Rev 3:13



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: The one who has, or He who has.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present state from the root meaning of the verb ‘to have’, which in itself produces the perfective idea of existing results.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having a spiritual ear; that is, the spiritual ability to hear because of the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


The participle is ascriptive, being substantivized by the article, and functioning as the subject of this sentence.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the noun OUS, which means “a mental and spiritual understanding, ear, hearing; transference from hearing as sense perception, e.g., be hard of hearing=comprehend slowly (or, rather, not at all) Mt 13:15; Acts 28:27; ‘receive the following words into your ears, i.e. take them to heart’ Lk 9:44; ‘ears that do not hear’ Rom 11:8.”
  Therefore, I am going to translate it “the faculty of spiritual hearing” to distinguish it from the empirical function of the sensory organ.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: must hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of learning doctrine in its entirety as a snapshot.


The active voice indicates that the positive believers must produce the action of using their faculty of spiritual hearing to listen to the teaching of God the Holy Spirit in the perception of doctrine.


The imperative mood is a command, and in the third person singular is better translated “must hear” rather than “Let he who has an ear hear,” which sounds like permission rather than command.

“He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative/relative pronoun TIS, which means “what or that which.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of speaking to the churches in His teaching ministry through the function of the spiritual gift of the pastor-teacher.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “to the churches.”
“what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Rev 3:13 corrected translation
“He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

a.  Again our Lord addresses all believers of the Church.  All of us must hear what the Spirit is teaching to all of these churches.



(1)  All believers are expected to have positive volition to what God says—we must hear, we must listen, we must understand, and we must believe.



(2)  The Lord speaks to us through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  The plural ‘churches’ indicates that this message is also applicable to all the other churches of the Church Age.



(4)  All believers have the faculty of spiritual hearing in the Church Age—the faculty of hearing and understanding the word of God is the human spirit, to which the Holy Spirit communicates.



(5)  Every Church Age believer who has a human spirit must hear or listen to what the Holy Spirit is teaching to all of these churches and apply it to themselves.


b.  This statement will be repeated in Rev 3:22.  Our Lord used a similar statement in His teaching, Mt 11:15, “He who has ears to hear must hear.” Compare Mk 4:9; Lk 14:35.


c.  The ears of the negative believer and unbeliever are described in Jer 6:10 and Mt 13:14-17.

2.  It should be noted that the Lord/John has changed the pattern previously established of making this statement prior to the promise to the winner-believer.  Now the promise is given before this command is given.


a.  Scholars have yet to find any significant reason for the change or why it is different for the last four churches than for the first three churches.


b.  It does not really matter why this statement comes before or after the promise to the winner-believer, because they winner believer already understands the importance of this principle and has lived his or her spiritual life based upon this principle.


c.  This statement is really directed toward the negative believer and the lukewarm believer as an encouragement to them to obey this command as the only way of receiving the promises given to the winner-believer.


d.  Every believer must hear what the Holy Spirit has to teach to us.  The mature believer understands and fulfills this consistently and persistently.  The lukewarm believer does so when things aren’t going so well in their life and they need more ‘good luck’ from God.  The negative believer rarely hears what the Spirit has to say.


e.  Finally, every believer benefits from the teaching of doctrine by the Spirit to each group of believers addressed in the New Testament, whether the Romans, Corinthians, Thessalonians, Colossians, Philippians, Galatians, or the seven churches of Asia.
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