Rev 22:13



 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”

The present tense is an aoristic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being who and what He is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun ALPHA, which is the name of the Greek letter “A,” the first letter of the Greek alphabet, the Alpha, with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative neuter singular from the article and letter “W,” or the Omega, the last letter of the Greek alphabet.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and the ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “The First” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular superlative adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “The Last” as also in Rev 1:17.
“the First and the Last,”
 is the appositional predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ARCHĒ, meaning “the Beginning” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the appositional predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, meaning “the End.”
“the Beginning and the End.”
Rev 22:13 corrected translation
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”
Explanation:
1.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,”

a.  The Lord continues His instruction to believers by declaring three of His titles.


b.  All three titles relate to the same aspect of our Lord—He is eternal God.


c.  The first title relates to His Alpha and Omega glories, this is the glory that He had as eternal God, His Alpha glory, and the glory that He now has in hypostatic union as the God-man at the right hand of the Father.


d.  This title emphasizes the eternal glory of the Lord Jesus Christ as God.  His glory has always existed and will always exist from the beginning, which is not a beginning, until the end, which is not an end.

e.  This same title has already been used of our Lord in:



(1)  Rev 1:8, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘The One Who Is and The One Who Kept on Being and The One Who Is Coming, The Almighty’.”


(2)  Rev 21:6, “And then He said to me, ‘They [human history and the angelic conflict] are done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give without cost to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of life.”

f.  “In the symbols of the early Christian Church these two letters are frequently combined with the cross or with Christ’s monogram to denote His divinity.”


g.  “‘The alpha and the omega’ designate Jesus Christ as the creator and the climax of the universe.”


h.  The letter Omega is used as a symbol (in conjunction with the letter A) of an entity [God] that is in control of everything from beginning to end.”

2.  “the First and the Last,”

a.  This title emphasizes the same eternal nature of Christ.  He is before all things and He is the end of all things.


(1)  As the First, Jesus Christ is the creator of the first Adam—mankind.



(2)  As the Last, Jesus Christ is the Last Adam, 1 Cor 15:45, “So also it stands written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’  The Last Adam [became] a life-giving spirit.”

b.  The Old Testament background for this title is found in:



(1)  Isa 44:6, “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of the Armies: ‘I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.’”


(2)  Isa 48:12, “Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.”

c.  This same title has already been used of Christ in:



(1)  Rev 1:17, “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.  Then He placed His right hand upon me, saying, ‘Don’t be afraid; I am “The First and The Last”.”


(2)  Rev 2:8, “And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The First and the Last Who died and came to life says these things.”
3.  “the Beginning and the End.”

a.  The third title also emphasizes the eternal nature of Christ.  A similar title is found in Heb 12:2, “the originator and perfecter of confidence in doctrine.”

b.  The title ‘Beginning’ emphasizes our Lord as the creator of angels, the universe, human history, and mankind.  The title “the End” emphasizes our Lord as the judge of all of His creation.


c.  This title is also found in Rev 21:6, “And then He said to me, ‘They [human history and the angelic conflict] are done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give without cost to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of life.”

d.  “In each of these cases the term refers to the eternal, dynamic and comprehensive activity of God or Christ in creation and salvation; that is, the origin, preservation and goal of all things are to be found in the Godhead, compare Rom 11:36 (“Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”).”


e.  Dr. Osborne summarizes the importance of this statement nicely:

“The titles refer to the sovereignty of God and Christ over history.  They control the beginning of creation and its end, and therefore they control every aspect of history in between.  Since this is the only passage to contain all three titles, it has the greatest emphasis of them all on the all-embracing power of Christ over human history.  These are the perfect titles to occur between the emphasis on Christ’s coming as judge in 22:12 and the warnings to the believers and the un​regenerate in 22:14-15.  Christ is sovereign over all and therefore the one who has authority over the destiny of everyone.”
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