Rev 7:10



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to call, call out, cry out, or scream” (BDAG, p. 563): they cry out.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as though it were occurring right now for emphasis.


The active voice indicates that these tribulational believers produced the action.  We know that the subject here is the believers of the Tribulation from the direct statement of Rev 7:14, “And he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  We also know that this includes the tribulational martyrs because they cry with a loud voice and have the same white robes as mentioned in Rev 6:9-11a, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’  And then a white robe was given to each one of them.”

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the instrumental of manner (and cognate dative, used to emphasize the action of the verb) from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “voice” and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “loud.”  Together they mean “with a loud voice.”  Then we have the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that these tribulational believers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“And then they [tribulational believers] called out with a loud voice, saying,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SWTĒRIA, which means “Salvation.”  Then we have the dative of possession from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to our God” and refers to God the Father.  The dative of possession indicates ownership and can be translated “belongs to our God.”  This is followed by the dative of apposition from the articular masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHEMAI, which means “to sit.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the One who.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which expresses a universal truth and maxim.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, God the Father producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “on the throne.”
“‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne,”
 is the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of possession from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, meaning “to the Lamb.”
“and to the Lamb.’”
Rev 7:10 corrected translation
“And then they called out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then they called out with a loud voice, saying,”

a.  The tribulational believers call out with a loud shout and proclaim the victory of God in the angelic conflict.

b.  This is a shout or cry of victory by the army of God.
2.  “‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne”

a.  Salvation is the victory of God over Satan.  This victory cry is repeated in Rev 19:1, “After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.’”

b.  The salvation of believers belongs to God as God’s victory.  The word  “frequently carries the meaning ‘victory’ in classical Greek and in the LXX.”


c.  Satan never believed that God would save any creature from sin, but Jesus Christ has done so.


d.  The position of Jesus Christ on the throne with God the Father is the sign of victory in the angelic conflict.  It is the position that Satan always wanted, but can never attain.


e.  Salvation belongs to God the Father and He has given the victory to us through our Lord Jesus Christ, as Rom 8:37 says, “Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] who loves us;” as well as 1 Cor 15:57, “But gratitude belongs to God, who gives the victory to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  These believers are proclaiming that gratitude.


f.  Believers share in this victory through their faith, trust, and confidence in Christ, 1 Jn 5:4, “Because everything [every category of humanity] which has been born from God overcomes the world [Satan’s cosmic system]; furthermore this is the victory which has overcome the world—our faith.”

g.  This victory cry will be given by another voice from heaven in Rev 12:10, “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.’”
3.  “and to the Lamb.’”

a.  Both God the Father and God the Son share in the victory of the angelic conflict.

b.  The title ‘the Lamb’ refers to the humanity of Christ, who took away the sins of the world in His first advent, and seals that victory by His second advent.

c.  Rev 5:5, “Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop crying.  Remember, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has won the victory.  [He is worthy] to begin opening the scroll and its seals.’”

d.  The final victory is achieved by the Lamb of God in Rev 19:11-21.

� Thomas, Vol. I, p. 490.
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