Rev 3:12



 is the pendent nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb VIKAW, meaning “to win in the face of obstacles, be victor, conquer, overcome, prevail in a battle or contest; of Christ Rev 3:21b; 5:5; 6:2; of the Christian as the one who is victorious Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7.”


The article is the generic use of the article, identifying the individual as a member of a class; in this case the class of human beings who have believed in Christ.  The article is also used as a relative pronoun and substantivizes the participle as the subject of the sentence.


The present tense is a durative present for an action of winning that began in the past (the moment we believed in Christ) and continues forever.


The active voice indicates that anyone who believes in Christ produces the action of being a winner or victorious.


The participle is substantival.  It is translated “The winner.”
Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, produce, etc: I will make.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of God.

This is followed by the double accusative of person from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to the winner believer.  With this we have the double accusative object of the thing from the masculine singular noun STULOS, which means “pillar, column” (BDAG, p. 949).  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun NAOS, meaning “in the temple.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS (referring to God the Father) with the possessive genitive first person singular from the personal pronoun EGW (referring to the resurrected Christ), meaning “of My God.”
“The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverb of place EXW, meaning “outside.”  Then we have the double negative OU MĒ, which means “never.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come or go outside or out of.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers eternity into a whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the winner will never produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is the subjunctive of emphatic negation with OU MĒ, indicating that under no circumstances will the action take place.
“and he will never go outside;”
 is the adverb ETI, which, when used with a conjunction, means “that which is added to what is already at hand: in addition, more, also, other, or furthermore.”
  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the first person singular future active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: I will write.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of God.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “on him” and referring to the winner believer.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS and the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “the name of My God.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS and the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “the city of My God.”  This is followed by the appositional genitive from the feminine singular article, the adjective KAINOS and the proper noun HIEROSOLUMA, meaning “the new Jerusalem.”
“furthermore I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the new Jerusalem,”
 is the appositional nominative from the feminine singular articular present active participle of the verb KATABAINW, which means “to do or come down; to descend.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event is regarded as so certain it is thought of as already occurring.


The active voice indicates that the New Jerusalem will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “out of heaven.”  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “from My God.”
“which shall descend out of heaven from My God,”
 is the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW and the accusative neuter singular article and adjective KAINOS, meaning “My new title.”
“and My new title.”
Rev 3:12 corrected translation
“The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God and he will never go outside; furthermore, I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which shall descend out of heaven from My God, and My new title.”
Explanation:
1.  “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God;”

a.  The Lord continues with another promise to the victorious winner-believer in the angelic conflict.  This is a promise related to the believer’s eternal security and eternal glorification of God.

b.  God the Father will have an eternal spiritual temple made up of all those who have believed in Christ throughout human history.  The fact that this is not a literal temple can be proven by the statement in Rev 21:22, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”

c.  Every believer is analogous to the stones of the temple building.  The temple of God is the building or house of God.  In 1 Tim 3:15 Paul uses this analogy, “…I am writing, in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God...”

d.  The winner-believers will be the foundation or support pillars of this spiritual temple.


e.  Remember that in Gal 2:9 the word pillar is used for the leaders of the Jerusalem church (“James and Cephas and John, the ones who are recognized to be pillars”).  Based on the principle of hermeneutics that Scripture interprets Scripture, this is one possible meaning of the word pillar in our verse.  Therefore, our verse may be referring to the fact that the winner-believer will also be the spiritual leaders in the household of God throughout eternity.  “Individual men play a special role as pillars in this spiritual house of God.”


f.  Columns or pillars were also used in the ancient world to inscribe the historical records of great victories by kings in war.  There are many examples in the British Museum.  Thus writing on the stone column was a historical record of the great deeds of an individual.  Examples of this are alluded to in:



(1)  Job 19:23-24, “Oh that my words were written!  Oh that they were inscribed in a book!   That with an iron stylus and lead they were engraved in the rock forever!”


(2)  2 Sam 18:18, “Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself a pillar which is in the King’s Valley, for he said, ‘I have no son to preserve my name.’  So he named the pillar after his own name, and it is called Absalom’s Monument to this day.”

g.  It is not necessary to have to decide whether the pillars refer to individual leaders in eternity or to historical records of the deeds of the winner-believer on earth, for both may be true.  In fact the historical records concept has this against it, Isa 65:17, “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not be remembered or come to mind” and the fact that there is no literal temple in the city of God.
2.  “and he will never go outside;”

a.  This is a statement of eternal security.  A believer cannot lose his eternal salvation.  His salvation is eternal.  The historical background for this statement is an earthquake in 17 A.D., which completely destroyed the city and its homes.  The population was forced to move outside the city and take up residence on the farms.  It took over five years to rebuild the homes.  The Lord is promising that these believers will have a permanent home that is secure in the city of God.

b.  The winner believer will always be a member of the household of God, a part of the temple of God, a pillar in the temple of God the Father.

c.  This is not saying that the winner-believer is stuck forever in a heavenly temple, which he can never leave.  If the winner was forced to remain in a literal heavenly temple, then he would not be able to “eat from the Tree of Life, which is in the paradise of God,” Rev 2:7.  He would not be able to leave the temple to go to the paradise of God.


d.   The translation “he will never vanish from history” (found in some Bibles) is not a translation, but an interpretation.  It should not be used as a translation.
3.  “furthermore I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the new Jerusalem,”

a.  A further thing the Lord will do for the winner-believer is to write on the winner the name of God the Father and the name of the city of God: “The New Jerusalem.”

b.  Writing the name of God on the believer permanently identifies the believer as a child of God and having His essence [the imputation of divine righteousness].  The names of God the Father in Scripture are many.  Which name will be used is a matter of speculation.  It could be:



(1)  “The Most High” Lk 8:28, “Seeing Jesus, he cried out and fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, ‘What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I beg You, do not torment me.’”


(2)  “God the Father” Gal 1:1; Eph 6:23; Phil 2:11; Col 1:3; 3:17; 1 Thes 1:1; etc.



(3)  “The Father of Mercies” 2 Cor 1:3.


(4)  “The Father of Glory” Eph 1:17.



(5)  “The Father of spirits” Heb 12:9.



(6)  “The Father of lights” Jam 1:17.



(7)  “The Living God” (used many times for both God the Father and God the Son.


c.  The historical background for putting a mark on the forehead of positive believers is mentioned in Ezek 9:4, “The Lord said to him, ‘Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.’” 

d.  Having the name of God the Father written on the winner believer is not the same as the promise of a new name, Rev 2:17, “To the winner, I will give to him from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine] and I will give him a white pebble.  Furthermore, on the pebble a new name has been written, which no one knows except the one who receives [it].”  That the new name is not the same as the name of God is proven by the statements in:



(1)  Isa 56:5, “To them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off.”


(2)  Isa 62:2, “The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; and you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord will designate.”


(3)  Isa 65:15, “You [Jewish unbelievers] will leave your name for a curse to My chosen ones [believers], and the Lord God will slay you [fifth cycle of discipline].  But My servants [the Church] will be called by another name.”

e.  The promise of a new name written on the believer is similar to what occurs to the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation, Rev 14:1, “Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb [Jesus Christ] was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand who have His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.”

f.  Satan counterfeits God’s written name on believers of the Tribulation with the ‘mark of the beast’ (Rev 13:16-18; 14:9-11; 16:2).  The number 666 is thought to conceal the emperor Nero’s name and the ‘mark’ of the official imperial seal, necessary to conduct business. Accepting this mark of the beast was apostasy, as true believers were marked with God’s name upon their forehead:



(1)  Rev 7:3, “saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.’”


(2)  Rev 22:4, “they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.


g.  The name of the city of God is given as “The New Jerusalem,” since this is an appositional or explanatory nominative.  It is also called “The Lord is There,” Ezek 48:35.

h.  The new Jerusalem is mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 21:2, “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”


(2)  Rev 21:10, “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”

i.  Having the name of God’s city written on the believer indicates citizenship in the heavenly city of God, Gal 4:26; Phil 3:20.
4.  “which shall descend out of heaven from My God,”

a.  The fact that this Jerusalem originates in heaven is implied in:



(1)  Gal 4:26, “But the heavenly Jerusalem is free, which [heavenly Jerusalem] is our mother.”


(2)  Heb 12:22, “But you have come to Zion; that is, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless millions of angels, to a festal gathering,”

b.  The fact that it descends out of heaven is also mentioned in:


(1)  Rev 21:2, “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”


(2)  Rev 21:10, “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”

c.  It is interesting to note that God the Father is the ultimate origin and source of this city.  This is why it is called the city of God, Ps 46:4, “There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy dwelling places of the Most High.”
5.  “and My new title.”

a.  Jesus Christ does not get a new name.  He was given His name by God the Father before He was born as announced by the angel Gabriel, Mt 1:21.  Our Lord’s name is: “The Lord Jesus Christ.”

b.  In fact, there are over two hundred names and titles of our Lord in Scripture.  For example, one of His names during His millennial reign is given in Isa 9:6, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”

c.  However, our Lord was given a new title as a result of His victory on the Cross.  His new title is stated in Rev 19:12, “And on His robe and on His thigh He has a title written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.’”  This title is mentioned in:


(1)  Rev 17:14, “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”


(2)  1 Tim 6:15, “which He will bring about at the proper time He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,”

d.  Another possibility is the statement in Rev 19:13, “Furthermore, He was wearing a robe which had been splattered with blood, furthermore, His title has been designated, ‘The word of God’.”  But this is unlikely, since John has just stated in verse 12, “and He has a royal title which has been written which no one understood except Himself.”

e.  Another interpretation says “Like the new commandment, which is really an old commandment newly understood (1 Jn 2:7f), so Christ’s new name is in reality His former name(s) newly understood in the light of the freshness of His resurrection and return.”
  This is an example of poor “scholarship,” which does nothing but cause confusion among sheep without a shepherd.
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