Rev 3:15



 is the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: I know.”  This is not the passing knowledge of GINWSKW, but the full and complete knowledge of OIDA.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of affairs as a result of a past action.  The perfect tense of OIDA had become standardized as presenting a present action.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the state of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the second person singular possessive genitive of the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your works, actions, deeds, or accomplishments.”
“I know your accomplishments,”
 is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI after verbs of mental activity, meaning “that.”  Then we have the coordinating repetition of the negative adverb OUTE…OUTE, meaning “neither…nor” (BDAG, p. 740).  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PSUCHROS, meaning “cold” and used in a figurative sense for “being without enthusiasm” (BDAG, p. 1100) plus the nominative masculine singular adjective ZESTOS, meaning “hot” and used figuratively for having great enthusiasm.  In between these two adjectives we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believers of this church produce the action of being neither cold nor hot in their attitude toward God’s word and execution of the spiritual life.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“that you are neither cold nor hot,”
 is the participle OPHELON, which became a fixed form as a particle of exclamation, functioning to introduce unattainable wishes or “an expression of a wish that something had taken place or would take place: o that, would that with the imperfect tense in the verb to express present time Rev 3:15; 2 Cor 11:1 and with the aorist indicative to express past time: ‘indeed, I wish that you had become kings’ 1 Cor 4:8; and with the future indicative in Gal 5:12”
 (“I wish that the ones who are agitating you would also castrate themselves”).  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjectives PSUCHROS and ZESTOS with the coordinating participle Ē, meaning “cold or hot.”  Finally, we have the second person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you were.”

The imperfect tense is customary or habitual imperfect, which indicates a regularly recurring state that continued for some time.  (See Wallace, p. 548).

The active voice indicates that these believers should have been producing the action of being either hot or cold about the spiritual life.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative.
“I wish that you were cold or hot.”
Rev 3:15 corrected translation
“I know your accomplishments that you are neither cold nor hot, I wish that you were cold or hot.”
Explanation:
1.  “I know your accomplishments that you are neither cold nor hot,”

a.  As in the letters to Ephesus, Thyatira, Sardis, and Philadelphia, our Lord makes the same statement that He knows their accomplishments.


(1)  This means that the Lord knows all of our right thinking, right decisions, and right actions.



(2)  The Lord knows our mode of thinking and our mode of operating.  He knows what we have done right and wrong and which way we are headed in the spiritual life.


b.  The problem with the believers in Laodicea was that they had lukewarm or indifferent accomplishments.

c.  Being cold here is a metaphor for still being like an unbeliever; that is, being a degenerate Christian.  The believers in Laodicea had the great accomplishment of believing in Christ, but they had not done much more than that.  They were not still unbelievers and completely cold to the message of the gospel, because they were now believers in Christ and would occasionally do something to indicate their spiritual life.  But they didn’t do much.  Mostly they were disinterested in the teaching of the word of God, being indifferent to applying doctrine in the spiritual life, and being nonchalant about living the spiritual life.



(1)  These believers were not completely antagonistic to the word of God.  They were occasionally interested and passionate about listening and believing when the topic was something they wanted to hear.  When the subject being taught was not personally interesting to them, they stopped concentrating or attending church for a while.



(2)  These believers did not completely ignore executing the spiritual life, obeying God, or using the problem solving devices like the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  Instead, they would do so when they felt like it, or thought it might help them, or seemed like a good idea at the time.



(3)  Their attitude was one of apathy, indifference, or boredom and laziness.


d.  Being hot here is a metaphor for being completely interested and enthusiastic about the word of God, its application, and the execution of the spiritual life.



(1)  These believers had never become that excited about what the word of God said or that interested in obeying God.  They had no enthusiasm for anything about their Christian life.  


(2)  They went to church because their family, friends, and other people went to church.  They went for the social life rather than the spiritual life.



(3)  These believers had no passion about finding out what God wanted and doing it.  What they wanted and ‘needed’ took number one priority in their life, and they would ‘fit in’ what they could of what God wanted.


e.  The hot and cold language here is taken from the historical situation of the water system in Laodicea.  They received their hot water from hot cascades in Hierapolis six miles away and their cold water from the mountain springs of Colossae ten miles away.  The water traveled through a stone aqueduct system that is still visible today.  By the time the water arrived from such distances it was lukewarm, neither hot nor cold—a picture of the spiritual production and life of these believers.
2.  “I wish that you were cold or hot.”

a.  Our Lord exclaims His desire or wish for these believers.

b.  He wishes that they were cold; that is, totally indifferent and antagonistic to doctrine and the spiritual life like an unbeliever, so that He could get their attention with a historical or natural disaster.


(1)  The cold believer is the believer living without any doctrine in their soul and having no desire to learn doctrine or grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The cold believer is living the lifestyle of the unbeliever.


(2)  The cold believer is not living the spiritual life provided for them, because they know little or nothing about it, and are much more interested in doing what they want in life.



(3)  The cold believer has made up their mind that their own will, plan, and purpose for life is much more important than God’s will, plan, or purpose for their life.



(4)  When a believer is in this state of coldness to the plan of God, the Lord can and does get their attention very quickly with the death of a loved one, a natural disaster, a military defeat or disaster, or some other historical event that wakes them up.  The cold believer is like the sleeper in Eph 5:14, “For this reason He [God the Holy Spirit] says, ‘Get up, You sleeper; furthermore, stand up out from the dead [those in spiritual and temporal death], and Christ will shine on you.’”

c.  The Lord wishes that they were hot; that is, totally positive to doctrine and their spiritual life, so that He could provide escrow blessing for time and evidence testing.



(1)  When a believer is totally positive to the word of God and living the spiritual life there are two great things the Lord can do for the believer.




(a)  The Lord shares His happiness with the believer and blesses him or her with a portion of the inheritance they are to receive in time.




(b)  The Lord gives us the privilege of testifying for Him against Satan through some extremely difficult situation in life that proves our love for Him.


(2)  The hot believer is the believer in spiritual maturity and/or pleroma status, who is being filled up to all the fullness of God.


d.  As the case now stands with them being neither cold nor hot all He can do is administer the divine discipline of physical death, which is what He declares in the next statement.
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