Rev 5:2



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, used to continue the main thought of the plot.  It can be translated simply “And” or “And then.”  Every time we have the phrase  = “And I saw,” it indicates a new event in what John is seeing.  It moves the plot along from scene to scene.  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, which means “to see: I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the action as a snapshot or picture of a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun AGGELOS and the adjective ISCHUROS, which means “strong, mighty, or powerful angel” and pertains to being strong physically, mentally, or spiritually.”
  With this we have the accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to make an official announcement, announce, make known, by an official herald or one who functions as such Rev 5:2.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the action in progress as John actually saw it happening.


The active voice indicates that this powerful angelic herald produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “announcing.”
This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the adjective MEGAS (BDAG, p. 623), meaning “with a great voice.”
“And then I saw a powerful angel announcing with a great voice,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who” and introducing a direct question.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, which means “worthy, fit, deserving” (BDAG, p. 93).  The nominative subject and predicate without a verb imply the ellipsis of EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action of opening in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “who” produces the action of opening.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which is used after nouns of ability, authority, desire, freedom, hope, need, readiness, or worthiness to clarify, explain or qualify the noun.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BIBLION, meaning “the scroll/book.”  This is followed by the epexegetical or explanatory function of the conjunction KAI,
 meaning “that is” (we have a comparable construction with an epexegetical KAI in Rev 5:5, “to open the scroll; that is, its seven seals”) plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb LUW, which means “to loose, untie bonds, fetters or something similar.”  In the context of a document sealed with wax or clay the meaning “to break” a seal is a good translation.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action of breaking the seals in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “who” produces the action of breaking each seal.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive (see the previous explanation).

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun SPHRAGIS with the third person neuter singular possessive genitive from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its seals.”
“‘Who [is] worthy to open the scroll; that is, to break its seals?’”
Rev 5:2 corrected translation
“And then I saw a powerful angel announcing with a great voice, ‘Who [is] worthy to open the scroll; that is, to break its seals?’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw a powerful angel announcing with a great voice,”

a.  The scene rapidly changes with a new event presented to John.

b.  John sees an angel, but this is no ordinary angel.  This angel is described as a powerful angel, which means that this angel had great physical, mental, and spiritual power.


c.  This angel’s function was as the official herald of the King of kings.  His function was to make official proclamations on behalf of the King.  He does so with a great, strong, powerful voice, which meant that what he said could be heard over the tremendous noise of battle in the angelic conflict.


d.  As the official herald of the King, he has great power and authority among the angels, and his words carry the authority of the King.  When the powerful angel speaks, the elect angels stop what they are doing and listen.

e.  We do not have any indication if this angel is one of the four seraphs before the throne or even a separate angel from these four angels and the twenty-four elders.  But it is probably not one of the twenty-four elders because in verse five, one of the twenty-four elders speaks to John directly and seems to be a separate category of angel from the angel asking the question.


f.  Because this angel is described as a “powerful” angel, we have to conclude that this was not a rank and file angel, but either a cherub or seraph in the angelic hierarchy.  It is very possible that this angelic herald for the King was none other than Gabriel, who made official proclamations for the King of Israel [Jesus Christ] to Daniel (Dan 9:21) and Zacharias (Lk 1:19, “The angel answered and said to him, ‘I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.’”) and Mary (Lk 1:26).

g.  The function of a powerful angel is mentioned two more times:



(1)  Rev 10:1, “I saw another powerful angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire.”


(2)  Rev 18:21, “Then a powerful angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, ‘So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer.’”
2.  “‘Who [is] worthy to open the scroll; that is, to break its seals?’”

a.  Now we have the direct question of this angelic herald.  He is asking the question for the sake of John’s learning and understanding, since as the narrative develops we see that the angel asking the question and the other angels around the throne already know the answer.

b.  The question implies that there must be someone who is worthy in God’s judgment to carry out the coming events of human history and resolve the angelic conflict.  As we shall see shortly no human being or angel was found worthy of this task.

c.  To open the scroll means to carry out the plan of God the Father for the remainder of human history, for the scroll contains the divine decree of the events of the resolution of the angelic conflict, Satan’s appeal trial, and human history.  God the Father does not Himself bring His plan to conclusion, but calls for a Mediator to do so.  And this mediator between God and man must be worthy to bring history to its foreordained consummation.


d.  Therefore, opening the scroll means bringing the events of human and angelic history to their conclusion.  Someone must begin this process and that someone will be revealed as the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Person worthy to carry out and conclude the plan of God.


e.  The final statement in the question ‘to break its seals’ indicates the manner in which the scroll will be opened.  The breaking of each seal will enable the opening of another portion of the scroll.

f.  Therefore, the final events of human history will develop in a logical and chronological order, which is about to be described in the remainder of the book of Revelation.


g.  Only the person to whom an official sealed document was sent had the authority to break the seal of the scroll and read its contents.  For another to do so could mean immediate death due to treason.  Therefore, whoever breaks the seal has to be the one to whom the sender wants to carry out the contents of the document.  In this case God the Father wants God the Son, and only God the Son, to carry out what the Father has decreed for the remainder of human history and final solution to the angelic problem.


h.  Jesus Christ will completely control the future events of the Tribulation, carry out the will of God the Father, and resolve the angelic conflict once and for all time and eternity.


i.  If Jesus Christ can control the events of human history and the Great Tribulation on earth, it follows with greater reason that He can control the events of the life of a single believer.

j.  Just as Jesus Christ controls history, so also He controls the daily events of our life.  Therefore, we have nothing to fear or worry about.  As Paul said, “I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God [the Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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