Rev 6:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, meaning “to see, to look at: I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past event.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the temporal conjunction HOTE, which means “when or while.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open: he opened.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past event.


The active voice indicates that the Lamb (Jesus Christ) produced the action of opening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, which means “the Lamb” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, used as an ordinal, meaning “the first; as in the phrase ‘on the first day of the week’ Mt 28:1; Lk 24:1; Mk 16:2; Jn 20:1, 19; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2; Tit 3:10.”
  With this we have the preposition EK “used in periphrasis, meaning from, of for the partitive genitive after words denoting number Jn 6:60, 66; 7:19, 31; 11:19, 45, 49; 16:5;  Rev 7:4.”
  With the preposition we have the partitive ablative (or genitive) from the feminine plural article, adjective HEPTA, meaning “seven” and noun SPHRAGIS, meaning “seals.”  The entire phrase is translated “the first of the seven seals.”
“And then I saw when the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals,”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: I heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past event.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of hearing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one,” followed by the preposition EK plus the partitive ablative from the neuter plural article, adjective TESSARES, and noun ZWION, meaning “of the four living beings” and referring to one of the Seraph angels of Rev 4-5.  Then we have the genitive neuter singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, speak: speaking.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was currently happening when John heard one of the four seraph angels.


The active voice indicates that one of the seraph angels produced the action of saying something.


The participle is circumstantial with the genitive case of the participle relating back to the genitive case of the adjective HEIS = one.

This is followed by the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like.”  Then we have the explanatory nominative from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “sound” plus the genitive of production (Wallace, p. 104f) from the feminine singular noun BRONTĒ, meaning “produced by thunder” (BDAG, p. 184).
“and I heard one of the four living beings [seraphs] speaking like the sound produced by thunder,”
 is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to proceed on a course, with destination in view, go Mt 16:24; 21:19; Mk 11:13a; Lk 2:44; 9:23; 14:27; 15:20; Jn 21:3.”
  Rather than the translation “come” the meaning of this verb is explained by the use of the verb EKERCHOMAI = to go out, which is used the first two times this command is given.  “In this case the verb ‘come’ is used in the sense of ‘go’, as a command from the throne to the horsemen, e.g., “I heard as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four living creatures, saying, Go! and I saw and behold a white horse … and he went forth.” So in each of the other cases.”


Rev 6:2-4, “I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.  When He broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, ‘Go’.  And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.”

The present tense is an ingressive-futuristic present (see Wallace, p. 536f), which indicates an action that is certainly going to happen, which begins in the present and continues in the future.  This action is about to begin at the moment when this seraph angel gives this command and continues throughout the Tribulation.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; this first seraph angel producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“‘Go’.”
Rev 6:1 corrected translation
“And then I saw when the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living beings [seraphs] speaking like the sound produced by thunder, ‘Go’.”
Explanation:
1.  Introduction to Chapter Six.


a.  Dr. John Walvoord gives an excellent introduction to this chapter.

b.  “The events here revealed also depend for their interpretation on the question of whether a translation of the church has already taken place.  Though the book of Revelation itself does not determine this important question with finality, it is significant that the church so prominent in chapters 2 and 3 is not mentioned again until Rev 22:16 except as the wife of the Lamb at the close of the tribulation.  Nowhere in scenes of earth which describe the end time (chapters 6-19) is the church pictured as involved in the earthly struggle.  Further, the hope of the rapture mentioned to the church of Thyatira and the church at Philadelphia does not appear in the detailed prophetic program which unfolds in the book of Revelation.  This lends credence to the conclusion that the rapture of the church has occurred before the events pictured beginning with chapter 4.  Expositors of the book of Revelation usually agree that there is some relation between the events at the end of the age and Daniel’s seventieth week, to be understood as the last seven years of Israel’s program prophesied in Daniel 9:27.  Many have assumed that the events of earth in chapters 6 through 19 coincide with the seven years of Israel’s program culminating in the second coming of Christ.  Expositors of this point of view have usually taken for granted that the book gives a panoramic view of the entire seven years even though there is no explicit proof of this in the book itself.  There is some evidence, however, that the events pictured in the seals, trumpets, and vials are instead a concentrated prophecy of the latter half of this week, i.e., a period of three and one-half years, designated as a time of wrath and the great tribulation, and constituting the introduction to the second coming of Christ.


There is a remarkable similarity between the progress of chapter 6 as a whole and the description given by our Lord of the end of the age in Matthew 24:4-31.  In both passages the order is (1) war (Mt 24:6-7; Rev 6:3-4), (2) famine (Mt 24:7; Rev 6:5-6), (3) death (Mt 24:7-9; Rev 6:7-8), (4) martyrdom (Mt 24:9-10, 16-22; Rev 6:9-11), (5) the sun darkened, the moon darkened, and the stars falling (Mt 24:29; Rev 6:12-14), (6) a time of divine judgment (Mt 24:32- 25:26; Rev 6:15-17).  The general features of Matthew 24 are obviously quite parallel to the events of the book of Revelation beginning in chapter 6.

It is inevitable therefore that any exposition of Revelation must have presuppositions based upon a study of the entire Word of God and involving the question as to whether prophecy should be interpreted with the same degree of literalness as other portions of Scripture.  Though Revelation abounds in signs and symbols, it was intended to be interpreted with far greater literalness than has been commonly exercised.  Such an approach yields a remarkable revelation of the end of the age which coincides with other prophetic revelation.”

2.  “And then I saw when the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals,”

a.  The scene changes again and John sees our Lord open the first of the seven seals.

b.  This is a picture of Jesus Christ controlling history.  “Rev 6:1-8 is intended to show that Christ rules over such an apparently chaotic world and that suffering does not occur indiscriminately or by chance.  This section reveals, in fact, that destructive events are brought about by Christ for both redemptive and judicial purposes.  It is Christ sitting on his throne who controls all the trials and persecutions…  The opening of the seals begins the actual revelation and execution of the contents of the ‘scroll’ of chapter 5.  The command for each of the four destructive horses and riders originates from the throne room, where Christ opens each seal.  The cherubim [they are actually seraphs] around the throne issue commands to the horseman in response to the opening of each seal.  Only then do the horsemen wreak their havoc.”


c.  Jesus Christ initiates the events of the Tribulation.  He gives the authority for the beginning of the judgment of all unbelievers on the earth and the authority for Satan to do whatever he wants in his kingdom.

3.  “and I heard one of the four living beings [seraphs] speaking like the sound produced by thunder,”

a.  The opening of the first seal is the signal for one of the seraph angels to command the initiation of action in the Tribulation.

b.  Notice that the angels are involved in commanding the action through the delegated authority of the Lord in the resolution of the angelic conflict.

c.  The seraph gives his command with a voice of command authority ‘like the sound produced by thunder’.

d.  In the book of Revelation thunder accompanies all the proclamations from heaven (Rev 4:5; 6:1; 8:5; 10:3-4, etc.).
  Voices like thunder are also mentioned in Rev 14:2; 19:6. 

4.  “‘Go’.”

a.  This is a simple military command.

b.  This command begins the events of the Tribulation and directs the first of a series of judgments upon the inhabitants of the earth.

c.  This is the beginning of ‘the things which must shortly take place’ (Rev 1:1), ‘what will certainly happen after these things’ (Rev 1:19), ‘the things which must happen after these things’ (Rev 4:1), and ‘the beginning of birth pains’ (Mk 13:7-8).

d.  “In His teaching Jesus divided the time [of the Tribulation]isHishhIHHHHHH into two periods, the beginning of birth pangs (Mt 24:8) and the Great Tribulation (Mt 24:21).  The former part closely parallels the first four seals in particular.”
  In other words, the four horsemen of the Apocalypse, who are about to be described, represent what goes on generally in human history during the first half of the Tribulation.
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