Rev 6:12



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, meaning “to see, to look at: I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past event.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the temporal conjunction HOTE, which means “when or while.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open: he opened.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past event.


The active voice indicates that the Lamb (Jesus Christ) produced the action of opening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SPHRAGIS plus the article and ordinal adjective HEKTOS, meaning “the sixth seal.”
“And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun SEISMOS, which means “earthquake Mt 24:7; 27:54; 28:2; Mk 13:8; Lk 21:1; Acts 16:26; Rev 6:12; 8:5; 11:13, 19; 16:18.”
  With this we have the nominative masculine singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “great, severe, tremendous, etc.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur; come to pass.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a momentary event and past fact.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, the tremendous earthquake producing the action of occurring or happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“and a tremendous earthquake occurred,”
 is the use of the conjunction KAI to introduce a result (see BDAG, p. 495), meaning “and so.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HĒLIOS, which means “the sun,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a momentary event and past fact.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning; the tremendous earthquake producing the action of occurring or happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MELAS, meaning “black,” followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as or like” with the predicate nominative masculine singular noun SAKKOS, meaning “a coarse cloth made of animal (goat or camel) hair, sack, sackcloth Rev 6:12”
 and the adjective TRICHINOS, meaning “made of hair.”
 

“and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SELĒNĒ with the adjective HOLOS, meaning “the entire moon Lk 21:25; 1 Cor 15:41; Rev 6:12; 8:12; 12:1; 21:23.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a momentary event and past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, the tremendous earthquake producing the action of occurring or happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as or like” with the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun HAIMA, meaning “blood.”
“and the entire moon became like blood.”
Rev 6:12 corrected translation
“And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred,”

a.  The next thing John sees is the Lord opening the sixth seal of the scroll.  And when the Lord breaks the seal a great or tremendous earthquake occurs on the earth.


(1)  This is no ordinary earthquake that affects only a local area.  This earthquake affects the entire earth.


(2)  Every continent, country, mountain, and city is affected by this earthquake.



(3)  One of the by-products of this earthquake is an awesome release of gases and volcanic dust and ash from within the earth.  This is what produces the darkening of the sun and changes the appearance of the moon, so that it looks red in color.  “The deep, blood-red color of the moon would result from whatever in the atmosphere caused the sun to be darkened.”


b.  This earthquake is followed by many earthquakes throughout the world during the first half of the tribulation according to Mk 13:8, “For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines.  These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.”

c.  Earthquakes in Old Testament times were figurative of divine judgment:



(1)  Isa 29:6, “From the Lord of the armies you will be punished with thunder and earthquake and loud noise, with tornado and hurricane and the flame of a consuming fire [wildfires].”


(2)  Ezek 38:19-20, “In My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day there will surely be a great earthquake in the land of Israel.  The fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth will shake at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will collapse and every wall will fall to the ground.”

d.  Earthquakes are predicted to precede the end of the age:



(1)  Mt 24:7-8, “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs [it is only the first half of the tribulation].”


(2)  Lk 21:11, “and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.”


(3)  Rev 8:5, “Then the angel took the incense shovel; and he filled it with the fire of the altar and hurled it to the earth; then there followed peals of thunder and loud noises and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.”


(4)  Rev 11:13, “And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; and seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory [became believers] to the God of heaven.”


(5)  Rev 11:19, “Then the temple of God which was in the heaven was opened and the ark of the covenant was seen in His temple, and there followed flashes of lightning, and noises, and thunders, both an earthquake and great hailstorm.”


(6)  Rev 16:18, “Then there were flashes of lightning and noises and thunders; also there was a great earthquake such as had not been since mankind came to be on planet earth, so great and so powerful.”

e.  While the earthquakes are a warning to mankind of impending judgment, they are also a sign to Satan of the overthrow of his kingdom; for earthquakes were signs of the overthrow of kingdoms in the Old Testament.



(1)  Hag 2:6, 21-22, “For thus says the Lord of the armies, ‘Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land’”  “…Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah, saying, ‘I am going to shake the heavens and the earth.  I will overthrow the thrones of kingdoms and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots and their riders, and the horses and their riders will go down, everyone by the sword of another.’”


(2)  Rev 16:18-19, “Then there were flashes of lightning and noises and thunders; also there was a great earthquake such as had not been since mankind came to be on planet earth, so great and so powerful.  The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  Babylon the great [Rome—the capital of Satan’s kingdom on earth] was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.” 

2.  “and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair,”

a.  The result of this tremendous earthquake is blacking the sun.  There is so much volcanic ash thrown into the upper atmosphere that the sun appears to be black.  The color is compared to the black sackcloth garments made from camel or goat hair.

b.  The fact that the sun and the moon become darkened during the tribulation is also mentioned in:


(1)  Joel 2:10, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”


(2)  Joel 2:30-31, “I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke.  The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.”


(3)  Joel 3:15, “The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”


(4)  Isa 13:9-10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not shed its light.”


(5)  Zeph 1:15, “A day [time] of wrath is that day [time], a day [time] of trouble and distress, a day [time] of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness,”


(6)  Acts 2:17-20, “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘…I will grant wonders in the sky above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.  The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”


(7)  Rev 8:12, “And the fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars [planets] were struck, so that a third of them might be darkened, so that the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”

c.  Sackcloth is a rough cloth, which was woven of hair and usually dark in color (Isa 50:3, “I clothe the heavens with blackness and make sackcloth their covering.”), was used for sacks and for mourning garments (Esther 4:1–4; Job 16:15; Isa 20:2).  Haircloth (2 Kg 1:8) was a recognized costume of a prophet (Zech 13:4; Mt 3:4).
  Sackcloth was a type of coarse fabric made from goat’s (or camel’s) hair.  Sackcloth was a material worn as clothing during times of distress and mourning.  Because goats in the Mediterranean world were mostly dark brown or black, sackcloth itself was dark in color.  A sackcloth garment could cover the whole body, in which case it was worn loosely and fastened around the waist with a girdle or rope, or it could be a simple loincloth.  The wearing of sackcloth could symbolize grief or penitence on either a personal (Gen 37:34; Joel 1:8) or a national level (Jonah 3:8); it is also portrayed as prophetic clothing in Rev 11:3 (“And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, wearing sackcloth”).  The material was also used for making tents, sails, and carpets.


d.  The prophets often warned that sackcloth would or should be worn in the face of God’s approaching judgment:



(1)  Isa 3:24, “Now it will come about that instead of sweet perfume there will be putrefaction; Instead of a belt, a rope; Instead of well-set hair, a plucked-out scalp; Instead of fine clothes, a donning of sackcloth; And branding instead of beauty.”


(2)  Jer 4:8, “For this, put on sackcloth, lament and wail; for the fierce anger of the Lord has not turned back from us.”


(3)  Ezek 7:18, “They will gird themselves with sackcloth and shuddering will overwhelm them; and shame will be on all faces and baldness on all their heads.”
3.  “and the entire moon became like blood.”

a.  Not only does the sun become darkened, but the moon will look blood red because of the volcanic ash and dust in the atmosphere from this massive earthquake.  The moon does not become literal blood, but has the color or appearance of blood.  It is not ‘blood’; it is ‘like blood’.  The adjective “entire” suggests that this appearance of the moon as ‘blood-red’ coincides with a total eclipse of the moon (Thomas, p. 453).

b.  The moon turning to blood is mentioned in:



(1)  Joel 2:31, “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.”


(2)  Mk 13:24, “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light,”


(3)  Lk 21:25, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves,”


(4)  Isa 13:10, “For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not shed its light.”


(5)  Ezek 32:7, “And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will not give its light.”


(6)  Joel 2:10, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”


(7)  Joel 3:15, “The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”


(8)  Mt 24:29, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”


(9)  Acts 2:20, “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”


(10)  Isaiah describes the general character of the first half of the tribulation in Isa 24:17-23, “Terror and pit and snare confront you, O inhabitant of the earth.  Then it will be that he who flees the report of disaster will fall into the pit, and he who climbs out of the pit will be caught in the snare; for the windows above are opened, and the foundations of the earth shake.

The earth is broken asunder, the earth is split through, the earth is shaken violently.  The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard and it totters like a shack, for its transgression is heavy upon it, and it will fall, never to rise again.  So it will happen in that day, that the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high, and the kings of the earth on earth.  They will be gathered together like prisoners in the dungeon, and will be confined in prison [the fallen angels are confined to the earth]; and after many days they will be punished.  Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of the armies will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His glory will be before His elders.”
4.  Some commentators say that these events are not literal, but figurative, based on the fact that the Old Testament passages related to these events are figurative in nature.  “Yet this reasoning presupposes nonliteral meanings in the OT passages, which may not be valid.  …Perhaps the most convincing reason to take the events of this seal literally is Jesus’ plain words in the companion Olivet discourse about coming earthquakes (Mt 24:7; Mk 13:8; Lk 21:11).  …Besides nothing short of an apparent awesome dissolution of the world would have such a devastating effect on the heart of mankind as this seal does.”

5.  Some commentators say that this seal is describing the same events as the seventh trumpet and seventh vial judgment; that is, that the seals, vials, and trumpets are concentric circles of judgment, each describing the same thing three times.  Dr. Thomas counters, “A crippling facet of this interpretation lies in the fact that men still have opportunity to seek hiding places (6:16), an opportunity they will not have at the time Jesus returns.  …In the plan of this book, this cannot be the absolute end because the seventh seal has not yet been opened.  …The end cannot come until the great persecution and martyrdom of the faithful has run its course.  Such physical upheavals as come under this seal apparently occur while the Tribulation is in progress and then are repeated on an even more devastating scale at the very end of the period (Mt 24:29).  Rev 16:18 speaks of another earthquake at the very end that is unparalleled in human history.  …So the sixth seal events are best understood as a preliminary foreshadowing.”
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