Rev 7:3
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 is the appositional nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on right then.


The active voice indicates that this powerful angel produces the action of saying something to the four weather angels.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the negative MĒ plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ADIKEW, which means “do not damage.”  The negative MĒ with the aorist subjunctive functions as a negative prohibition or command.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which prohibits the action in its entirety with an ingressive idea to not even begin damaging the land, sea, or trees (see Wallace, p. 723).


The active voice indicates that the four weather angels holding back the four winds are to not produce the action of damaging certain things.


The subjunctive mood is a prohibitive subjunctive.  It forbids the occurrence of an action (see Wallace, p. 469).

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the land” plus the negative coordinating conjunction MĒTE, meaning “nor” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “the sea” plus the negative coordinating conjunction MĒTE, meaning “nor” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun DENDRON, meaning “the trees.”
“saying, ‘Do not damage the land nor the sea nor the trees”
 is the temporal conjunction ACHRI, meaning “until,” followed by the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “to seal: we have sealed.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.    It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that the elect angels produce the action of sealing human believers on their foreheads with the seal of God.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to the time of realization.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun DOULOS with the possessive genitive masculine singular article and noun THEOS plus the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “the slaves of our God.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the genitive of place from the neuter plural article and noun METWPON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on their forehead (of a branded slave) Rev 7:3; 9:4; 13:16; 14:1, 9; 17:5; 20:4; 22:4.”

“until we have sealed the slaves of our God on their foreheads.’”
Rev 7:3 corrected translation
“saying, ‘Do not damage the land nor the sea nor the trees until we have sealed the slaves of our God on their foreheads.’”
Explanation:
1.  “saying, ‘Do not damage the land nor the sea nor the trees”

a.  The powerful pursuivant-type angel gives the direct command to the four weather angels (who are also powerful pursuivant-type angels) to do no damage to the land, sea, or trees.

b.  These elect angels will be released to cause havoc on the earth at a later time, but that time has not yet come.  First, the special evangelists of the earth from the twelve tribes of Israel must be identified and protected.

c.  The implication of this command is that, when these four weather angels are finally released to inflict their damage on the earth and sea, it will be tremendous.

2.  “until we have sealed the slaves of our God on their foreheads.’”

a.  The powerful angel then indicates when the damaging of the earth and sea can begin.  It can begin only after the tribulational evangelists of Israel have been sealed.


(1)  Sealing is done by placing an identifying mark on the forehead of these believers.



(2)  This mark or seal identifies them as the servants or slaves of God, just as the mark of the beast identifies the unbelievers as belonging to Satan.



(3)  The subject “we” have sealed indicates that certain elect angels are involved in sealing or marking with a seal these tribulational believers.



(4)  The phrase ‘the slaves of our God’ refers to believers in Christ.  At the time of writing slaves were identified with the owner by having the owner’s mark branded or tattooed or inscribed on their foreheads.  This marking or branding identified ownership.


(5)  Belonging to God implies the protection of God, which is exactly what these believers will receive.  No harm may come to them, Rev 9:4, “They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.”

b.  The OT background for sealing on the forehead can be found in:


(1)  Ex 28:36-38, “You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the engravings of a seal, ‘Holy to the Lord.’  You shall fasten it on a blue cord, and it shall be on the turban; it shall be at the front of the turban.  It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things which the sons of Israel consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord.”


(2)  Ezek 9:4, “The Lord said to him, ‘Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.’”

c.  Who are these believers identified as “the slaves of our God”?



(1)  Obviously this cannot refer to all believers of human history, since the Old Testament believers and Church Age believers who have already died are in heaven with the Lord and do not need this identifying mark to protect them from Satan and his demon armies and armies of unbelievers.



(2)  Postmillennialists (like Beale, Mounce, and Osborne) believe that the Church is not resurrected until the end of the Tribulation, and therefore, these commentators say the believers being marked on the forehead are members of the Church still on earth.  They say that the 144,000 is a number representing the entire Church as a complete body.  Their argument is thus: “A parallelism between Rev 14:4 and 5:9b (the Lamb ‘purchased for God…for every tribe, tongue, people and nation’) is so close that the groups mentioned as ‘purchased’ in both [passages] are probably identical.  This would mean that the 144,000 in Rev 14:1-3 are not some small remnant of ethnic Israelites but another way of speaking of the larger remnant of humanity living during the church age [Beale assumes that the tribulation is part of the church age] whom Christ has redeemed from throughout the world.  …The number 144,000 emphasizes figuratively that this is a picture of the church in its entirety, not in part, which has been redeemed, as the vision of the multitude in Rev 7:9-17 bears out.”
  There are two flaws in their thinking:




(a)  The use of numbers elsewhere in Revelation is literal and not figurative.



(b)  The Church and Israel are not the same and never will be.  The Church is not the new Israel.  This is one of the main arguments in the epistle called “Hebrews.”


(3)  These 144,000 believers are said to be “from every tribe of the sons of Israel” in the next verse.  Members of the Church do not come from any tribes.  There is neither Jew nor Gentile.  We are all one in Christ.  There are no tribal distinctions in the Church.



(4)  These 144,000 believers are sealed on their foreheads as slaves to God because they are special communicators of the gospel during the tribulation.  They are not the only believers of the tribulation, for they will evangelize a countless multitude of people, who are identified in Rev 7:9-14, “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; …(13) Then one of the elders asked, saying to me, ‘These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?’  I said to him, ‘My lord, you know’.  And he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’”


(5)  The number of believers of the tribulation is ‘a great multitude which no one could count’.  The 144,000 are Jewish evangelists of the tribulation who proclaim the message of the gospel of Christ, which results in this countless multitude.



(6)  Special communicators of God’s word are often given the title “slave of God” as seen so many times in Paul’s epistles.  For example, Rom 1:1, “Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus, commissioned an apostle, having been appointed because of the gospel of God,…”  Notice that being a slave of Christ is associated with the ‘gospel of God’.



(7)  James’ remark in Jam 1:1 that he is writing “to the twelve tribes, the ones in the dispersion,”  has been used as proof that James is writing to the Church as the new Israel.



(a)  The twelve tribes obviously refer to Israel as a nation, but here specifically James is using it for Jewish Christians who are dispersed throughout the Roman Empire and the known world.




(b)  Dispersion is “the term used to designate the Jews living outside Palestine and maintaining their religious observances and customs among the Gentiles.  The word is regularly used in the LXX and extrabiblical Jewish literature, and is found in Jam 1:1 and 1 Pet 1:1, where it is used figuratively of the Church dispersed from its heavenly homeland.”


d.  God provides a very special identification and protection for these 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the tribulation, because they are going to produce a countless number of believers in the tribulation, many of whom are yet to be martyred, Rev 6:11, “they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”

e.  These Jewish evangelists are not protected from the wrath of Satan and his agents, but are protected from the wrath of God against Satan and his agents.  This sealing protects these evangelists from the disasters that the four angels bring to the earth; that is, the judgments of the seventh seal, which includes the seven trumpet judgments.
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