Rev 21:24



 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, which adds another fact to the narrative.  It is translated “And, Moreover, Furthermore, or In addition.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk,” which is used figuratively for how a person lives their life.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the subject will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “a body of persons united by kinship, culture, and common traditions: nation, people.”
  Here the ‘body of persons’ are all believers, who are united by their faith in Christ as the one people of God.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “by its light.”
“In addition the peoples [believers] will walk by its light.”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun BASILEUS, which means “the kings” plus the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth” and referring to the new earth created by the Lord Jesus Christ for the eternal state.  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PHERW, which means “to bring” (BDAG, p. 1051).

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the subject will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their glory.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into it.”
“Furthermore the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,”
Rev 21:24 corrected translation
“In addition the peoples [believers] will walk by its light.  Furthermore the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,”
Explanation:
1.  “In addition the peoples [believers] will walk by its light.”


a.  The OT background for this statement by John is:



(1)  Isa 60:3, “Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.”


(2)  Isa 60:11, “Your gates will be open continually; they will not be closed day or night, so that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession.”


(3)  Isa 60:11 refers to the millennial reign of Christ because of the phrase “day or night,” since there is no nighttime in the New Jerusalem of the eternal state (Rev 21:25; Isa 60:19-20).  The context in which Isa 60:11 is found is after the Second Advent of Christ and the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants to Israel.

b.  Believers coming to the holy city, the New Jerusalem of the eternal state, must not be confused with the conversion or streaming of the nations to Jerusalem during the millennial reign of Christ.



(1)  Isa 11:10, “Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”


(2)  Zech 8:20-23, “Thus says the Lord of the armies [a title appropriate to the Lord during His millennial reign, but unnecessary in the eternal state], ‘It will yet be that peoples will come, even the inhabitants of many cities.  The inhabitants of one will go to another, saying, “Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the Lord, and to seek the Lord of the armies; I will also go.”  So many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the Lord.’  Thus says the Lord of the armies, ‘In those days [millennium] ten men from all the nations will grasp the garment of a Jew, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”’”


(3)  Zech 14:16-19, “Then it will come about that any [believers] who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of the armies, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.  And it will be that whichever of the families of the earth [unbelievers born during the millennium] does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of the armies, there will be no rain on them.  If the family of Egypt does not go up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which the Lord smites the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.  This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.”  This is clearly a millennial passage, since there is no punishment during the eternal state for failure to worship the Lord.

c.  Therefore, the near fulfillment of this prophecy is the millennial reign of Christ (the Isaiah and Ezekiel passages), but the far fulfillment of this prophecy is the eternal state.


d.  The noun ETHNOS, “the peoples,” can refer to unbelievers, but this certainly does not apply to the eternal state.  It can also refer to Gentiles, but could only refer to Gentile believers in our context.



(1)  Whether or not God will distinguish between Jewish and Gentile believers in the eternal state is problematic.



(2)  On the one hand the fact that the twelve gates of the holy city have the names of the tribes of Israel on them and the twelve foundation stones have the names of the twelve apostles indicates that there is a definite distinction of Jews in the eternal state.


(3)  On the other hand there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile in the royal family of God.



(4)  However, there is a definite distinction between Jew and Gentile in the millennial reign of Christ.  Will this distinction carry over into the eternal state?  Apparently it will.


e.  John only uses the noun ETHNOS with its basic meaning of a group of people, regardless of their ethnic background.


f.  The statement that peoples = believers will walk by the light of the glory of God filling the holy city will certainly apply to both Jews and Gentiles, if there is such a distinction.  All believers will live in the city of Jerusalem by the light = the glory of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ filling the city.


g.  If the subject “the peoples” refers to the Jews living in the holy city, then the next statement by John is added to indicate what the believing Gentiles will do in the eternal state.


h.  Dr. Mounce exemplifies those scholars who believe these “peoples/nations/Gentiles” are unbelievers.  His argument runs as follows: “The problem raised by verses 24-26 (along with Rev 22:2 and 2:15) is the presence of Gentiles outside the heavenly Jerusalem following the final judgment, the overthrow of evil, and the restoration of a new heaven and earth.  Just who are these referred to in such a manner?  …A second solution is to interpret the nations as redeemed peoples.  But [he rejects that solution] in our metaphor the redeemed live within the city.  [He assumes that the redeemed cannot live outside the city as well—a poor assumption.]  …The solution to the ‘problem’ of the presence of the unregenerate [his preconceived notion] in the age to come is that John has taken over from the prophets the language and figures of speech that presuppose the continuance of Gentile peoples on the earth after the establishment of the eschatological era.  …As John utilized aspects of their [Isaiah and Ezekiel’s] visions in portraying the eternal state he inadvertently [Mounce apparently does not believe in the inerrancy of Scripture or in divine inspiration.] retained certain elements that were not entirely appropriate to the new setting.”
  In other words Mounce believes John made a mistake in what he said.


i.  Dr. Thomas exemplifies those scholars who really stretch to try to explain a passage of Scripture: “…‘the nations’ are composed of saved people who survive the millennial kingdom without dying and without joining Satan’s rebellion and who undergo some sort of transformation that suits them for life in the eternal state.  They will be like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden prior to the Fall.  They will be unresurrected human beings who will inhabit the new earth, Paradise restored, throughout eternity.  These will be the ones over whom God’s resurrected saints will reign (Rev 22:5).  Nations, peoples, and men on earth must continue in the flesh as Adam and Eve did before the Fall.”

2.  “Furthermore the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,”

a.  This statement immediately indicates that there will be other kingdoms and other cities throughout the new earth.  It also tells us that there will be Gentile believers in the eternal state, who are not a part of the Jewish believers or the Church.

b.  The kingdoms will have kings who rule with Christ forever.

c.  These kings are apparently Gentile believers of human history that were mature believers.  Their eternal reward is to rule their new kingdoms forever on behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  These kings are kings who live on the new earth forever.

e.  Paul understood that our Lord would also have a heavenly kingdom, 2 Tim 4:18, “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom; to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

f.  The Church has a citizenship in heaven, not on earth, Phil 3:20, “For you see our place of citizenship exists in heaven, from which place also we eagerly await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  When that heaven comes to earth in the eternal state, is not the Church’s place to “ever be with the Lord”?  Yes, it is.


g.  And the New Jerusalem is the heavenly kingdom of our Lord, Heb 11:16, “But as a matter of fact, they desired a better one [country]; that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed of them to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”  Heb 12:22, “But you have come to Zion; that is, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless millions of angels, to a festal gathering.”

h.  These mature, Gentile believers, who rule with Christ forever, will bring the glory that God has given them in triumphal procession into the holy city to celebrate the ultimate victory of our Lord over all His enemies.  “As Beale (p. 1095) says, ‘They are bringing not literal riches but themselves as worshipers before God’s end-time presence’.”



(1)  The fact that God gives His glory to believers is stated by our Lord in Jn 17:22, “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one.”


(2)  It is declared by Paul in Rom 2:6-7, “who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.  To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.”


(3)  Rom 2:10, “[There is] glory and honor and prosperity to everyone who accomplishes the good, not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”


(4)  Rom 8:18, “For I conclude that the sufferings of the present time [are] not comparable to the glory which is destined to be revealed for us.”


(5)  Rom 8:21, “Because the creation itself also shall be set free from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”


(6)  Rom 9:23-24, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected, not only from Jews but also from Gentiles.”


(7)  1 Cor 2:7, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God decided upon before the dispensations for our glory,”


(8)  1 Cor 15:40-43a, “[There are] both celestial bodies and [there are] terrestrial bodies.  But on the one hand the glory of the celestial [is] one kind, but on the other hand the [glory] of the terrestrial [is] a different kind.  There is] one kind of glory of the sun, and a different kind of glory of the moon, and a different kind of glory of the stars.  For star differs from star in glory.  The resurrection of the dead [is] in this manner also.  It is sown in the state of corruption.  It is raised in a state of immortality.  It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.”  The mere entrance of believers in resurrection body in the eternal state is the bringing in of their glory to the holy city.


(9)  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”


(10)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

i.  The entire new earth will celebrate the glory of God by coming to the holy city and worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ.  The glory that believers bring will be themselves and their total obedience to the Lord, their God.  The nations and peoples of the world will be led by their kings—the mature believers who rule over them on behalf of the Lord—an indication of their obedience to God as a demonstration of their love of God.
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (p. 276). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Let me show you a bad piece of scholarship related to this passage from a former head of Dallas Theological Seminary.  The King James Version says, “And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor into it.”  The phrase “of them which are saved” is not found in any manuscript cited by the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece or The Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised Edition.  The words were added by the King James Version translators.  Based upon this Dr. Walvoord says, “the text specifies the nations of them which are saved” (p. 327) to prove a point.  Apparently he never even looked at the Greek text of this passage, only the King James translation.


� Mounce, p. 396f.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 478.


� Osborne, p. 763, quoting Beale, p. 1095.
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