Rev 21:3



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “I heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which depicts the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of reality and fact.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “a great voice” with the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “from the throne.”  This is followed by the appositional genitive feminine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening at that moment in John’s vision.


The active voice indicates that the great voice from the throne produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And then I heard a great voice from the throne, saying,”
 is the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “Behold; Notice, etc.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SKĒNĒ plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the tabernacle of God.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “with men” or “with mankind.”  There is no verb here, suggesting the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb SKĒNOW, which means “to tabernacle; live, settle, take up residence Rev7:15; 12:12; 13:6; 21:3; Jn 1:14.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with them.”
“‘Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with mankind, and He will tabernacle with them,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun LAOS and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His peoples.”  This is followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they shall be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle is active in meaning—believers in Christ producing the action of being His people.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“and they shall be His peoples.”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact” and denotes something startling or surprising.  Then we have the nominative subject from the predicate position
 of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Himself” with the nominative masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with/among (see BDAG, p. 636) them.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “he shall be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle is active in meaning—God the Father producing the action of being with those who believe in Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
The final two words  = ‘their God’ are missing from several excellent manuscripts and may have been added by a copyist.  The added words give the translation “and God himself will be their God with them,” which is certainly redundant and hardly John’s style of writing or thinking.
“In fact, God Himself shall be with them,”
Rev 21:3 corrected translation
“And then I heard a great voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with mankind, and He will tabernacle with them, and they shall be His peoples.  In fact, God Himself shall be with them,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I heard a great voice from the throne, saying,”

a.  The next thing that happens is that John hears a great or loud voice from the throne saying something.

b.  This great voice cannot be the voice of God, since He speaks in verses 5-6.
  However, because this voice talks about the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father, it is probably the voice of an angelic herald.


(1)  When John heard a loud voice in Rev 1:10 and Rev 4:1, it was the voice of the Lord.



(2)  When John heard a voice from heaven in Rev 10:4 and 8, and 14:13, it was the voice of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  When John heard a loud voice in heaven in Rev 12:10; 14:15, 18, it was a herald angel.



(4)  When John heard the loud voice from the temple in Rev 16:1, it was either the voice of the Lord or a herald angel.



(5)  When John heard the voice from heaven in Rev 18:4, it was the voice of the Lord.


c.  Because this voice comes ‘from the throne’, it is most likely one of the four seraph angels guarding the throne of God.


d.  “It is impossible to identify whose voice this is, but it is not the voice of God who begins to speak for the first time in Rev 21:5.  This is an announcement about God, not directly from Him.”

2.  “‘Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with mankind, and He will tabernacle with them,”

a.  John now quotes what he heard stated by the voice from the throne in heaven.

b.  The tabernacle of God is the dwelling place of God, as depicted by the original tabernacle Moses was commanded to construct.


c.  Throughout human history God has desired to live in harmony with His creatures.  The tabernacle is the visible representation of that desire.



(1)  Lev 26:11-12, “Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you.  I will also walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.”


(2)  Ezek 37:27, “My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people.”


(3)  Zech 8:8, “and I will bring them back and they will live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God in truth and righteousness.”


(4)  2 Cor 6:16, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’”

d.  This desire of God was first fulfilled by the Shekinah glory in the tabernacle in the desert wanderings of the Exodus generation.


e.  This desire of God was further fulfilled in the first advent of Christ, Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled (SKĒNOW) among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  The Word in the permanent flesh of a resurrection body will permanently tabernacle among us in the eternal state and we will forever behold His glory.

f.  The dwelling place of the Lord Jesus Christ is intimately associated with those who dwell in heaven.  Rev 13:6 has already defined the tabernacle of God as the people of God, “And he [the Antichrist] opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God, to slander His person and His tabernacle, those who dwell in heaven.”

e.  “This feature — that God will be God to His people — is the central element of His covenant with His people throughout the entire course of redemptive history.  Yahweh’s being God to His people was the continuing element in the covenant made with Abraham (Gen 17:7), with Moses (Ex 6:7; Dt 29:13), and with David (2 Sam 7:24f), and it is the abiding feature of the new covenant that God promised to make in the future kingdom (Jer 31:1, 33; Ezek 36:28; 37:23).  Now at last, this covenant promise is perfectly fulfilled in the new earth of the future age.”


f.  The great blessing of the eternal state is that God will live forever with those who have believed in Him in the new heavens and new earth.  No longer will God be separated from those whom He loves and those who love Him.


g.  God the Son will be able to live with mankind in person in resurrection body forever.  He will never again be separated from those whom He loves, and they will never again be separated from Him.
3.  “and they shall be His peoples.”

a.  Those who love the Lord will be His peoples—note the plural.  There are different categories of believers:


(1)  The Gentile believers prior to the creation of the Jews.



(2)  Jewish believers of the Age of Israel (which includes the Tribulation) and the Millennium.


(3)  The Church, where there is neither Jew nor Gentile.



(4)  The believers of the millennial reign of Christ, both Jew and Gentile.


b.  All believers of all dispensations and of the two great races (Jew and Gentile) will be the people of God.  Our Lord referred to this in His statement in Jn 10:16, “I have other sheep, which are not of this fold [Jewish believers]; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.”


(1)  Hos 2:23, “I will sow her for Myself in the land.  I will also have compassion on her who had not obtained compassion, and I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’  And they will say, ‘You are my God!’”


(2)  Rom 9:25-26, “Just as it also says in Hosea, ‘I will call the “Not My people” [Gentiles], “My people” [royal family of God].’  And the one who has not been loved [Jewish unbelievers in the times of the Gentiles] as being loved [Jewish believers as members of the royal family].  ‘And it shall happen in the place where it was said to them, “You [are] not My people,” in that same place they shall be called, “Sons of the Living God”.’”

c.  There is no partiality with God in the eternal state.  We shall all be associated with the Lord Jesus Christ as His people.

4.  “In fact, God Himself shall be with them,”

a.  Then John adds a startling and critically important fact.  God the Son Himself shall be with us.  The fact that God the Father is also present with God the Son in the New Jerusalem is clearly stated in Rev 21:22, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”  Also the throne of both God the Father and God the Son are in the New Jerusalem, Rev 22:3, “and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it.”

b.  The previous statement “the tabernacle of God [is] with mankind, and He will tabernacle with them” refers to the Lord Jesus Christ being with us forever.  But now in addition it is declared that God the Father will be with us.

c.  This has always been the plan of God the Father.  He has always wanted to be with those who love Him as much as they want to be with Him.  Now that desire is finally achieved.  The great plan, will, desire, and purpose of God is fulfilled, when all three members of the Trinity, the elect angels, and all believers of the human race are finally living together in the new heavens and new earth.
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