Rev 5:10



 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact,” followed by the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make: you have made.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completed action of the verb.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the double accusative of person and thing.  First we have the accusative direct object of person from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to all Church Age believers.  This is followed by the dative of possession (‘belonging to’) from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to our God.”  Then we have the other half of the double accusative in the accusative of the thing from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, meaning “the act of ruling; kingship, royal power, royal rule; ‘obtain royal power (for oneself)’ Lk 19:12, 15; Rev 17:12, ‘a kingdom’, 17:18; he gave us royal jurisdiction Rev 1:6; 5:10; royal rule Lk 1:33; 22:29; Acts 1:6; Heb 1:8, ‘Your throne’; 1 Cor 15:24, ‘the kingdom’; Heb 11:33, ‘conquered kingdoms’.”
  Since the basic meaning of the word is “the ‘being,’ ‘nature’ and ‘state’ of the king,”
 the best translation here is probably the word “royalty.”  With this we also have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine plural noun HIEREUS, meaning “priests.”
“In fact, You have made them royalty and priests to our God;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” in the sense of ‘furthermore’.  Then we have third person plural future active indicative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule as a king: they will rule.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that mature believers of the Church Age will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of the word of God.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “upon the earth.”
“and they [mature believers] will rule upon the earth.”
Rev 5:10 corrected translation
“In fact, You [Jesus Christ] have made them [the Church] royalty and priests to our God; and they [mature believers] will rule upon the earth.”
Explanation:

1.  “In fact, You have made them royalty and priests to our God;”

a.  This verse is the continuation and end of the new song, being sung by the twenty-eight ruling angels in heaven.

b.  The song is new because it deals with the new spiritual species—the royal family of God.

c.  The subject ‘You’ refers in the context to the Lamb—Jesus Christ.  The object ‘them’ refers to the royal family of God, the new spiritual species; that is, all Church Age believers.  We know this from three keys in the passage.


(1)  The ‘new’ song relates to the ‘new’ species of:




(a)  Eph 2:15, “having abolished in His flesh the Law characterized by the commandments consisting in ordinances, in order that He might cause to create in Himself the two [Jew & Gentile believers] resulting in one new man [new spiritual species], producing peace [reconciliation],”



(b)  2 Cor 5:17, “For this reason, if anyone [is] in Christ (and he is), [he is] a new creature.”



(c)  Gal 6:15, “For neither the circumcision [the Jew] nor the uncircumcision [the Gentile] is anything, but the new creation [is something].”


(2)  The object ‘them’ is said to be royalty.  Only the Church is spiritual royalty.




(a)  Heb 12:28, “Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom, let us have gratitude, by means of which [gratitude] we may serve God in an acceptable manner with awe and profound respect;”



(b)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(c)  Rev 1:6, “and has made us royalty, priests to God even His Father, to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.  I believe it.”



(d)   Rev 2:26, “Furthermore the winner; that is, the one who persists in obeying My works until the end, I will give to him authority over the nations;” and Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him [the reward and privilege] of sitting with Me on My throne, and I also have won and have sat down with my Father on His throne.”



(e)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”


(3)  The object ‘them’ will be priests to the God of these angels.  The Church is called a kingdom of priests.




(a)  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”



(b)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(c)  Rev 1:6, “and has made us royalty, priests to God even His Father, to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.  I believe it.”



(d)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”

d.  The personal pronoun ‘our’ refers to the elect angels, and the word ‘God’ refers to both God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, because of the statement in Rev 20:6, they shall be priests of God and of Christ.

e.  Jesus Christ has made the Church, His bride, spiritual royalty.  We are the royal family of our Lord Jesus Christ by virtue of being in union with Him in His royal victory of living the perfect spiritual life even to the point of total obedience to God the Father on the Cross.

f.  Jesus Christ has made the Church a royal priesthood after the manner of the priesthood of Melchizedek, and not according to the racial manner of the Levitical priesthood.  (See Hebrews).


g.  Our spiritual royalty is directly related to our royal priesthood as seen by their connection in:



(1)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”


(2)  Rev 1:6, “and has made us royalty, priests to God even His Father, to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.  I believe it.”


(3)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood,…”
2.  “and they [mature believers] will rule upon the earth.”

a.  The highest ruling elect angels finish their song with the fact that the royal priesthood will rule on the earth with Christ.

b.  The subject ‘they’ is clearly defined in Rev 3:21 as the mature believer of the Church Age, “The winner, I will give to him [the reward and privilege] of sitting with Me on My throne, and I also have won and have sat down with my Father on His throne.”  Compare this with 2 Tim 2:12a, “If we endure (and I assume we will), we shall also rule with [Christ].”  The Church Age believer who enters into the cosmic system of Satan and becomes degenerate in a state of perpetual carnality is still saved, but will definitely not rule with Christ.  He has given up his eternal reward of ruling with Christ for a thousand years during the millennium.

c.  The fact believers shall rule with Christ on earth is also mentioned in the following passages.


(1)  Tribulational believers will rule with Christ according to Rev 20:4, “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.  And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”


(2)  The Church will rule with Christ according to Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”


(3)  1 Cor 6:2, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And so if the world will be judged by you, and it will, are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?”


(4)  Believers will rule forever in the eternal kingdom of God, Rev 22:5, “And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.”


(5)  This reigning with Christ stands behind Paul’s ironical statement in 1 Cor 4:8, “You already have all you could want; you have become kings apart from our assistance.  In fact I wish that you were indeed kings, in order that we might also rule with you.”


(6)  Those who receive the gift of righteousness shall rule through Jesus Christ.  Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one and it did, much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace; that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.”


(7)  John indirectly states that he will rule with Christ by his statement in Rev 1:9 that he is already a part of the God’s kingdom, Rev 1:9, “I, John, your fellow-believer and fellow-participant in oppression and the kingdom and the perseverance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony about Jesus.”

d.  The Old Testament background for this statement is found in:



(1)  Ex 19:6, “and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”


(2)  Dan 7:22, “until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.” 


(3)  Dan 7:27, “Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.”

e.  Distinction must be made between the rulership of positive, mature believers of the Old Testament, Tribulation, and Church Age who will rule with Christ for a thousand years on earth over the people of the great population explosion of the millennium and the rulership of all believers in the eternal kingdom of God, who will rule over the elect angels forever.
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