Rev 22:12



 is the first person singular aorist middle imperative of the verb EIDON (to see, perceive, look at), used as a demonstrative particle to prompt attention.  It means: pay attention; listen; consider or Behold!  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: I am coming.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for confident assertions about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.

The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—the Lord Jesus Christ producing the action and indicating that He is the person speaking in this verse.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the temporal adverb TACHUS, meaning “without delay, in a short time, or soon.”
“‘Behold, I am coming soon;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun MISTHOS with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My reward.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with Me.”  There is no verb, indicating the probable ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”
“and My reward [is] with Me”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to render, reward, or recompense, whether in a good or bad sense Mt 6:4, 6, 18; Rom 2:6; 12:17; 2 Tim 4:14; Rev 18:6; 22:12; 1 Thes 5:15; 1 Pet 3:9.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the rewarding of the believer in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ will produce the action of rewarding believers.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “each person.”  This is followed by the conjunction HWS, which, when used after the adjective HEKASTOS, means “each one as or according to what as in Rom 12:3; 1 Cor 3:5; 7:17; Rev 22:12.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON, meaning “the work.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is a descriptive/static/aoristic present, which describes the current state of affairs, which is a present state, condition, or fact that does not change.  A person’s work is their work and will always be their work.


The active voice indicates that the work belonging to a person produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his” in the sense that the work “belongs to Him.”  Literally this phrase says “as the work is his” or “according to what work is his,” which is good idiomatic Greek, but difficult English.
“to reward each person according to his work.”
Rev 22:12 corrected translation
“‘Behold, I am coming soon; and My reward [is] with Me to reward each person according to his work.”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Behold, I am coming soon;”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ speaks in this verse and again repeats the same promise/warning (it is a promise to the believer and warning to the unbeliever) that has been mentioned several times throughout this epistle.


(1)  Rev 1:3, “Happy [is] the reader and those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep on observing those things which have been written in it; for the time [is] near.”


(2)  Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward.”


(3)  Rev 16:15, “(Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing, so that he may not march naked, and they see his disgracefulness.)”


(4)  Rev 22:6, “And then he [the angel] said to me, ‘These words [are] faithful and true;’ and ‘The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent His angel to make known to His servants the things which must soon take place.’”


(5)  Rev 22:7, “‘Pay attention, I am coming soon. Happy is the one who pays attention to and observes the prophetic doctrines of this book.’”


(6)  Rev 22:20, “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.”

b.  The coming referred to here is both the coming of the Lord for His bride, the resurrection of the Church, which ends the Church Age, and then immediately seven years later the second advent of Christ.


c.  The coming of the Lord is characterized as happening quickly in some passages of Scripture, but the major emphasis throughout Revelation is that it will happen soon.  In God’s timing His coming is relatively soon compared to man’s way of thinking.  For the degenerate unbeliever, the coming of God is an event that will never take place, 2 Pet 3:4, “and will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming [second Advent]?  For since the fathers [Old Testament spiritual giants] all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation’.”

d.  It is critical that the believer and unbeliever pay attention (Behold) to this promise and/or warning.  It is not something to take lightly.
2.  “and My reward [is] with Me to reward each person according to his work.”

a.  The Lord now states the implication of the fact He is coming soon.  The implication is that each person will receive his just reward.  For the unbeliever, his reward is Hades and then the eternal lake of fire—Hades for the unbelievers living on the earth at the Second Advent, followed by the lake fire after the Last Judgment.  For the Church Age believer there is reward at the evaluation throne of Christ immediately after the resurrection of the Church, and for other believers at the Second Advent of Christ and at the Last Judgment.  The judgments and rewards come at various points in human history for various groups of believers.  The OT background for this statement is found in:



(1)  Isa 40:10, “Behold, the Lord God will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him.  Behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him.”


(2)  Isa 62:11, “Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth, say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Lo, your salvation comes; behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.’”

b.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Prov 24:12, “If you say, ‘See, we did not know this,’ does He not consider it who weighs the hearts?  And does He not know it who keeps your soul?  And will He not render to man according to his work?”


(2)  Jer 17:10, “I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.”


(3)  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”


(4)  Rom 2:6-8, “who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.  To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.  But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—anger and wrath!”


(5)  Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”


(6)  Acts 10:42, “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.”


(7)  2 Tim 4:1, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment], …”


(8)  2 Tim 4:8, “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”


(9)  1 Pet 1:17, “And so if you call upon the One who judges impartially according to the action of each man [and you do], live in the sphere of respect during the time of your stay in a foreign country.”


(10)  1 Pet 4:5, “who will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”


(11)  Acts 17:30-31, “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should change their minds, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”


(12)  Rom 2:16, “on the day in which God will judge the secrets of those men according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”


(13)  Rom 14:10, “Now you, why do you judge your brother?  Or you also, why do you treat your brother with contempt?  Since all will appear at the tribunal-judgment seat of God.”


(14)  1 Cor 3:8, “Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one and the same, but each one will receive his own reward on the basis of his own work.”


(15)  1 Cor 3:11-15, “For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, which is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

c.  The Lord’s reward is the spoils of victory in the angelic conflict.  Our Lord shares these spoils of victory with those who have believed in Him.  These spoils of victory include:


(1)  The imputation of God’s righteousness to the believer.



(2)  A resurrection body that lives forever.



(3)  Eternal life and the eternal security that goes with it.



(4)  Blessings in time and eternity which are “infinitely more than all that we ask or imagine” (Eph 3:20).  1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”

d.  Because the reward is with Christ, the reward is safe and secure.  Because the reward is with Christ, it is as eternal as Christ is eternal.  Because the reward is with Christ, it is as fantastic and glorious as our Lord is fantastic and glorious.

e.  The Lord possessed these rewards for believers in eternity past as a part of the Father’s plan, and He has been waiting for the purpose of giving them to those who love Him.


f.  Each person will be recompensed or rewarded in accordance with what he has done.  The adjective HEKASTOS indicates individual responsibility.  And the word “work” in the singular refers to the collective works of a person’s lifetime.
  Everything they have done is rolled up into one work.  This is a reference to the production of divine versus human good for the Church Age believer, as taught in 1 Cor 3:11-15, “For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, which is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”


(1)  The believer who executes the will of God and produces divine good—gold, silver, and valuable gems (what God wants him to do in the short span of his human life on earth in Satan’s cosmic system)—will receive a reward.



(2)  The believer who does not execute the will of God, but produces human good in Satan’s cosmic system during his life on earth—the various kinds of woods, grass, and straw—will suffer loss of reward, but he himself will be saved.



(3)  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”

g.  This verse is the absolute guarantee by our Lord Jesus Christ that He has a reward and will give that reward to each individual believer that executes the spiritual life God has provided for him.  It is also a warning to the unbeliever that he too will receive his just reward.

h.  “This is not a ‘justified by works’ theology.  It is clear in Scripture that we are ‘saved by grace through faith…not works’ (Eph 2:8-9).  To put both teachings together, ‘We are saved by grace and judged by works.’”


i.  Your confidence in doctrine is directly related to your eternal rewards and blessings according to Heb 11:6, “Now without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please [God].  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (p. 110). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (p. 1104). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 505.


� Osborne, p. 788.





PAGE  
5

