Rev 3:21



 is the pendent nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb VIKAW, meaning “to win in the face of obstacles, be victor, conquer, overcome, prevail in a battle or contest; of Christ Rev 3:21b; 5:5; 6:2; of the Christian as the one who is victorious Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12; 21:7.”
  Here it means “The winner” as in its previous uses.

The article is the generic use of the article, identifying the individual as a member of a class; in this case the class of human beings who have believed in Christ.  The article is also used as a relative pronoun and substantivizes the participle as the subject of the sentence.


The present tense is a durative present for an action of winning that began in the past (the moment we believed in Christ) and continues forever.


The active voice indicates that anyone who believes in Christ produces the action of being a winner or victorious.


The participle is substantival and translated “the winner” or “the victorious one.”
Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which normally means “I will give.”  But here it takes on another meaning found in Greek literature: “to grant by formal action, grant, allow; frequently of God granting authority: grant someone the power or authority, give someone the right, etc.”
 


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to him” and referring to the winner believer.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit down.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of ruling with Christ in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the winner-believer produces the action of sitting; that is, ruling with Christ.


The infinitive is substantival infinitive, which functions as the direct object of the verb “to give.”
This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with Me” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on My throne.”
“The winner, I will give to him the authority to sit down with Me on My throne,”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the crasis of the conjunction KAI and first person singular personal pronoun EGW into the word KAGW, meaning “I also.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb NIKAW, which means “to win; to be victorious: I have won.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the past action of our Lord’s victory in the spiritual life against Satan in its entirety, but emphasizes the results of the completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action in the past during His spiritual life on earth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit down: have sat down.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the past action of our Lord’s session in its entirety, but emphasizes the results of the completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action in the past of being seated at the right hand of the Father.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “with My Father” and refers to God the Father, the father of the humanity of Christ.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS plus the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on His throne.”
“as I also have won and have sat down with My Father on His throne.”
Rev 3:21 corrected translation
“The winner, I will give to him the authority to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also have won and have sat down with My Father on His throne.”
Explanation:
1.  “The winner, I will give to him the authority to sit down with Me on My throne,”

a.  As in the rest of the letters to each of the churches, our Lord makes a promise to the winner-believer.  The Lord promises that the believer who is victorious in the testimony of his spiritual life against Satan will be given the privilege, right, and authority to sit down with Christ on His throne.


(1)  There is an initial victory over Satan by every person of the Church Age who believes in Christ, 1 Jn 5:4, “Because everything [every category of humanity] which has been born from God overcomes the world [Satan’s cosmic system]; furthermore this is the victory which has overcome the world—our faith.  Who is the one overcoming the world, except the one who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God?”


(2)  There is the final victory over Satan by every mature believer who has executed the spiritual life of the Church, Phil 3:12-16, “Not that I have already received nor have already finished [taking on the same form of sufferings with reference to His death], but I press on [to see] whether I can indeed win, because of which I was pursued, overtaken, and seized by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won [attained the status of winner believer], but [I think about] one thing—on the one hand forgetting what is behind but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead, I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.  Therefore, as many as are mature ones, let us keep this in mind; in fact, if you have a different attitude in something, [and you do] God will reveal even that to you; however, to that which we have attained we must keep advancing in ranks in conformity with it.”  There is an initial victory at the point of faith in Christ and a final victory of being filled with all the fullness of Christ.

b.  Sitting down on someone’s throne with them is a picture of ruling with them; that is, sharing their authority.  Those who share in the victory share in the authority after the victory.

c. The throne of God the Son is mentioned in Heb 1:8, “but on the other hand to the Son, [He says], ‘Your throne, O God [Jesus Christ], is forever, and the scepter of Your kingdom [is] the scepter of righteousness.’”

d.  The rulership of Christ is mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 15:12, “And again Isaiah says [11:10], ‘The Root of Jesse will exist, even He who shall rise up to rule over the Gentiles.  In Him the Gentiles shall have confidence.’”


(2)  1 Cor 15:24-25, “then the end, when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father, when He will abolish every ruler; that is, every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.  For it is necessary that He rule until He has placed all enemies under His feet.”


(3)  Eph 1:19–21, “and [that you may know] what [is] His surpassingly great power to us who have believed because of the working of His mighty ruling power, which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven far beyond every ruler and authority, both angelic power and angelic lord; that is, every title that can be named, not only in this age [Church Age] but also in the one destined to come [Millennium].”


(4)  Rev 19:15, “And a sharp broadsword proceeds from His mouth, in order that with it He might destroy the nations, then He will rule them with an iron scepter; prior to this He treads the wine press of the wine of wrath, even the anger of God, the Omnipotent One.”

e.  The fact that believers will rule with Christ is also stated in:



(1)  1 Cor 4:8, “You already have all you could want; you have become kings apart from our assistance.  In fact I wish that you were indeed kings, in order that we might also rule with you.”  Paul is being very sarcastic here toward the arrogant Corinthians.



(2)  2 Tim 2:12a, “If we endure [and I assume we will], we shall also rule with [Christ].”

f.  The winner-believer will not only rule with Christ during His millennial reign, but also for all eternity.

2.  “as I also have won and have sat down with My Father on His throne.”

a.   Jesus Christ delegates authority to winner believers of the royal family just as God the Father has given all authority into the hands of The Victor of the angelic conflict.

b.  Jesus Christ won the victory over Satan in the angelic conflict by obeying the will of the Father even to the point of the unwilling (‘not My will’) sacrifice of His sinless spiritual life.  This is indirectly referred to in Col 2:15, “Having disarmed the rulers [angelic general officers] and the authorities [angelic field grade officers], He [God the Father] disgraced them publicly, having forced them to march in a triumphal procession because of it [the Cross].”

c.  As a result of His victory on the Cross, our Lord was raised from the dead, raised into heaven, and seated in the place of authority next to God the Father, Heb 8:1, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”

d.  The resurrection and ascension of Christ resulted in His session (being seated at the right hand of the Father), Ps 110:1, “The Lord [God the Father] says to my [David’s] Lord [Jesus Christ]: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”


(1)  Eph 1:19–21, “and [that you may know] what [is] His surpassingly great power to us who have believed because of the working of His mighty ruling power, which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven far beyond every ruler and authority, both angelic power and angelic lord; that is, every title that can be named, not only in this age [Church Age] but also in the one destined to come [Millennium].”


(2)  1 Pet 3:21d-22, “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Who is at the right hand of God, having proceeded into heaven, the angels, both the authorities and the powers, being made subordinate to Him.”


(3)  Rom 8:34, “Who is the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus is the One Who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”


(4)  Heb 1:3, “Who, being the radiance of His [the Father’s] glory and the exact representation of His [the Father’s] essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

e.  The rulership of Christ was predicted in Lk 1:32, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.”

f.  Our Lord gave a special promise of rulership to His disciples, Mt 19:28, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”

g.  Tribulational martyrs will also rule with Christ during His millennial reign, Rev 20:4, “Then I saw the thrones and they [Tribulational martyrs] sat on them; and judgment was given to them; furthermore I saw the souls of those who had been decapitated because of the witness for Jesus, really because of doctrine from God; and these who are such a category as who do not worship the beast, nor his image and do not receive the mark on the forehead or on their hand, they both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”

h.  The fact that the Church will rule with Christ is stated in:



(1)  1 Cor 6:2, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And so if the world will be judged by you, and it will, are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?”


(2)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”
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