Rev 5:5



 is the use of KAI to introduce a consequence or result of a previous action or event.  It can be translated, “And then” or “Then.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural article and adjective PRESBUTEROS, meaning “from or of the elders” (the twenty-four angelic staff officers).  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is a historical present, which views the past action as if it were now occurring.


The active voice indicates that one of the twenty-four angelic staff officers sitting around the throne of God produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to John.  Then we have the negative MĒ with the second person singular present active imperative from the verb KLAIW, which means “to cry or weep.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a customary present for what the angel and the Lord expect.

The active voice indicates that John is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command—an imperative of prohibition that orders the cessation of an action already in progress.  It is translated by the word “Stop…”
“Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop crying.”
 is the first person singular aorist middle imperative of the verb EIDON (to see, perceive, look at), used as a demonstrative particle to prompt attention.  It means: pay attention, (you) see, look; listen; indeed, behold and as a call to closer consideration and contemplation it means: Remember, consider, etc. Mt 10:16; 11:8; 22:4; Mk 14:41; Lk 1:44, 48; 2:10, 48; 7:25; Acts 9:11; 2 Cor 7:11; Jam 3:4f; 5:4, 7, 11.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb NIKAW, which means “to win the victory; be victorious.”

The aorist tense is a consummative aorist, which emphasizes the cessation of an act.  The battle is over and the victory has been won.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that the Lion from the tribe of Judah, The Root of David has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LEWN, meaning “the Lion.”  With this we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and the prepositional phrase EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun PHULĒ, meaning “from the tribe” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun IOUDAS, meaning “of Judah.”  The nominative article before the prepositional phrase substantivizes the entire prepositional phrase (‘from the tribe of Judah’) as an adjective modifying the noun ‘lion’.  Literally this is ‘the from-the-tribe-of-Judah lion’, but in English we say “The Lion from the tribe of Judah.”  This is a title for the Lord Jesus Christ emphasizing His second royal commission from God the Father as the King of the Jews.  Then we have the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and noun HRIZA, meaning “the Root” plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun DAUID, meaning “of (in the sense of from) David.”  This is another title of our Lord’s second royal commission, because it is in apposition with the first title.
“Remember, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has won the victory”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which looks at the entire action of opening the scroll from the viewpoint of its beginning or inception.  It is translated “to begin opening.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord can begin the process of opening the scroll.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive with an implied or elliptical verb EIMI, meaning “to be: He is” and adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy” comes from the previous verse.  This says “[He is worthy] to begin opening...”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BIBLION, which means “the scroll or book.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and cardinal adjective HEPTA (meaning “seven”) plus the noun SPHRAGIS, meaning “seals” plus the third person neuter singular possessive genitive from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its.”
“[He is worthy] to begin opening the scroll and its seals.’”
Rev 5:5 corrected translation
“Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop crying.  Remember, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has won the victory.  [He is worthy] to begin opening the scroll and its seals.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop crying.”

a.  John continues by describing something directly related to himself.

b.  John was emotionally out of control.  He had lost control of himself and was crying vehemently, intensely, and passionately.

c.  John was so overcome by his own sorrow, grief, worry, and fear that God’s plan would not be carried out to its glorious conclusion that he couldn’t think any more.


d.  Emotional control of his soul had stopped John’s ability to think, remember doctrine, or apply the Bible doctrine he knew.


e.  Therefore, one of the twenty-four angelic staff officers sitting around the throne of God orders him to stop doing what he is doing.  And the command means to stop and don’t start again.


f.  John’s vehement crying was nothing more than a distraction to the worship being performed by the twenty-four elders and the four living beings.  Principle: out of control emotional activity is a distraction to worship.  If one of these angels were in a Pentecostal church, he would tell the believers there the same thing he told John, “Stop weeping, crying, wailing; stop all this emotional garbage.”

g.  Notice that God is not worshipped by weeping or crying.  God is worshipped in this passage by remembrance of and consideration of the doctrine in one’s soul.  Therefore, the angel immediately points this out to John.

2.  “Remember, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has won the victory”

a.  John must stop crying, so that he can start thinking.  The angel wants John to notice something, pay attention to something, look at something, so that John can consider what he sees and remember the doctrine in his soul, which explains what he sees.


(1)  John is about the see the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.



(2)  Before that happens the angel is going to remind John that Jesus Christ has already won the victory in the angelic conflict.



(3)  Since the victory has already been won, the events in the scroll can and will be carried out.



(4)  The one and only person qualified to take the scroll from the hand of God the Father and execute its contents is the Person whom John had temporarily forgotten.



(5)  Therefore, the angel orders John to stop crying so John can think about and remember the one Person who is qualified to take that scroll.


b.  The lion is the king of the jungle.  The lion illustrates our Lord’s rulership over Israel.  Our Lord is the Ruler (Lion) from the tribe of Judah.


(1)  Isa 31:4, “For thus says the Lord to me, ‘As the lion or the young lion growls over his prey, against which a band of shepherds is called out, and he will not be terrified at their voice nor disturbed at their noise, so will the Lord of the armies come down to wage war on Mount Zion and on its hill.’”


(2)  Jer 50:44, “Behold, one will come up like a lion from the thicket of the Jordan to a perennially watered pasture; for in an instant I will make them run away from it, and whoever is chosen I will appoint over it.  For who is like Me, and who will summon Me into court?  And who then is the shepherd who can stand before Me?”


(3)  Hos 5:14, “For I will be like a lion to Ephraim [the northern kingdom] and like a young lion to the house of Judah [the southern kingdom].  I, even I, will tear to pieces and go away, I will carry away, and there will be none to deliver.”


(4)  Amos 3:8, “A lion has roared!  Who will not fear?  The Lord God has spoken!  Who can but prophesy?”

c.  Our Lord is from the tribe of Judah as proclaimed in:



(1)  Gen 49:9-10, “You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son.  Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness, who dares rouse him up?  The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs, and to him shall be the obedience of the nations.”


(2)  Heb 7:14, “For [it is] evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, with reference to which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.”


(3)  Jn 7:42, “Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?”


(4)  Rom 1:3, “concerning His Son, the One who was born from the seed of David in relation to the flesh,”


(5)  2 Tim 2:8, “Remember Jesus Christ, resurrected out from the dead, from the seed of David, according to my gospel,”


(6)  Mt 1:1, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”

d.  The Lord identifies Himself as the Root of David in Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches.  I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  The term root refers to the descendant of David.  Our Lord is the descendant of both Jesse and David.  He is David’s greater son.

e.  The Lord is identified as the Root of Jesse (the father of David) in:



(1)  Isa 11:1-5, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; but with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.  Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist.”


(2)  Rom 15:12, “And again Isaiah says [11:10], ‘The Root of Jesse will exist, even He who shall rise up to rule over the Gentiles.  In Him the Gentiles shall have confidence.’”

f.  The two titles (‘The Lion from the tribe of Judah’ and ‘The Root of David’) identify our Lord as coming from the ruling tribe of Israel, the tribe of Judah.  These titles indicate that our Lord has the authority as the ruler of Israel to take the scroll, open it, and execute its judgments as the ruler of Israel.


g.  Positionally the victory was won on the Cross by our Lord’s obedience to the will of God the Father.  Experientially the victory will be consummated at the Second Advent with the incarceration of Satan and all demons and the removal of all unbelievers.
3.  “[He is worthy] to begin opening the scroll and its seals.’”

a.  The angel then gives the important principle that John must realize—Jesus Christ is totally worthy to carry out the will of God the Father with regard to the culmination of the events of human history and the final solution to the angelic conflict.

b.  Jesus Christ is morally worthy because of His sinless perfection or impeccability.

c.  Jesus Christ is spiritually worthy because of His total obedience to the will of the Father.


d.  Jesus Christ is physically worthy because of His resurrection body.


e.  Jesus Christ is infinitely and eternally worthy because of His deity.

f.  There is no area in which our Lord is not totally and completely worthy to execute the will of the Father with regard to the events of human history.


g.  Opening the scroll begins the final judgments on both angels and human beings.  Our Lord is qualified and worthy to begin these final judgments.


h.  The opening or breaking of each seal will unleash another judgment upon the unbeliever in the Tribulation and bring mankind one step closer to the baptism of fire at the second advent of Christ.


i.  Our Lord is worthy to begin the opening of the scroll and its seals, which leads Him step by step to His second advent.


j.  All authority to execute these seal judgments has been given to our Lord by God the Father.  The act of God the Father, holding out this scroll in His hand to God the Son, is the depiction of the delegation of the Father’s authority to carry out His plan.

k.  The perfection of our Lord in both His deity and true humanity through His complete obedience to the will of the Father has made Him the only person in heaven, on earth, or under the earth who is qualified and worthy to carry out the will, plan, and purpose of the Father for the remainder of human history.
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