Rev 3:4
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 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” and introducing a strong contrast between those believers who do not recover from reversionism and those who do and/or have not entered into a state of degeneracy and apostasy.  This is followed by the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “you have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that the church produces the action of having something.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective OLIGOS and the noun ONOMA, which means “a few persons.”  This is a perfect example of the word ONOMA not referring to a person’s name, but to the person themselves.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural noun SARDEIS, meaning “in Sardis.”  The reason the noun is in the plural is because there was a lower city and upper city, the older upper city 1500 feet above the newer lower city.  The dual cities came to have a plural name referring to one location.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to the ‘few persons’.  This is followed by the strong negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb MOLUNW, which means “to cause something to become dirty or soiled, stain, soil; unsoiled garments as symbol of a spotless life Rev 3:4.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of the spiritual life of a few of the believers in Sardis and regards the action from the standpoint of its completion.  It is translated in English by the helping verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that the few positive believers produced the action of not soiling their clothes, i.e., not ruining their spiritual life by compromise with the cosmic system.


The indicative mood is a fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun HIMATION with the third person neuter plural possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their clothes” (BDAG, p. 475).

“But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact; Indeed; or Certainly.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk” and is used metaphorically for living one’s life.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that positive, growing and mature believers will produce the action in the millennial reign of Christ and throughout eternity.


The indicative mood is declarative for an eternal promise of God, and therefore, a dogmatic fact.

This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with Me” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural adjective LEUKOS, meaning “in whites.”  This is a technical phrase for what growing and mature believers will wear in eternity as an eternal reward and decoration to cover the resurrection body.  This is similar to the navy uniform “whites” or the army uniform “blues.”  For example, one soldier might ask another, “What’s the uniform for tonight’s dinner?”  And another soldier will answer, “Whites,” referring to the Mess dress white uniform.  These “whites” are a uniform that glorifies the Lord forever.  Therefore, it can be called a “uniform of glory.”  Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “they are.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present, which describes the present state or unchanging condition.


The active voice indicates that certain believers will be distinguished in a special way for their spiritual life and will be recognized by a certain uniform they wear.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.”
Rev 3:4 corrected translation
“But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.”
Explanation:
1.  “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.”

a.  The Lord now turns His attention from those in recovery from Christian degeneracy to those who have maintained their positive volition to doctrine and are moving on to pleroma status (being filled with all the fullness of God, Eph 3:19).

b.  There was a remnant of positive believers who kept on learning and applying doctrine and continued to grow in grace and the knowledge of Christ.

c.  There are usually a few believers in any given congregation, no matter how bad the church is, that want to learn doctrine and grow up spiritually.


d.  These believers have not soiled their clothes, which is a metaphor or word picture for living in the cosmic system.  This same analogy was used by Jude in Jude 22-23, “And, have mercy on some who are disputing, deliver others, snatching [them] from fire, have mercy on others, detesting with fear even the stained-by-the-flesh undergarment.”


(1)  All of us get dirt and grass stains on our clothes from time to time.  That’s why we wash them to get the dirt out.  Using the recovery procedure of the spiritual life of naming our sins to God is the function of washing our spiritual life whenever we need to.



(2)  However, soiling your clothes is much worse.  This is when you have fallen into the sewage ditch and are covered in raw sewage everywhere.  That’s life in Satan’s cosmic system.  There were a few believers in the church of Sardis that had not fallen into the sewage ditch.


e.  These believers were not sinless (1 Jn 1:8, “If we say that we do not have sin [a sin nature or personal sins], we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”); they had not compromised their love of the word of God and will of God with paganism and the contemporary norms and standards of their society.

f.  They were not involved in the religious cults, the Phallic cult, mystery cults or the trade union feasts of worship to a demon idol or doing anything else that would make the unbelievers around them think that they believed in, accepted, or tolerated that lifestyle of perpetual carnality.


g.  These perpetually positive believers (in contrast to perpetually carnal believers) now have a special reward mentioned.

2.  “Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.”

a.  The subject “they” obviously refers to those believers who have not soiled their clothes.

b.  Walking with Christ is a metaphor for living with Christ.  The future tense refers to their future life on earth during our Lord’s millennial reign as well as for the eternal state.

c.  What does the phrase “in whites” mean?



(1)  This is a reference to a special dress uniform that believers are rewarded.  It is like the dress uniform of a soldier, sailor or marine, when they are decked out in their finest attire.



(2)  This is a uniform of honor that glorifies Christ forever.  It is awarded at the evaluation throne of Christ.


(3)  This uniform of glory was first modeled by Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Mt 17:2, “and His clothes became white as light.”


(4)  The uniform of glory is a translucent light which covers the resurrection body and distinguishes the winner believer of the Church Age in resurrection body from the loser believers.


(5)  The uniform of glory is a monument to consistent right decisions by the positive believer.

d.  Our Lord mentions this award again in His next statement, saying that it belongs specifically to the winner-believer.


(1)  The uniform of glory will again be referred to in Rev 3:18, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.”


(2)  The twenty-four elders ruling with Christ will have this uniform of glory, Rev 4:4, “Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads.”

e.  This uniform of glory is similar to the white robe given to Tribulational martyrs, which is mentioned in Rev 6:11, “Also a white robe was given to each one of them and they were informed  that they should refresh themselves for a little while longer, until they; [tribulational martyrs] that is their fellow servants, even their brethren, those who are destined to be killed, even as they [have been killed], should be completed.”

f.  This uniform of glory is similar to the white robe given to all tribulational believers as mentioned in Rev 7:9, “After these things I looked, and behold, a large crowd [tribulational believers per verses 13-14], which no one could count, from all the Gentile nations and [Jewish] tribes, and the masses, and foreign languages, standing before the throne [God the Father] and before the Lamb, and they were wearing white robes and palm branches were in their hands.”  The white robe is the basic uniform given to all believers of human history.  The uniform of glory is a special version of this white robe.


g.  The resurrection body of all Church Age believers is also dressed in white, Rev 19:14, “And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses [sign of victory], and they were clothed with fine linen [ultimate sanctification], white [resurrection body] pure [ultimate sanctification].”

h.  The contrast of this verse with the last verse is summed up by the phrase “because they are worthy.”  Not all believers will be worthy of this uniform of glory for all eternity.  All believers will be dressed in the basic white uniform, but not all believers are worthy to be dressed in this white uniform.  This tells us that there are different degrees of white uniforms in the millennial reign of Christ.



(1)  There is the basic white uniform for all believers.



(2)  There is a different white uniform for tribulational believers.



(3)  There is a special white uniform for mature believers of the Church Age, who are worthy to wear it.
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