Rev 21:12



 is the appositional/explanatory nominative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”

The present tense is a descriptive/static present, describing a permanent state or condition.


The active voice indicates that the holy city, Jerusalem, produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun TEICHOS (BDGA, p. 994) and the adjective MEGAS with the connective KAI and the neuter singular adjective HUPSELOS (BDAG, p. 1044), meaning “a great and high wall.”
“having a great and high wall,”
 is the appositional/explanatory nominative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”

The present tense is a descriptive/static present, describing a permanent state or condition.


The active voice indicates that the holy city, Jerusalem, produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun PULWN (BDAG, p. 897) plus the cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “twelve gates.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EPI plus the dative of place from the masculine plural article and noun PULWN, meaning “at the gates.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS plus the cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “twelve angels.”
“having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “furthermore” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun ONOMA, meaning “names.”  Then we have the accusative neuter plural perfect passive participle from the verb EPIGRAPHW, which means “to write on or inscribe.”  In the passive voice it means “to be inscribed.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action of being written.


The passive voice indicates that the gates received the action of being inscribed.


The participle is circumstantial.
“furthermore names were inscribed,”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the neuter plural noun ONOMA = names.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the names on the twelve gates produce the action of being what they are.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Regarding the words  = the predicate nominative plural article and noun ONOMA, meaning “the names” the manuscript evidence is evenly split for including or excluding them.  Scribes could have added them for clarity or left them out because they were superfluous.  The more difficult reading is without the words; therefore, they were probably added for clarity.  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine plural article and cardinal adjective DWDEKA with the feminine plural noun PHULĒ, meaning “of the twelve tribes.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine plural noun HUIOS, meaning “of the sons” and the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular noun ISRAĒL, meaning “of Israel.”
“which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.”
Rev 21:12 corrected translation
“having a great and high wall, having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; furthermore names were inscribed, which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.”
Explanation:
1.  “having a great and high wall,”

a.  John picks up the sentence where he left off and continues his description of the physical characteristics of the city.  The sentence reads, “And then he carried me away under the influence of the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, having a great and high wall, having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; furthermore names were inscribed, which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.”  Note the parenthetical statement is missing, so you can see the entire root sentence.


b.  Great and high walls were a sign of strength, power, wealth, and security for a city in the ancient world.


c.  There is no need for protection from Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers, who are in the lake of fire and completely removed from the new universe.  Therefore, this great and high wall around the city does not denote protection from danger.  Rather it denotes the eternal security of those who live within these city walls.  They will always have a home there forever.  “The purpose of the wall is not to help defend the city, because there is no enemy to defend against.  It rather is a constant reminder of the eternal security of the city’s inhabitants.”


d.  The “greatness” of the wall refers to its thickness and is a picture of the greatness of the person of Christ in His eternal protection of those whom He loves.  “It is a ‘great high wall’ …due to the greatness of the glory of God.”


e.  The highness of the wall is a picture of the great virtue of our Lord Jesus Christ in keeping His promises to those whom He loves.
2.  “having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels;”

a.  This city has twelve gates or entrances to the city, just as the old city of Jerusalem had five gates (the Essene gate, the water gate, the golden gate, the sheep gate, and the fish gate).

b.  These twelve gates are similar to the twelve gates of the millennial Jerusalem, described by Ezek 48:30-35, “These are the exits of the city: on the north side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, shall be the gates of the city, named for the tribes of Israel, three gates toward the north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one.  On the east side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the gate of Dan, one.  On the south side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, shall be three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of Issachar, one; the gate of Zebulun, one.  On the west side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one.  The city shall be 18,000 cubits round about; and the name of the city from that day shall be, ‘The Lord is there.’”

c.  There are twelve angels, one at each gate.  They are the gatekeepers.  They ensure that the gates are kept open forever, so that believers may come and go as they please.

d.  These angels ensure that there is always access to God for all who have believed in Christ.


e.  These angels are not posted as guards to keep anyone out, but to ensure that all may enter.  As verse 25 says, these gates will never be closed.  And they are not there to keep evil out, because verse 27 says that “and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”  There are no unbelievers or sinners created in the eternal state by God or angels or mankind.

f.  These twelve gates represent the fact that people from every corner of the world have come to Christ and have entered into fellowship with Him and now have eternal access to Him.


g.  There is another possibly that should be strongly considered.  As Osborne points out, “It is better to see the angels not as guards (again, there is no need for guards since all evil has been removed) but as linked to the angels of the churches in chapters 2-3.”
  Since the seven angels of the seven churches are the seven messengers or pastors of these churches, perhaps these are not angels at all, but men with the spiritual gift of communication of doctrine, who are stationed at each gate to teach the Word of God.  We know from Prov 8:34 (“Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts”) that the city gate was the location where the Word of God was taught.  No one would ever be able to enter or leave the city without hearing the Word of God taught.  Whether these are messenger angels or men with a communication gift, the concept is still viable for the greatness of the holy city of God.
3.  “furthermore names were inscribed, which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.”

a.  In addition to the twelve gates with an angel/messenger-gatekeeper at each gate, the gates are inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.

b.  This is a picture of the fact that access to the Lord Jesus Christ came through Israel.

c.  The twelve tribes of Israel are related to the disciples, who were the Jews through whom all believers of the world after the first advent of Christ entered into eternal fellowship with Christ.

d.  The names of the twelve tribes of Israel “serves explicit notice of the distinct role of national Israel in this eternal city in fulfillment of their distinctive role in history throughout the centuries of their existence.”


e.  Remember that Abraham, the few Jew, “kept on waiting for the city having foundations, whose architect and builder [is] God,” Heb 11:10.  And Heb 11:16, “But as a matter of fact, they desired a better one [country]; that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed of them to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”

f.  Osborne interprets this a little differently, seeing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel on each of the twelve gates.  Thus, “these gates provide access to all ‘humankind,’ namely, the ‘people’ (Rev 21:3) who have ‘overcome’ the world (Rev 21:7a) and so ‘inherited’ the city of God (Rev 21:7b).  The fact of twelve gates means that access is plentiful, and the names of the twelve tribes written on the gates builds on the symbol of the 144,000 in Rev 7:1-8, meaning that the people of God provide access to the ‘people’ of the world so that they might repent and thus gain entrance to the city of God.”
  He is saying the same thing I am saying, the only difference is whether there is one name on each gate or all twelve names on each gate.


g.  Without the Jew we would not have this wonderful city, and the gates are an eternal reminder of that fact.
� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 462, citing Kiddle’s commentary.


� Osborne, p. 750.


� Osborne, p. 750f.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 463.


� Osborne, p. 750.
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