Rev 21:22



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NAOS, meaning “a temple.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: I did not see.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in it” and referring to the feminine singular noun POLIS = the city.

“Furthermore I did not see a temple in it;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the article and masculine singular noun KURIOS with the appositional nominatives of appellation from the masculine singular articles and noun THEOS and noun PANTODRATWR, meaning “the Lord God Almighty.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun NAOS with the possessive genitive from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its temple.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”

The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Father and the Lamb of God produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, meaning “the Lamb,” referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.
“for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”
Rev 21:22 corrected translation
“Furthermore I did not see a temple in it; for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore I did not see a temple in it;”

a.  John adds another important fact to the structure of the holy city—it does not have a temple in it.

b.  There is no need for a temple, since God has fulfilled His promise to dwell with His people.

c.  God will live in the holy city forever.  Therefore, there is no need for a temple to represent His presence.


d.  There is no need for a ritual temple, because the reality of the presence of God the Father and God the Son are there forever.


e.  Unlike the tabernacle of Moses, the temple of Solomon, the temple of Herod, the restored temple of the Tribulation, and the millennial temple, there will no longer be a temple on the new earth.


f.  The royal family of God is the only temple during the Church Age and God dwells within that temple now.  Eph 2:19-22, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”  During the Church Age there is no temple on earth.  The royal family is the temple of God.  So also during the eternal state there will be no temple in the holy city of God.

2.  “for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”

a.  Then John gives us the explanation that God the Father and God the Son are the temple of the holy city.  They are personally present and live in the holy city with those who have believed in Christ.

b.  Believers will not need to go to a building to worship God; they can go right up to God and worship Him.

c.  This tells us that Ezekiel’s temple (Ezek 40-48) has nothing to do with the eternal state.  It is a description of the millennial temple or a model for that temple.  Dr. Thomas explains: “The OT prophets foresaw the temple as the principal item in their descriptions of the glorified city (Isa 44:28; 60:13; Ezek 40-48).  The absence of a temple from the New Jerusalem marks a significant difference from that expectation.  A reconciliation of the two expectations notes that a restored temple as the center for future bliss belongs to the millennial kingdom, but not to the New Jerusalem where no independent temple structure will exist.”
  Therefore, the promise of Rev 3:12 (“The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God and he will never go outside; furthermore, I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which shall descend out of heaven from My God, and My new title.”) is a promise of eternal citizenship in this city; that is, eternal security.  The entire city is in effect the temple of God, and the mature believer of the Church Age is a permanent pillar of that city.

d.  This fulfills our Lord’s prediction in Jn 4:21, “Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.’”

e.  Just as the royal family of the Church Age are the temple of God, 2 Cor 6:16 (“Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’”), so this is literally fulfilled in the eternal state.

� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 474.
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