Rev 7:4



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: I heard.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which describes a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood presents the statement as a reality.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ARITHMOS, means “the number.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “to be sealed: had been sealed.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “of those who.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/had.”

The passive voice indicates that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the tribulation received the action of having been sealed.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And then I heard the number of those who had been sealed,”
 is the parenthetic nominative (which is used in a sentence as an editorial aside and functions as the subject of an explanatory clause within another clause—see Wallace, p. 53) from the feminine plural cardinal adjective HEKATON, meaning “one hundred” plus the nominative feminine plural adjective TESSERAKONTA, meaning “forty” (BDAG, p. 1000) plus the nominative feminine plural adjective TESSARES, meaning “four” plus the nominative feminine plural noun CHILIAS, meaning “a thousand.”  The phrase says “one hundred forty four thousand.”
“one hundred forty four thousand,”
 is the parenthetic nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “having been sealed.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the tribulation received the action of having been sealed.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source/origin from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun PHULĒ, meaning “from every tribe.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive (or genitive of identity) from the masculine plural noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular noun ISRAĒL, meaning “of the sons of Israel.”
“having been sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:”
Rev 7:4 corrected translation
“And then I heard the number of those who had been sealed, one hundred forty four thousand, having been sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I heard the number of those who had been sealed,”

a.  John continues by describing what happened next.  He heard someone state the total number of the slaves of our God, mentioned in verse 3.

b.  The total number of the slaves of our God that needed to have the identifying mark of God placed on their forehead were 144,000.

c.  These 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the tribulation are set apart by God for a special mission during the tribulation—to evangelize people from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, both Jews and Gentiles.


d.  The sealing of God is the identification of and protection of these Jews for this critical mission.  These Jewish evangelists will be protected from the wrath of God—the trumpet and bowl judgments and from the wrath of Satan while they are performing their mission of evangelizing the world.  However, when their mission is fulfilled, it is quite possible that they will be martyred along with the two great witnesses (Moses and Elijah).  Whether they are martyred or not we will see them again in Rev 14:1, “Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.”
2.  “one hundred forty four thousand,”

a.  The first and most important question that must be answered is whether or not this number is literal or figurative.  There are several erroneous ideas about who these people are:


(1)  Generally, those who believe that the Church goes through the tribulation say that this number is figurative and represents the total number of believers in the Church, which is certainly more than 144,000.  Some commentators say that this number represents the complete Church, the number being figurative for an innumerable number of people.


(2)  Those who believe that the Church does not go through the tribulation identify this number as the total number of Jewish believers in the tribulation.  Since this number is so small in relation to John’s statement in Rev 7:9 (“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands”) those who believe that the Church does not go through the tribulation say that this number is figurative for the total number of Jewish believers during the tribulation.



(3)  The naming of the tribes of Israel in the next few verses clearly indicates that this number refers to Jewish believers only.  Many scholars ignore this logic by saying that the Church is the new Israel and this number represents both Jewish and Gentile believers of the Church in their totality.

b.  The problem is that so-called biblical experts ignore the consistent and persistent literal use of numbers by John throughout Revelation.


(1)  The seven churches in Asia are literal, Rev 1:4, 11



(2)  The seven golden lampstands are literal, Rev 1:20.



(3)  The seven stars are literal, Rev 1:20.



(4)  The four living beings are literal, Rev 5:8.



(5)  The twenty-four elders are literal, Rev 5:8.



(6)  The six wings are literal, Rev 4:8.



(7)  The seven seals are literal, Rev 6:1.



(8)  A fourth of the [population of the] earth is literal, Rev 6:8.



(9)  The four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth are literal, Rev 7:1.

c.  Therefore, the logical and consistent interpretation of the number 144,000 is that it is a literal number of people.  This also is proven by the fact that each tribe is precisely numbered at 12,000 each, which is also a literal number.  

d.  No where in Scripture is a number, whether literal or figurative, assigned or ascribed to the Church.  Therefore, to say that this number represents the completeness of the Church flies in the face of the rest of Scripture.  As Dr. Thomas correctly says, “No justification can be found for understanding the simple statement of fact in verse 4 as a figure of speech.  It is a definite number in contrast with the indefinite number of Rev 7:9.  If it is taken symbolically, no number in the book can be taken literally.  As God reserved 7000 in the days of Ahab (1 Kg 19:18; Rom 11:4), He will reserve 144,000 for Himself during the future Great Tribulation.”


e.  This does not mean that the total number of Jewish believers is only 144,000 during the tribulation, but that the total number of Jewish evangelists from each tribe of Israel is 12,000 times twelve tribes.  The Lord needs 12,000 Jews from each tribe to evangelize the rest of Jews and Gentiles of the earth who will believe in Christ during the tribulation.  These evangelists will be scattered throughout the world when the tribulation begins and will evangelize people from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues.
3.  “having been sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:”

a.  These Jewish evangelists come from every tribe of the sons of Israel.

b.  They are both racially Jews and spiritually the true Israel; that is, believers in Christ.

c.  The fact that this says that they are from ‘every tribe of the sons of Israel’ indicates that these believers cannot be Gentiles, and therefore, are not the Church or even part of the Church; for in the Church there is neither Jew nor Gentile, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.  There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus,” Gal 3:26-28.


d.  These 144,000 believers are identified specifically as Jewish believers, because the final period of the Jewish Age is operational; that is, Daniel’s seventieth week, the final period of seven years that God owes the Jews as He promised to Daniel.


e.  Therefore, since the final seven years of the Jewish Age is operational, the Church Age is concluded.  The Church Age concluded with the resurrection of the Church prior to the beginning of this final seven year period of the conclusion of the Age of the Jews.


f.  Since it is the Age of the Jews during the Tribulation, there are Jewish evangelists to the Gentiles, in order to fulfill the role Israel was supposed to fulfill during the previous 1500 years of its history (from 1440 B.C. till 30 A.D.).


g.  The names of the Jewish tribes are now given in verses 5-8. 
� Thomas, p. 474.
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