Rev 3:22



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to hear: The one who has, or He who has.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present state from the root meaning of the verb ‘to have’, which in itself produces the perfective idea of existing results.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having a spiritual ear; that is, the spiritual ability to hear because of the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


The participle is ascriptive, being substantivized by the article, and functioning as the subject of this sentence.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the noun OUS, which means “a mental and spiritual understanding, ear, hearing, transference from hearing as sense perception, e.g., be hard of hearing=comprehend slowly (or, rather, not at all) Mt 13:15; Acts 28:27; ‘receive the following words into your ears, i.e. take them to heart’ Lk 9:44; ‘ears that do not hear’ Rom 11:8.”
  Therefore, I am going to translate it “the faculty of spiritual hearing” to distinguish it from the empirical function of the sensory organ.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: must hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of learning doctrine in its entirety as a snapshot.


The active voice indicates that the positive believers must produce the action of using their faculty of spiritual hearing to listen to the teaching of God the Holy Spirit in the perception of doctrine.


The imperative mood is a command, and in the third person singular is better translated “must hear” rather than “Let he who has an ear hear” which sounds like permission rather than command.

“He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative/relative pronoun TIS, which means “what or that which.”  This is followed by the nominative neuter singular subject from the article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of speaking to the churches in His teaching ministry through the function of the spiritual gift of the pastor-teacher.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “to the churches.”
“what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Rev 3:22 corrected translation
“He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Explanation:
1.  See Rev 3:13 for a review of the notes on this repeated statement in chapters 2-3.
2.  A summary of all that the Holy Spirit has communicated to the human spirit (the faculty of spiritual hearing) of every Church Age believer in Rev 2-3.

a.  There are four main themes in chapters 2-3.


(1)  The descriptions of our Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  What believers do right.



(3)  What is wrong with believers and churches.



(4)  What God promises to those believers who live the spiritual life He has provided for them by the execution of His will.


b.  The descriptions of our Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  “He who holds fast the seven stars [pastors] in His right hand, the One Who keeps walking in the middle of the seven golden lampstands [local churches].”  This description emphasizes:



(a)  the eternal security of the believer, and 




(b)  the fact that Jesus Christ controls history to protect the Church.



(2)  “The First and the Last Who died and came to life.”  This emphasizes:



(a)  the eternity of Jesus Christ as God, and




(b)  the eternal future of Jesus Christ as resurrected humanity.



(3)  “He who has the sharp double-edged broadsword.”  This emphasizes:




(a)  the Lord’s authority to judge and discipline, and




(b)  the Lord’s willingness to judge and discipline.


(4)  “The Son of God, the One who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like bronze.”  This emphasizes:



(a)  the justice of our Lord on those who reject His will, and 




(b)  the judgment of our Lord on those who reject Him.




(5)  “He who has ‘The Seven Spirits of God’ and the seven stars.”  This emphasizes:



(a)  the fact that the humanity of Christ is filled with God the Holy Spirit, and




(b)  the fact that Jesus Christ protects, controls, and directs those in authority in the local church.



(6)  “The Holy One, the Truthful One, who has the key of David [authority to rule Israel].”  This emphasizes:



(a)  that Jesus Christ is the eternal essence of God—righteousness, justice, love, and truth, and




(b)  that Jesus Christ has the divinely delegated authority to rule Israel and the world.



(7)  “The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Ruler over the creation of God.”  This emphasizes:



(a)  the hypostatic union of Christ as witness for the Father in the angelic conflict.




(b)  the authority of Christ as God to rule His creation.


c.  What believers do right.



(1)  Mature believers toil and persevere in the spiritual life; they never become weary and give up.  They do not tolerate evil and hate that which compromises with evil.


(2)  Mature believers pass the tests of undeserved suffering through affliction, poverty, slander, and persecution.


(3)  They do not deny, repudiate, or reject their faith in Christ even in the face of death. 


(4)  Mature believers have unconditional love and faith and service and perseverance.


(5)  They use the power given to them by guarding, protecting, or keeping doctrine in their soul and applying that doctrine by not denying the person of Christ.



(6)  They hold fast to what they have, so that they do not lose their eternal rewards.



(7)  They are intensely serious about their spiritual life.

d.  What is wrong with believers and churches.



(1)  They neglect their love of the word of God and strong positive volition.


(2)  They compromise their doctrinal principles by giving in to the satanic norms and standards of their society.


(3)  They tolerate false teachers and false teaching and become involved in the sinful practices of the cosmic system.


(4)  They think that having the things of this world indicates spiritual health, and therefore, that they have need of nothing, when in reality they do not know that they are miserable and pitiful and poor and blind and naked.


(5)  They are lukewarm or indifferent to the word of God and the spiritual life.

e.  What God promises to those believers who live the spiritual life and execute His will.



(1)  He is authorized to eat from the Tree of Life in the paradise of God.


(2)  He will absolutely not be harmed by the second death.


(3)  He will be given a complete understanding of Bible doctrine [the hidden manna] and a white pebble with a new title written on it, which no one knows except the one who receives it.


(4)  He will give to him the decoration, called ‘the morning star’.


(5)  He will cloth the winner in a white uniform of glory and give him or her a royal title, which is formally acknowledged in the presence of the Father and the elect angels.


(6)  He make him a pillar in the temple of God [eternal security] and write on him the name of God and the city of God, the New Jerusalem, and the Lord’s own new title.


(7)  He will give him the authority to sit down with the Lord Jesus Christ on His throne.
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