Rev 5:12



 is the explanatory nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the entire host of angels produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a loud voice.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic, static, gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists, is always true, is axiomatic, and is a dogmatic fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lamb—Jesus Christ—produces the state of being worthy.


The indicative mood is declarative for the absolute reality of the worthiness of our Lord.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, which means “the Lamb,” referring to our Lord Jesus Christ per Jn 1:29, 36, “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’”  This is followed by the appositional nominative neuter singular articular perfect passive participle from the verb SPHAZW, which means “to be slaughtered, murdered: who has been slaughtered.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who” or simply “who.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action.


The participle is ascriptive, ascribing to the Lamb a characteristic or quality.  Our Lord is the slaughtered Lamb.
“saying with a loud voice, ‘The Lamb who has been slaughtered is worthy”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of receiving.


The infinitive is an epexegetical/complementary infinitive, which is used after the adjective ‘worthy’ to indicate that content of that worthiness or what He is worthy of.

Then we have the accusative direct object from a series of nouns connected by KAI and governed by a single article (the Granville-Sharp rule—indicating that all of the nouns are various attributes of the worthiness of our Lord).


The feminine singular noun DUNAMIS means “power, might, strength, force, or capability” and is the word used for the filling of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.”

The masculine singular noun PLOUTOS means “wealth or abundance.”

The feminine singular noun SOPHIA means “wisdom.”

The feminine singular noun ISCHUS means “strength” as in 1 Pet 4:11, “if anyone serves, [do it] as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides.”

The feminine singular noun TIMĒ means “honor, reverence or respect.”

The feminine singular noun DOXA
means “glory.”

The feminine singular noun EULOGIA means “praise or blessing.”
“to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.’”
Rev 5:12 corrected translation
“saying with a loud voice, ‘The Lamb who has been slaughtered is worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.’”
Explanation:
1.  “saying with a loud voice, ‘The Lamb who has been slaughtered is worthy”

a.  The entire heavenly host of angels in unison now says something with a shout of joy that is heard by every fallen angel throughout the universe.  This is a doxology of praise to the Lord Jesus Christ.  “A doxology [from DOXA meaning ‘praise, honor, glory’ and LOGOS meaning ‘utterance’] is a brief expression of praise, primarily to God or to other members of the Trinity.  The basic form is the blessing formula ‘Blessed be the Lord’ or ‘Blessed be the God and Father …’ (Lk 1:68; 2 Cor 1:3-4; Eph 1:3; 1 Pet 1:3; etc.), followed by a statement of the attributes motivating the utterance, primarily God’s activities in the lives of His people.  Variants are ‘Worthy is the Lamb’ (Rev 4:11; 5:9, 12) and ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty’ (Rev 4:8).  Doxologies may begin with an imperative verb, exhorting the hearers to ‘praise the Lord’ (Rev 19:5).  Among the qualities thus attributed to God are glory (Rom 16:27; Gal 1:5), honor, dominion (1 Tim 6:16; 1 Pet 4:11), salvation, power (Rev 19:1), majesty, and authority (Jude 25).  Such blessings are “for ever” (Rom 11:36) or “for ever and ever” (2 Tim 4:18; 1 Pet 5:11).”


b.  This is a battle-cry of victory over the fallen angels.  The elect angels are shouting the victory cry of their Lord and Sovereign.

c.  This victory cry is for the ears of Satan and all his followers in the angelic realm as the praise of the victorious Lamb of God.


d.  The Lamb is none other than the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; that is, the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union.


e.  The slaughtering of the Lamb is an obvious reference to the spiritual death of Christ on the Cross, being judged for our personal sins.


(1)  1 Cor 5:7b, “For indeed our Passover was sacrificed—Christ.”


(2)  1 Pet 1:18b-19, “you have been redeemed from your worthless manner of life handed down from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ as from an unblemished and spotless lamb.”


(3)  Rev 13:8, “All who dwell on the earth will worship him [the Antichrist], everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.”

f.  The entire countless host of angels declares the same thing—the glorified humanity of Christ is worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.


g.  In Rev 4:11 the twenty-four leader-angels declared Jesus Christ to be worthy for another reason, “You are worthy, our Lord and God [Jesus Christ], to receive glory and honor and power, because You created all things; that is, because of Your will they began to exist and they were created.”

h.  In Rev 5:2 a seraph angel asked with a great voice “Who [is] worthy to open the scroll; that is, to break its seals?”  And in Rev 5:5 one of the cherub angels answered that question, “Remember, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has won the victory.  [He is worthy] to begin opening the scroll and its seals.’”

i.  Now the entire heavenly choir of all elect angels answers the question in unison.


j.  Therefore, opening the seals of the Father’s divine decree for the remainder of human history and executing His plan requires the power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing which belongs to Jesus Christ.

2.  “to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.’”

a.  The angels now declare the qualities of those things necessary for the glorified humanity of Christ to have, in order to execute the will of the Father for the remainder of human history and the final resolution of the angelic conflict.  A similar praise of all the angels was given at the first advent of Christ, Heb 1:6, “Moreover again, when He brings His firstborn into the world, He says, ‘And all the angels of God must fall down and worship Him.’”

b.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive power.



(1)  Deity does not receive power; deity is power, absolute and eternal power.


(2)  Therefore, the concept of receiving power here must refer to receiving the power of the Holy Spirit by the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union in His resurrection body.


(3)  Our Lord not only has the power of His deity, but also the power of God the Holy Spirit filling His humanity in His resurrection body.


(4)  This power is necessary to execute the will of God the Father by any human being, and the Lord Jesus Christ is still a true human being in hypostatic union in resurrection body.

c.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive wealth.



(1)  This wealth includes both material wealth and spiritual wealth.



(2)  All the kingdoms of the world will belong to Christ as His one millennial kingdom.  Therefore, the wealth of the world will belong to Him.



(3)  But far more importantly is the spiritual wealth that belongs to Christ in the knowledge of the word of God and His faith, trust, and confidence in the plan of God the Father.


d.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive wisdom.



(1)  Wisdom is the right application of the word of God.



(2)  The humanity of Christ received wisdom by learning and applying the word of God during His first advent.  He no longer needs to learn the word of God in His humanity, but He will certainly apply it during His second advent.


(3)  Therefore, receiving wisdom here is the concept of our Lord’s humanity knowing exactly what to do on a daily basis for the execution of the Father’s plan for the remainder of human history.



(4)  Col 2:3, “in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”

e.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive strength.



(1)  This Greek word refers to being competent in doing something; that is, having the ability to do something.



(2)  The previous word ‘power’ refers to the divine power our Lord receives from the filling of God the Holy Spirit.



(3)  The word ‘strength’ refers to the ability and competence of His perfect humanity in resurrection body to execute the will of God.



(4)  Our Lord will have both the spiritual power and the physical power to execute the will of God the Father.


f.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive honor.


(1)  Our Lord is worthy to receive honor from all created beings, both angelic and human.


(2)  The Greek word includes the concepts of reverence and respect.


(3)  The Lord is worthy to receive our reverence and respect as our Savior.



(4)  He is worthy to receive the reverence and respect of all people born during His millennial reign, but will only receive the reverence and respect of believers.  Unbelievers will revolt against Him at the end of His thousand year reign, after Satan is released from his prison to start another revolt against Him.


g.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive glory.



(1)  Our Lord is receiving glory now from God the Father by being seated at the right hand of the Father.



(2)  Our Lord is also receiving glory now from the elect angels and all those in heaven.


(3)  He will receive glory from the assembled Church at the Big Genuflex, when every knee will bow to Him:




(a)  Rom 14:11, “For it stands written, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘Every knee shall bow [genuflex] to Me, and every tongue shall praise God [the Father]’.”



(b)  Phil 2:9-11, “Therefore also, God [the Father] has exalted Him [Jesus Christ] to the maximum and has graciously bestowed on Him the rank which is over and above every rank, in order that at the command of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of heavenly beings both the ones on earth and the ones under the earth [believers who died before the rapture occurred], and every tongue shall acknowledge from itself that Jesus Christ is the Lord resulting in the glory of God the Father.”


(4)  He will receive glory from all believers who are delivered at His second advent.


(5)  He will receive glory from all believers and elect angels forever in the eternal state. 


h.  The humanity of Christ is worthy to receive blessing.



(1)  Our Lord is worthy to receive blessing in time during His millennial reign and blessing in eternity during the eternal state.


(2)  Our Lord is worthy to receive temporal and spiritual blessings for time and eternity.


(3)  Our Lord is worthy to receive blessings from all elect angels and every believer of human history.



(4)  Receiving blessing includes the concept of receiving praise, and we are certainly told by Psalm 146:10 to praise the Lord, “The Lord will reign forever, Your God, O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the Lord!”  Ps 150:6, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord!”

i.  We will see a similar doxology in Rev 7:11-12, “And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, ‘Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever.  Amen.’”

j.  The Old Testament background for this statement is found in:



(1)  1 Chr 29:11-12, “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You exalt Yourself as head over all.  Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone.”


(2)  Dan 2:20, “Daniel said, ‘Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him.”

k.  Each of these qualities is ascribed to Christ elsewhere in the New Testament.



(1)  Power and wisdom, 1 Cor 1:24, “but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”


(2)  Wealth, 2 Cor 8:9, “For example, you know the gracious deed of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your benefit He became poor, though being rich, in order that you might become rich by means of that poverty” and Eph 3:8, “to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ,”


(3)  Strength, Lk 11:22, “But when someone [Christ] stronger than he [Satan] attacks him and overpowers him, he [Christ] takes away from him [Satan] all his armor on which he had relied and distributes his plunder.”


(4)  Honor, Phil 2:11, “and every tongue shall acknowledge from itself that Jesus Christ is the Lord…”


(5)  Glory, John 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the uniquely-born from the Father, full of grace and truth.”


(6)  Praise/blessing, Rom 15:29, “Now I know that when I come to you, I shall come in fullness of blessing from Christ.”
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