Rev 3:2



 is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which normally means “to become” but is also used in place of EIMI with the meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a customary-tendential present for an action that is proposed right now but not yet taking place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the pastor of this church being expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the second person masculine singular present active participle from the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to be in constant readiness; be on the alert Mt 24:42; 25:13; 26:41; Mk 13:35, 37; 14:38; Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 16:13; 1 Thes 5:6; 1 Pet 5:8; Rev 3:2f; 16:15; be wide awake Col 4:2.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that is expected to continue.


The active voice indicates that the pastor of this church is to produce the action.


The participle is a circumstantial participle.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb STĒRIZW, which means “to cause to be inwardly firm or committed, confirm, establish, strengthen Lk 22:32; Acts 18:23; Rom 16:25; 1 Thes 3:2; 2 Thes 3:3; 1 Pet 5:10; Rev 3:2.”


The present tense is a customary-tendential present for an action that is proposed right now but not yet taking place.


The active voice means that pastor of this church is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective LOIPOS, meaning “the others, the rest Lk 12:26; 1 Cor 11:34; 15:37; Rev 3:2.”
  This refers to those believers who have continued in their positive volition to doctrine and the execution of the spiritual life.
“Be alert and strengthen the rest,”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to ‘the rest’ just mentioned.  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes an action that began at some point in the past and was taking place in the past.

The active voice indicates that some of the believers in the church at some point in the past were under the sin unto death.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety in the past as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a remnant of believers in the church produced the action of being about to die.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb “to be about to.”
“who were about to die.”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and introducing an explanation of the previous statement.  With this we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find: I have not found.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Lord has produced the action of not having found something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “works, deeds, actions, or accomplishments.”  This is followed by the accusative neuter plural perfect passive participle from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be completed; to be brought to completion; to be fulfilled.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state, resulting from a past action.  It emphasizes the present state of being.


The passive voice indicates that the accomplishments of this pastor have not produced the action of being completed or fulfilled.


The participle is circumstantial or expresses attendant circumstances related to the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the first person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in the opinion/judgment of My God.”  The word “My” refers to Jesus Christ and the word “God” refers to God the Father.  The meaning “opinion” for the word ENWPION is found in BDAG, p. 342.
“For I have not found your accomplishments completed in the opinion of My God.”
Rev 3:2 corrected translation
“Be alert and strengthen the rest, who were about to die.  For I have not found your accomplishments completed in the opinion of My God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Be alert and strengthen the rest,”

a.  The Lord now issues a series of commands.


(1)  The first command is to be alert, which means to keep on being alert or stay on the alert like a military sentry.  The believers in Sardis would have clearly understood the importance of this command, since in their past history, the city fell to enemy forces twice because of the lack of alertness of the military in defending the 1500 foot cliffs on three sides of the city, which were scaled by a small military force that then opened the city gates.



(2)  The same command for believers to be alert is mentioned many times in Scripture:




(a)  Mk 13:37, “What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’”



(b)  1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert; be steadfast in doctrine; be courageous; become strong.”



(c)  1 Thes 5:6, “Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be alert and self-controlled.”



(d)  1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”



(e)  Rev16:15, “Be alert, I will come like a thief [suddenly].  Happy is he who stays alert and guards his uniform, so that he may not march naked, and they [other believers] see his disgrace [of being a loser].”


(3)  Being alert in the spiritual life requires two things:




(a)  The consistent and persistent learning of the Word of God.




(b)  The consistent and persistent application of what we learn; that is, the application of God’s promise solving devices to life.



(4)  This command like the one that follows is directed specifically to the leader of this church—the pastor-teacher.  He must be on the alert to the spiritual condition of his congregation and to false doctrine and to those who would sneak into the congregation and introduce false concepts.  He fulfills this command by continuing to study and teach the genuine or true doctrines of the spiritual life found in the epistles of the New Testament.


b.  The second command is directed specifically to the pastor of the church and in general to the congregation as well.  This is the command to strengthen others.  This command can only be fulfilled by the pastor through the teaching of the Word of God.  Counseling is not the answer.  The Word of God is what strengthens Christians.  Other examples in Scripture of this command are:


(1)  Rom 1:11-12, “Because I desire to see you, in order that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.  But that means to receive encouragement together with you through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”



(2)  Rom 16:25, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages [past history],”



(3)  1 Cor 1:5, 8, “that in everything you have become rich in Him [LJC] by means of all communication of doctrine and all knowledge, …Who will also strengthen you until the end [of the CA], the blameless ones on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(4)  1 Cor 14:4, “The person who speaks with a foreign language spiritually strengthens himself, but the one who communicates divine revelation spiritually strengthens the church.   Moreover I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more in order that you might communicate divine revelation.  Now the one who communicates divine revelation is greater than the one who speaks in a foreign language, unless he translates, in order that the church might receive spiritual strengthening.”



(5)  1 Cor 14:26, “Therefore, what is the point, brethren?  When you assemble, each person ought to have a song of praise, [or] ought to have a teaching, [or] ought to have a divine revelation, [or] ought to have a message in a foreign language, [or] ought to have a translation.  All things must happen for the purpose of spiritual strengthening.”



(6)  Col 1:23, “Inasmuch as you persist in the sphere of doctrine, having been established [strengthened] not only firm ones but also unshifting ones from the confidence in the gospel which you have heard and which was proclaimed in all creation which is under heaven, concerning which gospel, I, Paul, myself have become a servant.”



(7)  1 Thes 3:2, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine,”



(8)  1 Thes 3:12-13, “Moreover, may the Lord cause you to begin to increase and to abound in the sphere of unconditional love toward one another and toward everyone just as also we [increase and abound in the sphere of unconditional love] toward you, resulting in strengthening your hearts blameless in holiness before God, even our Father, in the presence of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”



(9)  1 Thes 5:11, “For this reason comfort one another and strengthen one another, just as certainly you are doing.”



(10)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”



(11)  2 Thes 3:3, “Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”



(12)  1 Tim 1:12, “I keep on having grace by the One who keeps on strengthening me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He considered me faithful, having appointed me for the purpose of service,”


(13)  2 Tim 4:17, “But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, in order that through me the public proclamation [of the gospel] might be fully accomplished and that all the Gentiles [leaders of the Roman Empire] might hear; in fact, I was delivered from the mouth of the lion.”



(14)  Heb 13:9, “Do not permit yourselves to be misled by various and strange teachings; for [it is] good that the heart be regularly strengthened by means of grace, not by means of foods, in the sphere of which [foods] those who walked were not benefited.”


(15)  Jam 5:8, “You also have patience; strengthen your hearts, because the coming of the Lord stands near.”



(16)  1 Pet 5:10, “Then the God of all grace, who called all of you for the purpose of His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have a little suffering, Himself will complete, establish, strengthen, lay your foundation.”



(17)  2 Pet 1:12, “Therefore, I intend to constantly remind you about these things, although you have known and have been strengthen by means of the truth that you have.”


c.  “The rest” refers to those believers in the church that still have a remnant of positive volition to the teaching of doctrine.  These believers became lazy with regard to learning and applying doctrine and were about to die the sin unto death (see point two), began their reversion recovery and now are in need of the teaching of doctrine to continue their spiritual advance.  Therefore, the Lord commands the pastor of this church to fulfill his ministry of teaching this remnant of positive volition, so that these believers can complete God’s will, plan, and purpose for their lives.
2.  “who were about to die.”

a.  Apparently most of the believers in Sardis went into reversionism or Christian degeneracy and the whole church was under the death sentence of the Lord as a part of divine discipline.  Some had already died and this woke up the remnant of believers in the church.

b.  This remnant of believers now recovering from reversionism were under the same death sentence from the Lord, but began their reversion recovery.  In the past they were about to die the sin unto death.  That is not the case now.  They changed their minds and began the recovery process.

c.  Therefore, they are commanded to stay awake, stay alert; that is, continue with their reversion recovery and continue to be strengthened by the teaching of doctrine and the grace of God.


d.  This statement tells us that it is definitely possible to recover from the sin unto death.  Some of the believers in this church did so.

3.  “For I have not found your accomplishments completed in the opinion of My God.”

a.  Our Lord continues by explaining the reason why He issued the first two commands to stay alert and be strengthened.  His judgment and opinion is that the spiritual accomplishments of this pastor (the word “your” is singular) is not complete.

b.  This pastor (and by application these believers) had spiritual accomplishments in the past.  Then they went into reversionism, which stopped the production of any spiritual accomplishments.  Now that they are in the process of spiritual recovery, they have graciously been given the opportunity to complete their spiritual accomplishments.

c.  Both God the Father and God the Son agreed that these believers could do more in the service of God than they had done.  Therefore, they have been given more time in the spiritual life to do what God expects of them.


d.  This statement also helps us understand why God brings a believer home when He does—the accomplishments of their spiritual life are completed or fulfilled.  There is no reason for a believer to remain in Satan’s kingdom one second longer than necessary, once their work is finished.


e.  Our Lord will now continue his commands in the next verse, telling these believers what is expected of them for the execution of the time remaining in their spiritual lives.
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