Rev 3:5



 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb NIKAW, which means “to win in the face of obstacles, be victor, conquer, overcome, or prevail.”


The article substantivizes the participle, making it function as a noun and subject of the sentence.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is ascriptive; that is, it functions as a substantive.  It is translated “the winner.”
Then we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which is used to “draw an inference from what precedes, meaning: so, Hence as in Rom 1:15; 6:11.”
  This is followed by the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb PERIBALLW, which means “to clothe oneself in or with something Rev 3:5; 4:4.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The middle voice is a causative direct middle, in which “the causative middle implies both source and results: the action was caused by someone who also was the recipient of its outcome in some sense.  The causative middle also emphasizes the volition of the person involved.  Like ﻿Gal 5:12﻿, this is an example of a causative direct middle.  Direct middles are not uncommon with verbs meaning ‘﻿to put on clothes’.”
  It should be translated will cause himself to be clothed.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere, state, or condition from the neuter plural noun HIMATION and the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “in white clothing, apparel, or garments.”
“Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments,”
 is the continuative or additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the double negative OU MĒ, meaning “absolutely not” or “never.”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb EXALEIPHW, which means “to wipe away Rev 7:17; 21:4; wipe out, erase the name from the book of life Rev 3:5; to remove so as to leave no trace, remove, destroy, obliterate Col 2:14; Acts 3:19.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates Jesus Christ will never produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his (the winner’s) name, title, recognition accorded a person on the basis of performance, (well-known) name, reputation, fame: ‘his fame (ONOMA) was widespread Mk 6:14; have the reputation of Rev 3:1 perhaps also Rev 3:5.”
  This name is our new title of royalty, which is mentioned in Rev 3:12, “The winner…I will emblazon [inscribe a heraldry] on him the title of My God, also emblazoned with My new name [third royal patent (a privilege or right granted to Him by God the Father) of Jesus Christ].”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation (BDAG, p. 295) from the feminine singular article and noun BIBLOS with the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “out of the Book of Life.”
“and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.”
 is the either the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore” or the emphatic use of KAI, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to acknowledge: I will acknowledge.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his name/title.”  Then we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place (BDAG, p. 342) from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “before or in the presence of My Father.”  With this we also have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS plus the possessive genitive from the  third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in the presence of His angels.”
“In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”
Rev 3:5 corrected translation
“Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”
Explanation:
1.  “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments,”

a.  Based upon the fact some believers in Sardis have not compromised with the evil around them and are worthy to live with Christ in eternity in white clothes or a uniform that glorifies Christ, the Lord now declares that these believers are winner believers.

b.  As winner believers they receive the special honor and privilege of putting on, wearing, clothing themselves in these special white clothes or uniform that identifies them as a winner believer.

c.  All believers will be dressed in white, but not all believers will have this white uniform of honor that glorifies the Lord.


d.  The picture being portrayed here by the middle voice of the verb it that Christ gives the winner believer a new set of clothes to put on over his or her resurrection body.  This set of clothes is like a military uniform in that it distinguishes this believer as a winner-believer in the spiritual life, not just a person who has believed in Christ.


e.  This winner-believer then dresses himself in these white garments, which not only identify him or her as victorious in the execution of the spiritual life, but glorifies the Lord forever.

2.  “and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.”

a.  The Lord adds another promise to the winner believer in this verse.  His new name or title of royalty remains forever inscribed in the Book of Life.


(1)  It is not just the believer’s name that is written there, but also his new title of royalty.



(2)  When a person is knighted by the King (Jesus Christ), they receive a new title “Sir John Smith.”  Or they might receive the title “Lord Henry Tudor.”  They retain their name, but a new title is added to their name, so that they now have a new name and/or title.



(3)  Thus the winner believer of the Church Age receives a new title to go with his old name, so that he now has a new name, which is his title of royalty.



(4)  This title of royalty is written into the Book of Life next to his name.  The book of life is a list of every person that has ever received human life.  If a person dies without believing in Christ, their name is erased from the book of life.  When a person is recognized by Christ for their execution of the spiritual life at the evaluation throne of Christ, they are awarded a new title of royalty and this title of royalty is written into the book of life next to their name.

b.  Some biblical scholars have used this statement in Scripture to declare that there is no such as thing as eternal security, because this verse implies that the believer’s name can be blotted out of the Book of Life.  John Walvoord rebukes this false doctrine on page 82 of his commentary as follows:
“To make the continuance of our salvation depend upon works, however, is gross failure to comprehend that salvation is by grace alone.  If it depended upon the believer’s perseverance, the name would not have been written there in the first place.   …there is no explicit statement here that anybody will have his name blotted out, but rather the promise that his name will not be blotted out because of his faith in Christ.  The implication, however, is that such is a possibility.  On the basis of this some have considered the book of life not as the roll of those who are saved but rather a list of those for whom Christ died; that is, all humanity who have possessed physical life.  As they come to maturity and are faced with the responsibility of accepting or rejecting Christ, their names are blotted out if they fail to receive Jesus Christ as Savior; whereas those who do accept Christ as Savior are confirmed in their position in the book of life, and their names are confessed before the Father and the heavenly angels.” 

The only part of this with which I would disagree is the phrase “as they come to maturity.”  Rather it should be when they come to the end of their life, if they have not believed in Christ, then their names are blotted out of the book of life.

c.  Rev 13:8 and 17:8 seem to state that the unbeliever’s names are never written in the Book of Life.


(1)  Rev 13:8, “In fact, all [Jewish unbelievers of last half of Tribulation] who live in the land [Jewish nation] will worship him [dictator of revived Roman Empire], (everyone whose name has not been written in the Book of Life belonging to the Lamb [Jesus Christ] Who has been slain from the foundation of the world).”  The unbeliever is not registered in the book of life.



(2)  Rev 17:8, “The beast that you saw was [A.D. 96] and is not [476 A.D.] and is about to come up from the abyss [revived Roman Empire empowered by Satan] and will go to destruction [Second Advent].  In fact the inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world will marvel when they see the beast that was and is not and yet he will exist.”


(3)  Dr. Thomas helps solve this problem.  “Rev 17:8 poses an apparent problem for this interpretation when it notes that the names of the ‘earth-dwellers’ have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world.  The problem may be resolved by distinguishing the two possible emphases of the perfect tense of GRAPHW = to be written, that of a completed process and that of continuing results following the completed process.  It is not the completed process of writing before the foundation of the world that is being negated by OU.  It is rather the continuing results: ‘whose names do not remain written in the book of life from the foundation of the world’.  They were there at one time, but they did not stay there.”



(4)  Note how wrong exegesis results in a terrible theological conclusion.  “In 13:8; 17:8 and 20:15 the earth-dwellers are those ‘whose names were not written in the book of life’.  [instead of ‘do not remain written’]  Thus those whose names are ‘erased’ are a different group.  Those ‘not written’ are the earth-dwellers who worship the beast and have always rejected the gospel.  Those ‘erased’ are members of the Sardian church who failed to remain true to Christ.  Moreover, there are passages in Revelation on the possibility of losing one’s place in the kingdom.   …this can happen to all believers, and the only way to be sure of one’s final salvation is to persevere (the Arminian view).”


d.  However, in Ps 69:28 we have the thoughts of the humanity of Christ through the thoughts of David, when he says, “May they [unbelievers] be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.”  The clear meaning of this passage is that the unbeliever’s name is recorded in the book of life and has not yet been blotted out, but can be in the future.  This only makes sense if the book of life is a register of all human beings that live on earth during human history.

e.  At the end of human history the book of life contains the names of those who have believed in Christ and have eternal life.


(1)  Phil 4:3, “Yes, I am asking even you, reliable co-worker [Luke], please help these women, who fought at my side in [spreading] the gospel, with both Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”


(2)  Rev 20:12, “Then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne, and books [the books of good works of the unbeliever] were opened.  And another book was opened, which is [the book] of life; then the dead were judged from the things, which had been written in the books on the basis of their works.”


(3)  Rev 20:15, “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

f.  In addition to the Book of Life, other books record the deeds or events of life. These seem to be the basis for the last judgment, where “the court sat in judgment and the books were opened” (Dan 7:10) and “the dead were judged according to their works, as recorded in the books” (Rev 20:12).


g.  “The ancient practice of keeping various kinds of records has an analogy in the concept of heavenly record books.  Although the only OT use of the complete expression ‘book of the living’ is in Ps 69:28, God’s ‘book’ in Ex 32:32f (“But now, if You will, forgive their sin and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You have written!  The Lord said to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against Me [not believed in Christ], I will blot him out of My book.”) is part of the same concept.  To be blotted out of this book means an (untimely) end of life.  The use of the concept in Ps 139:16 includes an expression of predestination (“Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them.”).  A further development is the conception of a book or books upon which the final judgment is to be based, apparently God’s plan for history.  The ‘book of life’ is related to, but not the same as, the books of records on which judgment is based (20:12, 15).  The concept is referred to in Lk 10:20 (“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”) Heb 12:23 (“that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven”).


h.  All the righteous who ‘shall be found written in the book’ will survive the eschatological tribulation, Dan 12:1, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise.  And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”

i.  This statement by our Lord is a guarantee of two things:



(1)  The eternal security of all believers.



(2)  The eternal rewards of the mature believer.

3.  “In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”

a.  Our Lord adds another special reward and privilege for the winner-believer.  He /she will receive a special presentation before God the Father and the elect angels in heaven.  The mature winner-believer is formally presented by Jesus Christ to God the Father with the elect angels in attendance.

b.  At this presentation, Jesus Christ will acknowledge or make known the new title of royalty of the winner-believer.

c.  The acknowledgment of this title before God the Father makes it a permanent title that will never change.  It is secured forever by being written in the book of life and by being acknowledged to God the Father.

d.  All elect angels will recognize the royalty of the winner believers of the Church Age.  They will acknowledge and respect that royalty because God the Father has acknowledged it.


e.  Jesus Christ is the one giving the winner-believer his new title of royalty.  Jesus Christ acknowledges this title; God the Father approves of this acknowledgment; and the elect angels recognize it as well.


f.  This promise is a reiteration of our Lord’s promise in Mt 10:32; Lk 12:8, “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”  Compare Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
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