Jesus Christ is now specifically answering the prayers of the believers associated with this altar.  Rev 6:9-10, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’”
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