Rev 5:9



 is the continuative/consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb AIDW, which means “to sing (in praise) Col 3:16; Eph 5:19; Rev 5:8-9; 14:2f; 15:2f.”


The present tense is a historical present, which presents a past action as if it is now occurring for the sake of vividness and to draw the listener or reader into the action.


The active voice indicates that the living creatures and elders produced the action of singing in praise to God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun WIDĒ (BDAG, p. 1101), meaning “a song” with the adjective KAINOS, meaning “new.”  This is followed by the nominative of explanation present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on right then.


The active voice indicates that these angels produced this action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“And then they sang a new song, saying,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, which means “worthy,” followed by the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “You are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Lamb produces the action of taking.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which is used after certain adjectives (such as AXIOS = worthy) to further explain the meaning of that adjective.  It answers the question, “Worthy of what?”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BIBLION, meaning “the scroll” plus the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  With this we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lamb produces the action of opening or breaking the seals.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive as above, explaining the adjective AXIOS.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun SPHRAGIS with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its seals.”
“‘You are worthy to take the book and to open its seals,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the second person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb SPHAZW, which means “to slaughter, butcher or murder someone.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGORAZW, which means “to secure the rights to someone by paying a price: to buy, acquire as property, or purchase; of believers, for whom Christ has paid the price with his blood; you were bought for a price 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23; 2 Pet 2:1; with the dative of possessor Rev 5:9.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

The thing purchased is not stated, but must be inferred from the context of the rest of the sentence (“from every tribe and language and people and nation”), that is men, [people]; that is, believers in Christ.  This is followed by the dative of advantage from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “for God” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “by means of Your blood.”  The “blood” of Christ is a technical theological metaphor for the spiritual death of Christ on the Cross, bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.
“because You were slaughtered and purchased [people] for God by means of Your blood [spiritual death]”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “from every.”  Then we have a series of ablative nouns connected by a series of KAI conjunctions:  PHULĒ means “tribe, nation, or people” (BDAG, p. 1069); GLWSSA means “language” (BDAG, p. 201); LAOS means “a body of people with common cultural bonds and ties to a specific territory: people-group, people Rev 5:9; 13:7; 14:6; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 17:15; Lk 2:31”
; and ETHNOS means “a body of persons united by kinship, culture, and common traditions, nation, people.”
 

“from every tribe and language and people and nation.”
Rev 5:9 corrected translation
“And then they sang a new song, saying, ‘You are worthy to take the book and to open its seals, because You were slaughtered and purchased [people] for God by means of Your blood [spiritual death] from every tribe and language and people and nation.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then they sang a new song, saying,”

a.  John continues with his description of the scene in heaven with the actions of the angelic hierarchy, after they prostrate themselves before God the Father and God the Son.

b.  The angelic seraphs and cherubs begin to sing a song of praise concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  The word “new” indicates that this song had never before been sung or heard in heaven.  It is not ‘new’ in time, but new in quality or new in kind.  It is a new kind of song.


d.  There will be more singing in heaven, described in:



(1)  Rev 14:1-3, “Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.  And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.  And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.”


(2)  Rev 15:1-3, “Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished.  And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!’”

e.  Ps 98:1, “O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.”
2.  “‘You are worthy to take the book and to open its seals,”

a.  No one was found in heaven, on earth, or under the earth who was worthy to take the book and open its seals.


b.  But the unique person of the universe, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, is now declared to be worthy to take the book and open its seals.

c.  Jesus Christ is worthy to execute the will of God and complete the Father’s predetermined plan and purpose for human history.

d.  Jesus Christ is worthy to execute the judgments of God against Satan, his fallen angels, and those who reject the love of God.

3.  “because You were slaughtered and purchased [people] for God by means of Your blood [spiritual death]”

a.  The angels now give the reason why our Lord is worthy to execute the will, plan, and purpose of God the Father for the remainder of human history.

b.  Our Lord is worthy to carry out the decree and plan of God because He obeyed the Father completely by permitting Himself to be sacrificed and judged as a substitute for our sins.

c.  The sacrifice of Christ was the sacrifice of His spiritual perfection.  He had to be identified with our sins and be judged in our place.  This was the purchase price for our spiritual freedom.


d.  God the Father wanted a group of people from the human race that would trust Him, appreciate Him, love Him, and believe in Him, in order to replace those angels who did not.


e.  This group of people belonged to Satan, the ruler of the world, as his slaves to sin.


f.  Therefore, it was absolutely necessary that the Lord Jesus Christ pay the redemption price for these people from the slave market of sin.


g.  The redemption price was the spiritual death of our Lord; that is, His being identified with personal sins (by having them imputed to Him) and being judged in our place.


h.  The blood of Christ is a metaphor for our Lord’s spiritual death on the Cross, being judged as a substitute for us.


i.  The fact our Lord was slaughtered is also mentioned in Rev 13:8, “All who dwell on the earth will worship him [the Antichrist], everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.”

j.  The theological concept of redemption is taught in many passages of Scripture.



(1)  Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, ‘The Dependable Witness’, ‘The Firstborn From the Dead’ and ‘The Ruler of the Kings of the Earth’.  To the One who unconditionally loves us and has released us from our sins by means of His blood.”


(2)  Tit 2:14, “who gave Himself as a substitute for us, in order that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and purify for Himself a special people, enthusiastic adherents of intrinsic good works.”


(3)  Mt 20:28 cf. Mk 10:45, “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”


(4)  Acts 20:28, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”


(5)  1 Cor 6:19-20, “Or do you not understand that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God and you are not your own?  For you were bought for a price.  Now by all means honor [praise, magnify, glorify] God in your body.”


(6)  1 Cor 7:23, “You were bought for a price.  Stop becoming the slaves of men.”


(7)  Gal 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse as a substitute for us, for it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who permits himself to hang on the wood,’”


(8)  Gal 4:4-5, “But when the fullness of times had come, God sent forth His Son, having come into being by the woman, having come under the Law, in order that He might set free those under the Law, with the result that we might receive adoption.”


(9)  Eph 1:7, “by the agency of whom [the Beloved] we have redemption through His blood [spiritual death], the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace.”


(10)  Col 1:14, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”


(11)  1 Tim 2:5-6, “For God is one [in essence].  One person [is] also a mediator between God and mankind, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom as a substitute for all mankind, a testimony at the proper time.”


(12)  Heb 9:12, “and not through the blood of goats and calves but through His own blood He entered into the holy place once for all time, having obtained eternal redemption.”


(13)  1 Pet 1:18, “knowing that not with perishable things, like silver or gold, you have been redeemed from your worthless manner of life handed down from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ as from an unblemished and spotless lamb.”

k.  Salvation through the spiritual death of Christ (the blood of Christ) is mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 3:25-26, “Whom [Christ Jesus] God [the Father] publicly displayed as the means of expiation through faith in His blood [spiritual death on the cross] for the demonstration [proof] of His righteousness because of the passing over of previously committed sins, because of the delay in judgment from God, for a demonstration of His righteousness at this present time [Church Age], in order that He might be just even when He justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.”


(2)  Rom 5:9, “Much more therefore, having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death on the cross], we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the [last] judgment.”


(3)  Col 1:20, “and through Him [Jesus Christ], to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood [Christ’s spiritual death] of His Cross, through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”


(4)  Heb 12:24, “and to the mediator of the new covenant, Jesus, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks more effectively than Abel.”


(5)  Heb 13:12, “Therefore Jesus also, in order that He might sanctify the people by means of His own blood, suffered outside the gate.”


(6)  1 Jn 1:7, “But if we keep walking in the light [function in the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other, because the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”

l.  “Christ saves us neither by the mere exercise of power, nor by his doctrine, nor by his example, nor by the moral influence which he exerted, nor by any subjective influence on his people, whether natural or mystical, but as a satisfaction to divine justice, as an expiation for sin, and as a ransom from the curse and authority of the law, thus reconciling us to God by making it consistent with his perfection to exercise mercy toward sinners (Hodge’s Systematic Theology).”

4.  “from every tribe and language and people and nation.”

a.  The people that were purchased are now described as being from every possible distinction that exists among human beings.

b.  Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ come from every tribe, language, cultural group, and nation.  This fourfold formula is used with a different order in each occurrence in Rev 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15.

c.  The point is that no one is excluded because they are from a particular group, language, culture, or nation.


d.  Rom 10:18-21 shows that the gospel has been made available to every person on earth, whether Jew or Gentile, “Therefore I say, they [the unbelieving Jews] have definitely heard [the gospel], haven’t they?  Certainly [they have], ‘Their voice [the silent testimony of the material universe] has gone out to the entire earth, and their words [the testimony of the existence of God] to the ends of the inhabited earth.’  Therefore I say, Israel [the unbelieving Jews] has definitely understood [the gospel], haven’t they?  The first one, Moses, says, ‘I will make you jealous because of a no-nation; I will make you angry over a nation without understanding.’  Then Isaiah is particularly bold and says, ‘I [Jesus Christ] was found by those [Gentiles] who were not looking for Me, I became known [common grace] to those [Gentiles] who did not ask about Me.’  Moreover with reference to Israel He [Jesus Christ] says, ‘I have extended My hands [gospel invitation] the entire day [dispensation of Israel] to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”

e.  “In contrast with the exclusivism of Judaism that prided itself on having been chosen out from among the nations, the church was genuinely ecumenical, recognizing no national, political, cultural, or racial boundaries.”


f.  The universality of salvation is stated in:



(1)  Dan 7:14, “And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”


(2)  Rev 14:6, “And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people.”
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