Rev 3:14



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the dative of indirect object or destination from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, which means “a human messenger serving as an envoy.  It is translated “to the messenger.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, modified by the prepositional phrase EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun LAODIKEIA, meaning “of the assembly in Laodicea.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety at this moment.


The active voice indicates that John is responsible for producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write:”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HODE, meaning “these things” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say; to communicate: He communicates.”

The present tense is a descriptive present of what is about to be said.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what our Lord says.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and particle AMĒN, which is the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew verb, which means “to confirm, support, uphold (Qal); to be established, be faithful (Niphal); to be certain, i.e. to believe in (Hiphil).”
  It is normally “a strong affirmation of what is stated as expression of faith, meaning: let it be so, truly, or amen,”
 but is used here as a title for the Lord Jesus Christ, “The Amen.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun MARTUS, meaning “Witness” with the nominative masculine singular article and adjective PISTOS and the connective conjunction KAI plus the adjective ALĒTHINOS, which means “Faithful and True.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ARCHĒ, meaning “the Ruler” plus the genitive of subordination from the feminine singular article and noun KTISIS, meaning “of the creation” or “over the creation.”  With this we also have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Ruler over the creation of God, communicates these things:”
Rev 3:14 corrected translation
“And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Ruler over the creation of God communicates these things:”
Explanation:
1.  “And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write:”

a.  Our Lord now turns His attention to the pastor and church in Laodicea, directing John to write a note to him and them.


b.  The history and historical background of the city of Laodicea.


(1)  “The ancient town of Diospolis (“city of Zeus”) was fortified as a Seleucid outpost by Antiochus II around 250 B.C. and renamed for his wife Laodice.  Situated on a southern plateau more than 100 feet above the valley of the Lycus River, Laodicea was flanked by two of its tributaries.  It lay 6 miles south of Hierapolis, 11 miles west of Colossae, and slightly more than 100 miles east of Ephesus.


(2)  After the Syrians and the Pergamenes successively dominated the city, the Romans became its rulers in 133 B.C.  They reconstructed ancient roads leading into the interior of Asian Minor, and Laodicea became the major junction for traffic west to Ephesus and the Aegean, north and west to Philadelphia, Pergamum, and Smyrna, east through southern Galatia to the Cilician Gates, and south to the Mediterranean.  Although it had been a small city, it grew rapidly during Roman rule and became very wealthy.


(3)  When Laodicea was destroyed by an earthquake around A.D. 60, [just before Paul wrote the letter to the Colossians, which explains why he wanted it circulated to Laodicea as well], it proudly refused imperial financial assistance in rebuilding.  Among its chief exports were costly, seamless garments woven of glossy, black wool, which Sir William Ramsay suggested may have been behind the reference to ‘white garments’ in Rev 3:18.


(4)  The population was cosmopolitan: Roman colonizers, the original Phrygians, and immigrant Syrian settlers, including Jews (who in 62 B.C. suffered Roman seizure of their annual contribution to Jerusalem, amounting to 20 pounds of gold).  The deities worshiped in Laodicea reflected this varied background.  ‘Phrygian powder’ apparently was used to treat diseases of the eyes.  Galen, however, regarded such medicinal preparations as magical pharmacopoeia.  Nevertheless, the eye salve in Rev 3:18 is a historically appropriate symbol for Laodicea.  Mystery religions, including the cult of Isis, were represented in the city.


(5)  Paul or one of his followers [missionary team] probably brought Christianity to the region.  Although John judged the church there as ‘lukewarm’ (Rev 3:16), the city soon became the leading bishopric of Phrygia.  Its bishop Sagaris was martyred around A.D. 166, and the church was represented at Nicea in 325.  The Council of Laodicea, 367, is important for its opposition to heretical movements as well as for its acceptance of twenty-six books in the NT canon (Revelation was not included).


(6)  The city was captured by the Seljuks (11th century) and retaken by the Byzantines in 1119.  It became part of the Latin kingdom during the Fourth Crusade and then part of the Greek Empire.  The Tartars captured it in 1402, and subsequently the city fell to the Ottoman Turks.


(7)  Among the distinguishable ruins are a large stadium, a gymnasium, two theaters, gates, and several churches.  Also evident are the remains of a great water system.  Its fine aqueduct is built from large, tightly fitted, and cemented rectangular stones, through which a circular central channel is bored.  The water was transported by the aqueduct from the mountain springs and raised to a tall water-distribution tower by siphon action.  Laodicea also has a magnificent public fountain.”


c.  It is likely that the churches of Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colossae were established at the same time by Epaphras, who founded the Colossian church (Col 1:7) as well as evangelized Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col 4:12-13) during Paul’s three year ministry on Ephesus (Acts 19).”


d.  There is no commendation of this city by our Lord, nor even a hint that there was a remnant of positive volition.  It is the worst of the seven churches, because of its indifference to Bible doctrine.

2.  “The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Ruler over the creation of God, communicates these things”

a.  Our Lord introduces Himself with three titles to the church of Laodicea: The Amen, The Faithful and True Witness, and The Ruler over the creation of God.  This last title is related to His description in Isa 55:4, “Behold, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.”

b.  The Amen.


(1)  This title refers to Jesus Christ as someone who is faithful and in Whom one can believe.


(2)  Isa 65:16 says, “Because he who is blessed in the earth will be blessed by the God of truth [in Hebrew: the God of Amen]; And he who swears in the earth will swear by the God of truth [AMEN]; Because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hidden from My sight!”


(3)  Jesus Christ is believable.  When He promises something, you can believe it.  When says He will do something, you can believe it.

c.  The Faithful and True Witness.



(1)  This statement refers back to the description in Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, ‘The Dependable Witness’ and Rev 3:7, “the Truthful One.”  This title of Christ is also mentioned in Rev 19:11, “Then I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who was mounted upon it is called, ‘Faithful and True’; consequently, with justice He will judge and He will make war.”


(2)  This is a reference to our Lord’s character and work during His first advent.



(3)  Jesus Christ is faithful in all that He says and does.  There has never been a time when He has not been faithful.



(4)  The Lord’s faithfulness is the outworking of His believability.



(5)  Not only is He faithful, but He is always true.  He is true in what He says and true in what He does.



(6)  Scriptures related to the faithfulness and truth of Jesus Christ.




(a)  Eph 3:11-12, “according to the plan of the ages, which He accomplishes through Christ Jesus, our Lord, through Whom we have courage and access with confidence because of His faithfulness.”



(b)  1 Thes 5:24, “Faithful is the One who calls you, He will also accomplish it.”



(c)  2 Thes 3:3, “Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”



(d)  2 Tim 2:13, “If (let us assume this to be true for the sake of argument) we are unfaithful [reversionistic], that One remains faithful, for He is not able to disown Himself.”



(e)  Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He was obligated to be made like His brethren in all things, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest concerning the things with reference to God in order to atone for the sins of the people.”



(f)  Heb 3:1-2, “Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling, consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge], Who is faithful to Him [God the Father] who appointed Him, as also Moses [was] in His [Christ’s] household.”  Heb 3:5-6, “Now on the one hand Moses [was] faithful in all His house as a servant as the proof of those things which would be spoken, but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”



(g)  Heb 10:23, “Let us hold fast our acknowledgment of confidence without wavering, for He who promised [is] faithful.”



(h)  1 Pet 4:19, “Therefore, let those who indeed suffer on account of the will of God commit their souls to a faithful creator in the sphere of doing what is inherently right.”



(i)  1 Jn 1:9, “If we admit our sins, He is faithful and righteous, with the result that He forgives us our sins and purifies us from all wrongdoing.”



(j)  Rom 3:3-4, “What, then, is the situation?  If certain ones refuse to believe [and they do], their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?  Emphatically not!  Rather God must be proved truthful, but every man a liar, just as it stands written, ‘In order that You might be vindicated by means of your doctrines and might be victorious while you are being slandered.’”


(7)  Jesus Christ was the faithful and true witness on the witness stand of human history, testifying against the lie of Satan that God is not a God of love because He is willing to send His creatures to an eternal lake of fire.  Our Lord came to earth to prove God’s love for His creatures by being willing to be judged for them.  He proved God’s unconditional love for all His creatures by being judged as a substitute for us.  This was the greatest witness and testimony in creature history of God’s love.


(8)  Our Lord demonstrated His faithfulness and dependability as a witness for God the Father by executing the Father’s plan, which was conceived and designed in eternity past.


d.  The Ruler of the Creation of God.



(1)  This title also refers back to Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, ‘The Ruler of the Kings of the Earth’.


(2)  This title is related to Paul’s statement in Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers].”


(3)  Jesus Christ is the ruler over that which He creates.




(a)  1 Cor 15:24-28, “then the end, when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father, when He will abolish every ruler; that is, every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.  For it is necessary that He rule until He has placed all enemies under His feet.  Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.  Therefore He has subordinated all things under His feet.  But when He says, ‘All things are under subordination,’ it is clear that [this is] except the One who subordinated all things to Him.  And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son], in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all creatures.”



(b)  Eph 1:22-23, “Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church, which indeed is His body, the fullness of Him who is bringing to completion all things with reference to everyone.”
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