Rev 7:2



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “I saw.”

The aorist tense regards the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective ALLOS and the noun AGGELOS, meaning “another angel.”  With this we have the appositional accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to go or come up, ascend.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening right then.


The active voice indicates that the angel produced the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun ANATOLĒ, meaning “from the rising, Mt 2:2; the position of the rising sun, east, orient;” and with the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun HĒLIOS, meaning literally “of the sun,” it is an idiom, meaning: from the east Rev 7:2; 16:12.”

“And then I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun [the east]”
 is the appositional accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have; to hold.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening right then.


The active voice indicates that the angel produced the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun SPHRAGIS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS and the adjectival use of the genitive masculine singular present active participle of the verb ZAW, meaning “the seal of the Living God.”
“having the seal of the Living God,”
 is the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to call, call out, cry out, or scream” (BDAG, p. 563): he cried out.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that this angel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “voice” and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “loud.”  Together they mean “with a loud voice.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article, adjective TESSARES and noun AGGELOS, meaning “to the four angels.”
“and calling out with a loud voice to the four angels”
 is the appositional dative of indirect object from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to whom.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given, granted: it was given.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the entire action as a fact.

The passive voice indicates that the four angels received the action of being given something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  This use of the intensive pronoun is redundant (the use of more words than is necessary to make a point).  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ADIKEW, which means “to damage, spoil Rev 7:2f; 9:4; 6:6, ‘do not damage olive oil and wine’.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact. 


The active voice indicates that these angels produce the action of damaging the land and sea.

The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ with the connective/additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the article and noun THALASSA, meaning “the land and the sea.”
“to whom it was given to them to damage the land and the sea,”
Rev 7:2 corrected translation
“And then I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun [the east], having the seal of the Living God, and calling out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was given to them to damage the land and the sea,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun [the east],”

a.  The next thing John sees is “another angel.”  This angel is not described as having any wings, so this angel is probably not a seraph or cherub.  However, this angel is more than just an ordinary angel because he has the signet ring of God.

b.  This angel is a wingless messenger or attendant angel, higher in rank than an ordinary angel and lower in rank than a cherub.  He is equivalent to a pursuivant (a follower; an attendant) in the British College of Heralds—an officer ranking below the official Herald of the King.  In the British College of Arms there are four such pursuivants.  Their titles are: Rouge Croix, Blue Mantle, Rouge Dragon, and Portcullis.
  There are other examples of these pursuivant angels in Scripture:



(1)  The angelic messengers who spent the night with Lot and destroyed Sodom the next day, Gen 19:13.



(2)  The destroying angel of 2 Sam 24:16.



(3)  The destroying angels of Ps 78:49.



(4)  Executioners of the degenerate in Jerusalem, Ezek 9:1.



(5)  The man clothed in linen, Ezek 10:6, the messenger for the chariot of fire.



(6)  The four weather angels who hold back the four winds of judgment, Rev 7:1, as well as the messenger from the east, Rev 7:2.



(7)  The angels with the seven trumpets, Rev 8:6ff.



(8)  Guardian angels for believers and children, Mt 18:10.



(9)  The angels with the seven plagues or bowls or Rev 15:1.


c.  John sees this angel ascending from the east.


(1)  The east is associated with the glory of the Lord in Ezek 43:1-2, “Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing toward the east; and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east.  And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.”


(2)  The east is associated with the second advent of Christ, Zech 14:4, “In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south” and Mt 24:27, “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”


(3)  “The ‘east’ seems to signify the outpouring of God’s kingdom blessings, an appropriate emphasis since one of the greatest blessings is about to be bestowed, the seal of God.”

2.  “having the seal of the Living God,”

a.  This messenger angel has the very seal or signet ring of the Living God.

b.  The Living God is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ here, as in:



(1)  2 Cor 6:16, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’”


(2)  1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing,] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the Living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”


(3)  1 Tim 4:10, “Therefore because of this [benefit from spiritual exercise] we work hard and we fight for a prize, because we have confidence in the Living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”


(4)  Heb 3:12, “See to it, brethren, that there not be in any one of you a degenerate, unbelieving heart with the result of withdrawing from the Living God.”


(5)  Heb 10:30-31, “For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’  And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’  To fall into the hands of the Living God [is] a terrible thing.”

c.  This angel has the signet ring or official seal of the King of kings.  It is his mission to mark all believers of the first half of the tribulation who have not yet been martyred with the seal of God before the beginning of the second half of the tribulation, which is also called “The Great Tribulation.”

d.  This sealing of tribulational believers identifies them as belonging to the King of kings.  They are the King’s property, and therefore, cannot and will not be harmed by any angel carrying out the judgment of the King against His enemies.


e.  Our verse does not state what this seal is, but Rev 14:1 suggests that it is the name of the Lamb and that of His father, “Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.”

f.  The background for this sealing is seen in Ezek 9:4, “The Lord said to him, ‘Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.’”
3.  “and calling out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was given to them to damage the land and the sea,”

a.  This messenger angel then calls out with a command voice to the four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, who are holding back the four winds.

b.  This messenger angel has authority over these four angels to tell them what to do.  There is an angelic hierarchy, with a command structure, and delegated authority from the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  Authority and structure exists in the angelic realm for the same reason it exists in the human realm—for the protection and blessing of creatures.


d.  Notice that the four angels at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of judgment are about to damage the land and sea, but will not harm the trees of the earth.


e.  The tree is symbolic of the only place of safety in the coming storm of judgment.  The tree is symbolic of the Cross as the only place of safety from the coming wrath of God.
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