Rev 3:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the dative of indirect object or destination from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, which means “a human messenger serving as an envoy.  It is translated “to the messenger.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, modified by the prepositional phrase EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun SARDEIS, meaning “of the church (or assembly) in Sardis.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety at this moment.


The active voice indicates that John is responsible for producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write:”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HODE, meaning “these things” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He says.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is about to be said.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what our Lord says.
This is followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: He who has or the One who has.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is currently happening.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, the cardinal adjective HEPTA and the noun PNEUMA plus the possessive genitive masculine singular from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “the seven spirits of God.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article, cardinal adjective HEPTA and noun ASTĒR, meaning “the seven stars” 
“He [Jesus Christ] who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars says these things.”
 is the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “I know.”

The perfect tense is used as a present tense in this verb and describes the present state.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, which means “your works, actions, deeds, or accomplishments.”  This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “namely that.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “recognition accorded a person on the basis of performance, (well-known) name, reputation, fame Mk 6:14; have the reputation of Rev 3:1.”
  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “you have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the church of Sardis produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce indirect discourse, and is translated “that.”  With this we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to be alive: you are alive.”


The present tense is static present, which describes a present state or condition.


The active voice indicates that the church of Sardis produces the action of have a reputation of being alive spiritually.


The indicative mood is declarative for the presentation of the fact or reality of the reputation of this church.

Then we have the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, “emphasizing a fact as surprising or unexpected or noteworthy, translated: and yet, and in spite of that, nevertheless Mt 3:14; 6:26; 10:29; Mk 12:12; Jn 1:5, 10; 3:11, 32; 5:40; 6:70; 7:28; 1 Cor 5:2; 2 Cor 6:9; Heb 3:9; Rev 3:1.  So also, connecting what is unexpected or noteworthy with an attempt of some kind: but Mt 12:43; 13:17; 26:60; Lk 13:7; 1 Thes 2:18.”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative masculine singular adjective NEKROS, meaning “dead” plus the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on or the present state of the church.


The active voice indicates that the church of Sardis produces the action of being dead in the function of its spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact and reality.
“I know your accomplishments, namely that you have a reputation that you are alive, and yet you are dead.”
Rev 3:1 corrected translation
“And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write: He [Jesus Christ] who has ‘The seven spirits of God and the seven stars says these things.  I know your accomplishments, namely that you have a reputation that you are alive, and yet you are dead.”
Explanation:
1.  “And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write:”

a.  Our Lord now turns His attention to the pastor and church in Sardis, directing John to write a note to the believers in that church.


b.  The history and historical background of the city of Sardis.


(1)   Sardis is located 50 miles East of Smyrna; and was the capital of ancient Lydia.  It was conquered by Cyrus [the Great of Persia] in 546 B.C. [see Thomas, p. 241 for the story of the defeat] and made the western terminus of his imperial highway from Susa.  The city was founded about 1200 B.C.  Its prosperity under the Mermnad Dynasty (650–550 B.C.) marked the climax of Lydia’s history.  The use of gold to make coins for money was invented here.  The wealthy King Croesus (560–546) became so powerful that he even attempted to determine the Assyrian succession at faraway Nineveh.  After Cyrus overcame Croesus in 546, the city was called by the Persians Sa-par-du.  Persian satraps [governors] continued to make their capital at Sardis, even after Ionian neighbors burned the city in 499 B.C.


(2)  Alexander granted Sardis independence in 334 B.C., but Antigonus subjugated it again in 322, and from 301 it was again the capital of a Seleucid governor.  Its powerful acropolis was twice invaded by the stratagem of an infiltrator: a Mede in 549 (or 546) and a Cretan in 218.


(3)  Sardis was ruled by Rome from 189 B.C., as a dependency of Pergamum until 133.  There was a catastrophic earthquake in the city in 17 A.D., but was rebuilt with one million dollar grant from the emperor Tiberius and freedom from taxation for five years.



(4)  The Christian diocese remained prominent even after the Muslim occupation (716), which continued strong despite the ravages of the Turks in 1403.



(5)  There is an Ionic temple of Artemis imitating that of Diana of the Ephesians.  In its southeast corner is a small fourth-century brick church.  A synagogue has been excavated, that existed from about 200 to 616.  One of the stones was a large menorah.  Greek inscriptions seem to indicate that the Jewish community held a position of prestige and power.”


c.  In Roman times Sardis was the center of the imperial cult in the region. The cult was administered by a provincial council.
  The city died and nothing exists there now except old ruins.
2.  “He [Jesus Christ] who has ‘The Seven Spirits of God’ [God the Holy Spirit] and the seven stars [pastors] says these things.”

a.  The subject and speaker of this letter is again our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is identified as the One who has two things:


(1)  Jesus Christ has the Holy Spirit, who is identified by one of His very unique titles—The Seven Spirits of God.  The Holy Spirit descended upon Christ after His baptism by John, Mt 3:16 and Jesus Christ has had the Spirit of God ever since.


(2)  Jesus Christ has the seven stars; that is, the seven pastors of the seven churches mentioned in this context.


b.  In Rev 1:4 we were introduced to the title ‘The Seven Spirits’, “John, to the seven churches in Asia: grace to you and prosperity from ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’ and from ‘The Seven Spirits’ Who [is] before His throne.”

c.  The title “The Seven Spirits of God” is a reference to God the Holy Spirit and is also found in:



(1)  Rev 4:5b, “And the seven torches of fire were burning before that throne, which are ‘The Seven Spirits of God’.”



(2)  Rev 5:6, “Then I saw a ram as one who had been killed by a sacrifice, standing in the middle of the throne with the four angelic heralds and in the middle of the twenty-four angelic staff officers, and he had seven horns and seven eyes, which are ‘The Seven Spirits of God’ [the Holy Spirit], who has been sent out to all the world.”



(3)  This title for God the Holy Spirit comes from the description in Isa 11:2.  Note the seven titles of God the Holy Spirit in Isa 11:2, “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord (the LXX says ‘and  = godliness’).”



(4)  “That the seven spirits of God are not seven different spirits, but the one Spirit seven-fold in his perfection seems to be proved by the position of the seven spirits of God bracketed between the Father and the Son as a source of benediction in Rev 1:4.”



(5)  The seven spirits is “a difficult symbolic representation of the Holy Spirit here on a par with God and Christ, a conclusion borne out by the symbolic use of the seven spirits in Rev 3:1; 4:5; 5:6 (from Zech 4:2–10).  There is the one Holy Spirit with seven manifestations here to the seven churches.”



(6)  Zech 4:1-6, “Then the angel who was speaking with me returned and roused me, as a man who is awakened from his sleep.  He said to me, ‘What do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it; also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left side.’  Then I said to the angel who was speaking with me saying, ‘What are these, my lord?’  So the angel who was speaking with me answered and said to me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ And I said, ‘No, my lord.’  Then he said to me, ‘This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel saying, “Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of the armies.’”

3.  “I know your accomplishments, namely that you have a reputation that you are alive, and yet you are dead.”

a.  Again our Lord knows perfectly all that every believer has, is, or will accomplish in his or her spiritual life.  All of our accomplishments will be brought to light at the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  The accomplishment mentioned here by the Lord is that the believers of the church of Sardis had the reputation of a great spiritual life.  Unfortunately all they had was a reputation.  They had no substance.

c.  Having a good reputation is certainly better than having a bad reputation as a Christian, but having a reputation with no execution of the spiritual life is meaningless.


d.  These believers are called ‘dead’ by the Lord, and this clearly was not referring to their physical condition.  Spiritually they were not functioning.  It was as if they were dead spiritually (which is not a reference to spiritual death, which is the condition of the unbeliever only.  Believers cannot be spiritually dead).

e.  These believers were in a state of carnality or what we might call the imitation of the spiritual death of the unbeliever, since the believer in carnality is thinking and acting like the unbeliever.


f.  Carnal death is the failure to live the spiritual life God the Holy Spirit has provided for us.  It is described in:



(1)  Rom 7:11, “For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it [the tenth commandment] killed me [carnal death accompanying spiritual death].”



(2)  1 Cor 3:1-3, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].  But even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”



(3)  1 Cor 10:1-11 gives the Jews of the Exodus generation as the example for us of believers who lived this carnal life and died the sin unto death as a result.



(4)  That this status of spiritual death is the status of the unbeliever is clearly taught in Eph 2:1-3, “Furthermore when you were dead in the sphere of your transgressions [unpremeditated sins of ignorance] and your sins [premeditated sins of cognizance], in the sphere of which [sins] you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air [Satan], over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience [unbelievers], in connection with whom [the sons of disobedience = unbelievers] all we also formerly conducted ourselves in the lusts produced by our flesh, by carrying out the desires of our flesh [sin nature] and thoughts [attitudes, imaginations, impulses].  Furthermore, we kept on being by nature the children destined for wrath even as the rest [of the unbelievers].”


(5)  The command to not live this lifestyle of carnal death in given in Eph 5:14-18, “For this reason He [God the Holy Spirit] says, ‘Get up, You sleeper [perpetually carnal believer]; furthermore, stand up out from the dead [those in spiritual and temporal death], and Christ will shine on you.’  Therefore, consider and pay attention to how accurately [and conscientiously] you must walk, not as unwise [cosmic believers] but as wise, by purchasing the time, because the days are evil [degenerate].  Because of this, stop becoming fools [unwise], but keep on understanding what [is] the will of the Lord.  Furthermore, stop becoming intoxicated with wine, because of which is wastefulness, but be filled by means of the Spirit.”


(6)  The contrast between the carnal believer and spiritual believer is also taught in Heb 6:1-12.


g.  Therefore, if all the believers of Sardis had was a reputation of being spiritually alive, then they had nothing at all.  Reputation without reality is meaningless.  What people think of you is useless.  What God thinks of us means everything.  It is our reputation with Christ that counts, not our reputation with others.


h.  We don’t need a reputation with men; we need a positive, growing, active relationship with Christ.


i.  If your only accomplishment in the spiritual life is your reputation, then you really haven’t accomplished much.


j.  There is no word of commendation to this church, only condemnation.  And this church receives the most severe condemnation of the seven churches.

k.  The church of Sardis was like the fig tree of Mk 11:20; it had leaves, but no fruit.  Subsequent verses indicate that while the entire church had not fallen into a state of complete spiritual death (verses 4-5), the majority had so fully compromised with the pagan environment that the church was Christian in name only.”


l.  “These Christians did not boast about their riches.  They simply grew careless and indifferent to spiritual things and gradually declined over the years.  Their church was not troubled by persecution from outsiders.  Nothing is said about pressure from pagan religions, though doubtless there must have been some.  Nor is anything said about opposition from the Jewish community, apostolic frauds, the Nicolaitans, and other sources that were problematic in other cities.”
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