Rev 20:7



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then” and continuing the narrative discourse.  Then we have the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb TELEW, which means “to be finished, fulfilled, or completed.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic or proleptic aorist, which views the entire future action as a completed fact.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the thousand years) receives the action of being completed.


The subjunctive mood is used with words like HOTAN in temporal clauses to indicate an event that hasn’t yet happened, but will happen.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and adjective CHILIOI with the noun ETOS, meaning “the thousand years.”
“And then when the thousand years shall be completed,”
 is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb LUW, which means “to loose, untie, set free, or release.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will happen.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (Satan) will receive the action of being released.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun SATANAS, which is transliterated as “Satan.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun PHULAKĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from his prison.”
“Satan shall be released from his prison.”
Rev 20:7 corrected translation
“And then when the thousand years shall be completed, Satan shall be released from his prison.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then when the thousand years shall be completed,”

a.  John continues his narrative by giving us the next chronological event that occurs in the future after the thousand year reign of our Lord on earth.

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ will prove the perfection of His rule, His fairness, His love, His graciousness, His forgiveness, and His justice for a thousand years with direct intervention in the lives of men on earth.

c.  When this demonstration of our Lord’s perfection and care for His own people has been proven beyond all doubt, the thousand years will be completed.


d.  Everything that God needs to do to prove His love for mankind will be demonstrated beyond all doubt during the millennial reign of Christ.


e.  God does not need a thousand years to do this, but does it for a thousand years to prove His everlasting faithfulness to His creatures.


f.  This demonstration is not made to Satan and the fallen angels, for they are imprisoned.  This demonstration is made to all those who have believed in Him throughout human history.  It is for our benefit.


g.  But at the end of this thousand years, Jesus Christ has something else to prove to mankind, and what Christ has to prove requires the release of Satan from his prison.

2.  “Satan shall be released from his prison.”

a.  The release of Satan from his thousand year imprisonment in the Abyss is a definite fact of Scripture and a part of God’s plan.

b.  “The word PHULAKĒ usually refers to a place of detention for those awaiting sentence; thus, a ‘prison’:



(1)  Heb 11:36, “Moreover others received the experience of mockings and scourgings, furthermore, chains and imprisonment.”


(2)  1 Pet 3:19, “by means of Whom [God the Holy Spirit], after having traveled, He made a proclamation to the spirits in prison.”

c.  Even though this passage does not declare God’s specific purpose for releasing Satan, it is not difficult to deduce from the rest of Scripture, the events of human history, and the need to resolve the angelic conflict.



(1)  Satan is released in order to duplicate the events that occurred at the beginning of human history and at the beginning of the angelic conflict.



(2)  Our Lord needs to prove that the one person who created all the problems for the fallen angels and for mankind was Satan.


(3)  Satan is released and given the free will to act upon the world of mankind as he did with the angels in heaven after his initial fall, and as he did on earth after the creation of mankind.



(4)  Satan caused the fall of the fallen angels and the fall of man.  God is going to prove this by permitting Satan to cause the final rebellion against the perfect love of God for the people of the millennial reign of Christ.


(5)  The Lord Jesus Christ loves the unbelievers of the millennium as much as all other members of the human race.  He is not willing that any should perish.  But they will reject the love of our Lord from their own free will under the motivation and deception of Satan.



(6)  Satan deceived the fallen angels in heaven and deceived the woman in the Garden of Eden.  He has been deceiving the people (nations) of the world ever since.  He will deceive the unbelievers of the millennium into revolting against the Lord Jesus Christ, and this will be God’s final proof against Satan that he is incorrigible; that is, hopelessly incurable in his rejection of God’s love and authority.



(7)  “Perhaps the most reasonable explanation for this rather unusual parole is to make plain that neither the designs of Satan nor the waywardness of the human heart will be altered by the mere passing of time.  Once loosed from prison, Satan picks up where he left off and people rally to his cause.”


d.  The release of Satan is absolutely necessary in order for God to have the final proof He needs to fairly send Satan and the fallen angels to the lake of fire.  God has to prove that imprisonment does not rehabilitate locked-in negative volition.  The men born during the millennial reign of Christ who are never tempted by Satan until his release are analogous to the fallen angels before their fall.  They were sinless from their creation for a period of time until they were deceived and tempted by Satan and followed him.  This is exactly what happens to the unbelievers of the millennial reign of Christ.

e.  This also proves to mankind that some men throughout human history will reject the love and grace of God no matter what God does for them, since the unbelievers of the millennial reign of Christ do not have a single valid reason for their rebellion against the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  The millennial reign of Christ is described in Ps 72; Isa 2:2-4; 11:4-9.



(1)  There will be perfect rule in all governments with no abuse or tyranny.


(2)  There will be perfect justice in all the courts.



(3)  There will be perfect economic justice to all people.



(4)  There will be fantastic prosperity to all who are willing to work.



(5)  There will be no war, no armies, no rebellion, and no civil disobedience.



(6)  There will be perfect weather and complete fertility throughout the world.



(7)  There will be complete harmony and peace in the animal kingdom and between man and animals.



(8)  There will be no prejudice, bigotry, or anti-Semitism.



(9)  There will be complete, accurate teaching of the Word of God and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  The unbelievers of the world will have absolutely nothing to complain about, and certainly no reason for rejecting the love that the Lord Jesus Christ has for them.
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