Rev 8:12



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, ordinal adjective TETARTOS and noun AGGELOS, meaning “the fourth angel.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SALPIZW, which means “to blow or sound a trumpet.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the fourth angel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no possessive pronoun “[his];” it is implied from the context.
“And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PLĒSSW, which means “to strike with force, strike of flames of fire (of lightning); of divinely-administered ‘blows’ or disasters that come to persons or things (Ex 9:31f; Ps 101:5); of heavenly bodies, which lose one third of their light as the result of a blow Rev 8:12.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which emphasizes the entire action as a fact.

The passive voice indicates that one third of the sun, moon and stars received the action of being struck by this angel and the angelic forces under his command.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “a third” plus the partitive genitive/ablative from the masculine singular article and noun HĒLIOS, meaning “of the sun.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “a third” with the partitive ablative from the feminine singular article and noun SELĒNĒ, meaning “of the moon” (BDAG, p. 918).  Then we have the additive function of KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “a third” with the partitive ablative from the masculine plural article and noun ASTĒR, meaning “of the stars.”  This also includes the concept of the planets as light reflecting objects, just as the moon is a light reflecting object.
“And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a blending of purpose and result here and should be translated “that.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb SKOTIZW, meaning “to be/become dark, be darkened, literally of the sun which, in times of tribulation, loses its radiance (Eccl 12:2; Isa 13:10) Mt 24:29; Mk 13:24; Rev 8:12.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that a third of the sun, moon, and stars receive the action of being darkened.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the intended result of striking these light bearing and light reflecting objects.
Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “a third” plus the partitive genitive/ablative from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of them” and referring to the sun, moon, and stars.
“that a third of them might be darkened,”
 is the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the day.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PHAINW, which means “to shine: might not shine” (BDAG, p. 1046).

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the daytime produces the action of not shining for a third of its time.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the intended result of striking these light bearing and light reflecting objects.

This is followed by the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS with the partitive genitive/ablative from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS (the feminine singular referring back to the feminine singular noun HĒMERA = day), meaning “for a third of it.”  (TO TRITON is in the accusative case, even though it looks like the nominative case, both cases having the identical ending in the neuter gender.
)  Then we have the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun NUX, meaning “the night.”  Finally, we have the adverb of comparison HOMOIWS, meaning “likewise, so, similarly, in the same way Jn 5:19; 6:11; 21:13.”

“and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”
Rev 8:12 corrected translation
“And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, that a third of them might be darkened, and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.”

a.  The fourth angel now receives his signal from the Lord Jesus Christ and goes into action signaling the angelic forces under his command.

b.  As with the previous trumpet judgment, this judgment is also against how nature normally works and produces an adverse effect on mankind.  This judgment is against mankind but operates through the dysfunction of nature.

c.  The principle is that God uses nature to judge and discipline man.  The volcanic eruptions, tornados, hurricanes, tsunamis, and other catastrophic events of nature are the judgment of God against mankind.  Only the ignorance of ‘modern man’ thinks that they are not. 


d.  These events of nature always have been and always will be the judgment of God against the locked-in negative volition of mankind to the gospel, and never more so than in the last half of the Great Tribulation.

2.  “And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck,”

a.  This judgment affects the sun, moon, and stars.  The heavenly bodies are ‘struck’ by God through the agency of the elect angels of the fourth angelic army group.

b.  We don’t know exactly how the sun is struck, but the implication is that a giant asteroid not only impacts the earth, but the sun as well.  The verb ‘to strike’ implies the impact of one object against another, and what better description of a huge asteroid striking the sun.


c.  The result of this impact is that the one-third of the sun ceases to function properly.  Once this happens, naturally one third less light is reflected off the surface of the moon.


d.  The striking of the sun and moon can be explained through acts of nature, but the darkening of one-third of the stars is completely unexplainable by natural events.

e.  This darkening of one-third of the stars is a supernatural event that only God could perform.  All God has to do to make this happen is move a third of the stars farther away from earth, so that their light cannot be seen.  This is the function of this fourth angelic army.  Millions of elect angels will move millions of stars millions of light years away from earth.  That is truly a miracle of epic proportions.


f.  This is another fantastic sign of the fact that Jesus Christ controls nature, and therefore, controls human history.


g.  The application for people on the earth is that this is a warning sign to believe in Christ.


h.  This is part of the fulfillment of Hag 2:6, “For thus says the Lord of the armies, ‘Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land.’”
3.  “that a third of them might be darkened,”

a.  The purpose of this judgment against the sun, moon, and stars is the darkening of their light.

b.  Relevant Old Testament passages:



(1)  Joel 2:10, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”


(2)  The darkening of the sun, moon, and stars is not the same as the total darkness just prior to the Second Advent of Christ.




(a)  Joel 3:14-15 refers to the supernatural darkness just prior to the Second Advent of Christ, “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!  For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.  The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”



(b)  Isa 13:9-10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not shed its light.”



(c)  Ezek 32:7-8, “‘And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will not give its light.  All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken over you and will set darkness on your land,’ declares the Lord God.”

c.  A similar statement is given in Lk 21:25, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves.”

d.  A third of the heavenly lights being darkened is also a sign to Satan, who caused a third of the angels (also heavenly bodies) to follow him in his fall.  This judgment against mankind is also a subtle warning to Satan and the fallen angels that they are about to receive their final judgment as well.


e.  This trumpet judgment replicates the ninth Egyptian plague in which Moses stretched out his hand and God sent darkness to cover Egypt for three days, Ex 10:21-23.

4.  “and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”

a.  John continues by stating an additional result of this judgment—there is no light at all for one third of the day and one third of the night.

b.  Instead of a normal twelve hour day of light at the equator, there will only be 8 hours of daylight.  Instead of a normal ten hour day of light in America and Europe there will only be 6 hours of daylight.  One third of each day will have no light wherever people are on the earth.  This can occur through the natural events of the rotation of the earth on its axis and its revolution around the sun, but is a supernatural darkening of the earth day for one third of each day.  It is as if God puts a supernatural barrier of darkness up between the earth and the rest of the stellar universe which rotates in geosynchronous orbit with the earth.  John does not explain how God does it, but for one-third of each day there is no light on the earth.



(1)  If you think about it, you realize that simply reducing a third of the sun’s light should not result in a third less time for the sun to shine on the earth.



(2)  But supernaturally God makes the sun shine for one third less time on the earth each day.  How He does this is not stated.  It could be done by rotating the earth faster, but then a day would not be twenty-four hours long, so that is not the answer. 



(3) Rather this seems to be saying that God just turns the sun off for a third of the time each day, but how this can be on a world-wide scale as the earth rotates has no natural explanation.  It would also cause real global freezing.


(4)  God can do what He wants with light and darkness.




(a)  Amos 8:9, “‘It will come about in that day,’ declares the Lord God, ‘That I will make the sun go down at noon and make the earth dark in broad daylight.’”



(b)  Amos 5:20, “Will not the day of the Lord be darkness instead of light, even gloom with no brightness in it?”

c.  Mankind, who loved darkness rather than light, will now live in darkness rather than light.


d.  There are many significant results of this judgment.



(1)   It will get significantly colder on earth and stay colder longer.  So much for global warming.


(2)  The price of heat for peoples’ homes will skyrocket.  Remember that a third of the trees have already been burned up (Rev 8:7) and trees don’t grow back fast enough in only a couple of years to provide firewood.


(3)  With one-third less light, the growing season will be shortened, so that crops do not fully ripen, adding to the famine which already exists.  The food supply will become even more critical and now no nation will be able to help any other nation.  All crops world-wide will be affected.



(4)  Crime will increase dramatically with the increased nighttime in which criminals can operate.



(5)  Electrical power plants will not be able to keep up with the increased demand for electricity during nighttime conditions.  The price of electricity will skyrocket, increasing inflation and further devastating the economic conditions all over the world.


e.  This judgment is not to be confused with the statements of Mt 24:29 and Mk 13:24-25, which refer to cosmic events at the end of the Great Tribulation just prior to the second advent of Christ.  At that time there will be a total blackout of all light world-wide just prior to the Second Advent.  That supernatural darkness is an even greater warning sign to unbelievers than the warning of this trumpet judgment.


(1)  Mt 24:29, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”


(2)  Mk 13:24-5, “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.”
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