Rev 4:10
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 is the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall down, throw oneself to the ground as a sign of devotion or humility, before high-ranking persons or divine beings Mt 2:11; 4:9; 18:26, 29; Rev 4:10; 5:8, 14; 7:11; 11:16; 19:4; 22:8.”


The future tense is an iterative and predicative future, which indicates what kept on occurring at successive intervals, whenever the four living beings initiate worship toward Jesus Christ.


The deponent middle is active in meaning; the twenty-four elders producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjectives EIKOSI, meaning “twenty” and TESSARES, meaning “four” with the adjective PRESBUTEROS, meaning “elders.”  The entire subject is “the twenty-four elders.”  This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit.”

The articular participle functions as a substantive, with the article used as a relative pronoun, meaning: “the One who sits.”

The present tense is descriptive for what was going on at the moment John was seeing all this.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; the Lord Jesus Christ producing the action of sitting on His throne.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, but substantival as the object of the preposition.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “on the throne.”
“the twenty-four elders will fall down before the One who sits on the throne,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”

The future tense is an iterative and predicative future, which indicates what kept on occurring at successive intervals, whenever the four living beings initiate worship toward Jesus Christ.


The active voice indicates that the twenty-four elders produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object
 from the masculine singular present active articular participle from the verb ZAW, which means “the One who lives.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and substantivizes the participle as the object of the previous verb “to worship.”  The article is translated “the One who or He who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as John looks at this scene.


The active voice indicates that the hypostatic union of Jesus Christ produces the action of being alive in heaven.

The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, but substantivized by the article.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning literally “for the ages,” which is an idiom, meaning “forever.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages.”  This phrase: “for the ages of the ages” is a Greek idiom meaning “forever and ever; or for evermore.”
“and will worship the One who lives forever and ever,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw, but also means to put or place something in a location: to put, place, apply, lay, bring; to lay down.”
 


The future tense is an iterative and predicative future, which indicates what kept on occurring at successive intervals, whenever the four living beings initiate worship toward Jesus Christ.


The active voice indicates that the twenty-four elders produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun STEPHANOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their crowns” (the wreath was worn as a crown, which was a reward for winning in battle or in the athletic games).  This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “before the throne.”  Finally, we have the explanatory nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what these angels are doing at the same time as they fall down and lay their crowns before the throne.


The active voice indicates that the twenty-four angelic staff officers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“and will lay down their crowns [rewards] before the throne, saying,”
Rev 4:10 corrected translation
“the twenty-four elders will fall down before the One who sits on the throne, and will worship the One who lives forever and ever, and will lay down their crowns [rewards] before the throne, saying,”
Explanation:
1.  “the twenty-four elders will fall down before the One who sits on the throne,”

a.  This is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 9.  The complete sentence says, “And whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanksgiving to the One who sits on the throne, to the One who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders [angelic staff] will fall down before the One who sits on the throne, and will worship the One who lives forever and ever, and will lay down their crowns [rewards] before the throne, saying,…”

b.  The subject of the sentence is now introduced as the twenty-four elders, first mentioned in Rev 4:4, “Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting, having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”

c.  The verb PIPTW is often used for falling down or prostrating oneself before another in adoration.  For example, the wise men ‘fell down’ before Mary’s child and worshiped Him (Mt 2:11); Cornelius ‘fell down’ at the feet of Peter (Acts 10:25); and various individuals in the book of Revelation ‘fall down’ and worship (Rev 4:10; 5:8, 14; 7:11; 11:16; 19:4).


d.  The One who sits on the throne has previously been identified as the Lord Jesus Christ, by the phrases in Rev 4:2-3, 8-9, “a throne was standing in heaven and someone is sitting on the throne.  Furthermore, He who was sitting on the throne [was] similar in appearance to a gem stone, to jasper and to carnelian [reddish],” and “‘Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Lord, the Almighty God [Jesus Christ], ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’.  And whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanksgiving to the One who sits on the throne, to the One who lives forever and ever.”

e.  The point being made here is that whenever the four living beings offer worship to the Lord Jesus Christ on His throne, then their twenty-four subordinate staff officer angels do likewise.  The four seraphs lead in the worship of Jesus Christ and the subordinate angels follow in worship.

f.  The highest ranking angels in heaven recognize and acknowledge the deity and glorified humanity of Jesus Christ combined in one Person in heaven forever.


g.  The principle of application is that if these highest of angels recognize and worship Jesus Christ, then is not the same expected of us, who are lower than the angels and have put our faith, trust, and confidence in Him?


h.  This statement also indicates the authority orientation of these subordinate angels, who recognize the leadership of the superior angels who worship Christ and of course the ultimate superiority of Christ Himself.

2.  “and will worship the One who lives forever and ever,”

a.  The description “who lives forever and ever” identifies the One who sits on the throne as the Lord Jesus Christ.  The object of this worship is also mentioned as the One who lives forever and ever in:



(1)  Rev 1:18a, “‘The Living One,’ that is, I became dead, and yet behold, I am living forever and ever.”


(2)  Rev 4:9b, “to the One who sits on the throne, to the One who lives forever and ever,”

b.  Jesus Christ will be worshipped forever by all of His creation both angelic and human:


(1)  Rom 14:11, “For it stands written, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘Every knee shall bow [genuflex] to Me, and every tongue shall praise God [the Father]’.”


(2)  Phil 2:9-11, “Therefore also, God [the Father] has exalted Him [Jesus Christ] to the maximum and has graciously bestowed on Him the rank which is over and above every rank, in order that at the command of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of heavenly beings both the ones on earth and the ones under the earth [believers who died before the rapture occurred], and every tongue shall acknowledge from itself that Jesus Christ is the Lord resulting in the glory of God the Father.”


(3)  Heb 1:6, “Moreover again, when He brings His firstborn into the world, He says, ‘And all the angels of God must fall down and worship Him.’”


(4)  The unbeliever never worships Christ, Rom 1:25, “Who indeed exchanged the truth from God [the gospel] for a lie; they both worshipped and served the creature [Satan] rather than the Creator [Jesus Christ], who is praised forever.  It is certain.”

c.  All the elect angels worship the Lord Jesus Christ in His glorified humanity at the right hand of the Father.  The demand of God the Father that all angels do so is being fulfilled right now.

3.  “and will lay down their crowns [rewards] before the throne, saying,”

a.  The second part of the worship of these angels is the act of placing or laying their eternal rewards before the throne of the Lord.

b.  This is an act of acknowledgment that He is the source of these eternal rewards and blessings.

c.  Just as there were and are rewards and decorations for elect angels who were victorious in the angelic conflict by their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, so also there are and will be rewards and decorations for all believers who place their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ during this life.

d.  Placing the crown before the throne symbolizes the act of placing one’s trust in Christ.


e.  This is also an act of thanksgiving for all that Jesus Christ has done for these angels.  They recognize, acknowledge, and are thankful to the Lord for all He has done for them.  We should do no less as those who will be higher than angels (1 Cor 6:3).

f.  “In the secular realm it was common for petitioners to prostrate themselves before the king and kiss his garment.  Lesser kings would lay their crowns before the emperor to show their submission to him (Tacitus tells how the Parthian king Tiridates laid his crown at Nero’s feet).”
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