Rev 22:11



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ADIKEW, which means “to do wrong.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or “he who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the person producing sin, human good, and evil is producing the action.


The participle is ascriptive, being substantivized by the article, so that the translation could be “the wrongdoer” or “the one who does wrong.”
Then we have the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb ADIKEW, which means “to do wrong.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the entire function of wrongdoing as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the one who does wrong produces the action of doing wrong.


The imperative mood is a permissive imperative or imperative of toleration (see Wallace, p. 488f and Dana & Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek NT, p. 176).  The imperative is used to connote toleration.  It does imply that the deed is approved.  This cannot be a command, for then God would be directing the sinner to sin, and that is blasphemy.  This use of the imperative can be seen in 1 Cor 7:15, “If the unbeliever departs, let him depart.”  The unbeliever is a marriage is not being commanded to depart, but their abandonment of the marriage is being tolerated, yet not approved.  This imperative should be translated either “let the one who does wrong do wrong” or even better here “the one who does wrong must be permitted to do wrong.”
Then we have the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “yet, still.”
“The one who does wrong must be permitted to still do wrong;”
 is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective HRUPAROS, meaning “filthy, soiled, dirty; pertaining to moral sordidness: unclean, defiled, Rev 22:11.”
  The substantivized adjective is translated “the defiled person.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive imperative from the verb HRUPAINW, which means “to be defiled, polluted.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the entire function of being defiled in Satan’s cosmic system as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the one who lives in Satan’s cosmic system receives the action of being defiled or polluted.

The imperative mood is a permissive imperative or imperative of toleration.
Then we have the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “yet, still.”
“and the defiled person must be permitted to still be defiled.”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In addition.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DIKAIOS, meaning “the righteous person.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “righteousness.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture, or produce.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the entire function of doing what is right as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the righteous person produces the action of doing what is right.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.
Then we have the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “yet, still.”
“In addition the righteous person must still produce righteousness;”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HAGIOS, meaning “the holy one” and referring to the believer.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive imperative from the verb HAGIAZW, which means “to be sanctified.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the entire function of doing what is right as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the holy person; that is, the saint, produces the action of being sanctified.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.

Then we have the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “yet, still.”
“and the holy person must still be sanctified.’”
Rev 22:11 corrected translation
“The one who does wrong must be permitted to still do wrong; and the defiled person must be permitted to still be defiled.  In addition the righteous person must still produce righteousness; and the holy person must still be sanctified.’”
Explanation:
1.  “The one who does wrong must be permitted to still do wrong;”

a.  The speaker continues to be the angel that was instructing John.  The angel continues his instruction by explaining the importance of the continuation of the angelic conflict in human history and the testimony to be given by the unbeliever and believer.

b.  First, the angel addresses the issue of the unbeliever.  The one who does wrong is obviously the unbeliever living in Satan’s cosmic system throughout human history.

c.  The one who does wrong is permitted by God to continue to do wrong as testimony in the angelic conflict against Satan, which proves his sinfulness and guilt.


d.  People have long asked the question, “Why does God permit sin, evil, and wrongdoing?”  We have the answer given here.  God permits and tolerates sin, evil, and/or wrongdoing.  He does not condone it.  He punishes it.  He disciplines it.  And yet He still permits it.  Why?



(1)  God permits wrongdoing to prove that Satan is in fact a sinner against God and motivates others to sin against God.



(2) When Satan sinned against God and led one-third of the angels to follow him in his sinfulness, God judged him and condemned him and his followers to an eternal lake of fire.



(3)  Satan objected that a loving God would never do such a thing and that he had done nothing wrong in wanting to do whatever he wanted—to be like God; that is, to be God.



(4)  Human beings were created by God and Satan was allowed to influence human beings to sin against God to prove that in reality Satan was and still is a sinner and motivating others to sin against God.



(5)  This point can only be proved by permitting the function of human free will and Satan’s interaction with man in human history.


e.  Therefore, sin, evil, and all wrongdoing must be permitted to continue in human history to prove the guiltiness of Satan and all who follow him (both angels and mankind).  This is the point the angel is making to John and us.
2.  “and the defiled person must be permitted to still be defiled.”

a.  The defiled person is the person living in Satan’s cosmic system.  Mankind has been defiled by the thinking of Satan and influence of his systems of thought.  For example:


(1)  Unbelievers involved in idolatry are described as defiled, 1 Cor 8:7, “But this knowledge [that there is one God] [is] not in everyone.  In fact, because of being accustomed to the idol up to the present time, they are eating as though it is food offered to an idol.  And their conscience, being weak, is defiled.”


(2)  Tit 1:15, “All things [are] pure to the pure.  But to those who are defiled and unbelievers, nothing [is] pure.  But both their thinking and conscience have been soiled with excrement.”


(3)  2 Pet 2:13-15, “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  [They are] stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you, having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.  Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness.”


(4)  Jam 1:21, “Therefore, having removed all pollution and the surplus of wickedness, in the state of humility receive the implanted Word, which keeps on being able to deliver your souls.”

b.  The unbeliever must be permitted to continue living their lifestyle of sinfulness, human good, evil, and defilement.  They must be permitted to continue to wallow in their filth.

c.  Evil must be permitted to run its course in human history.  Negative volition must be allowed to manifest itself.


(1)  Ezek 3:27b, “He who hears [positive volition], let him hear; and he who refuses [negative volition], let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.”


(2)  Dan 12:10, “Many will be purged, purified and refined [believers], but the wicked will act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight [believers] will understand.”
3.  “In addition the righteous person must still produce righteousness;”

a.  On the other hand we have the believer represented as the righteous person.  The believer is righteous because he has been given the imputed righteousness of God.

b.  The righteous person or the believer must continue to produce righteousness in their spiritual life.

c.  This righteousness is not the righteousness given to them at salvation, but doing the right thing in the execution of the spiritual life.


d.  The believer must be permitted to continue the function of his or her positive volition to the will of God in human history as another testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.


e.  The believer is commanded by God to do the right thing because the righteous person belongs to God.  God has every right to command the believer, since Jesus Christ paid dearly for that right of ownership.


f.  The believer who does what is right in the execution of the spiritual life is producing spiritual capacity righteousness; that is, the capacity to do what is spiritually right in the opinion of God.


g.  Just as God permits wrongdoing to continue in the resolution of the angelic conflict, so also God demands the continuation of right-doing in the resolution of the angelic conflict.

4.  “and the holy person must still be sanctified.’”

a.  The holy person is the ‘saint’, the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  The believer must continue to be sanctified in the execution of their spiritual life.

c.  There are three types of sanctification received by the believer:



(1)  The sanctification we receive at salvation by being entered into union with Christ.  This is called positional sanctification.



(2)  The sanctification we receive every time we acknowledge our sins to God the Father and are entered back into fellowship with Him.  This is called experiential sanctification.



(3)  The sanctification we receive at the resurrection of the Church, when we receive our resurrection body.  This is called ultimate sanctification.


d.  The sanctification mentioned here in our verse is experiential sanctification.


e.  The believer must continue to be sanctified during his spiritual life on earth by being sanctified after he/she acknowledges their sins to God.  This too is testimony against Satan in the angelic conflict, for it demonstrates that Satan could have been and would have been forgiven by God had he simply acknowledged his sinfulness to God, but he would not do so.

f.  Every time a believer acknowledges their sin to God, and God restores them to fellowship, it is a testimony against Satan of his refusal to accept the forgiveness of God offered to him by the love of God.  Just as God has offered forgiveness to us for our sinfulness, so also the integrity of God would have done the same thing for Satan and the fallen angels, who apparently rejected God’s offer of forgiveness.

g.  The holy person must still be repeatedly sanctified in their spiritual life as a continuing testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.
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