Rev 20:5



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective LOIPOS, meaning “the rest; the remainder.”  With this we have the partitive genitive/ablative or genitive of the whole from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, which means “of the dead,” referring to unbelievers of human history.  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live; to come to life again.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the dead unbelievers produced the action of not coming to life again.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

The context of what has been said and what will be said indicates that this is a parenthetical statement.

“(The rest of the dead [unbelievers] did not come to life”
 is the conjunctive use of the preposition ACHRI at the beginning of a clause, meaning “until,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb TELEW, which means “to be completed, fulfilled, or finished.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the thousand years received the action of being completed.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses that begin with temporal words such as ACHRI.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and adjective CHILIOI with the neuter plural noun ETOS, meaning “the thousand years.”
“until the thousand years was completed.)”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “This” and referring to the statement at the end of the previous verse that refers to souls (the feminine noun PSUCHĒ = souls) that came to life and rule with Christ for a thousand years.  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTASIS followed by the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “the first resurrection.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative without a verb suggest the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“This [is] the first resurrection.”
Rev 20:5 corrected translation
“(The rest of the dead [unbelievers] did not come to life until the thousand years was completed.)  This [is] the first resurrection.”
Explanation:
1.  “(The rest of the dead [unbelievers] did not come to life”

a.  The rest of the dead refers to all unbelievers of human history.


b.  The previous dead that did come to life are those souls who had been decapitated because of their testimony about Jesus; that is, the tribulational martyrs.  This also includes the Old Testament believers, who had been promised that they would share in the millennial reign of Christ.  For example, the fulfillment of all the unconditional covenants to Israel during the millennial reign of Christ necessitates the resurrection of Old Testament believers.

c.  Therefore, the human race is divided here into two groups.



(1)  Group A includes all believers of human history that enter into the millennial reign of Christ and includes:




(a)  The Church.




(b)  Old Testament believers who come to life again.  Dan 12:1-2, “Now at that time [the Tribulation] Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise.  And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued [delivered by the Second Advent of Christ].  Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake [the resurrection of Old Testament believers], these to everlasting life, but the others [unbelievers] to disgrace and everlasting contempt [the Last Judgment].”



(c)  Tribulational martyrs who come to life again.




(d)  Believers of the Tribulation who survive the Tribulation and enter into the millennial reign of Christ apart from physical death.



(2)  Group B includes all unbelievers of human history.




(a)  Those unbelievers who are already dead do not come back to life.  These are the people mentioned in our verse.




(b)  Those unbelievers who are alive at the end of the Second Advent of Christ are judged by the tribulational martyrs and sent to the compartment of Hades called Torments.
2.  “until the thousand years was completed.)”

a.  At the end of the thousand year rule of Christ all the unbelievers of human history will come back to life in order to face the Last Judgment before the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  This will be mentioned at the end of this chapter (verses 12-15).

c.  All unbelievers will come to life again in order to be judged by Christ and thrown alive into the eternal lake of fire.


d.  The thousand years will be completed when Christ puts down the Gog/Magog revolution of Satan and the millennial unbelievers at the end of His millennial reign.

3.  “This [is] the first resurrection.”

a.  The resurrection of all believers to enter into the millennial reign of Christ is called ‘the first resurrection’.  “The more satisfactory delineation of ‘the first resurrection’ equates it to the resurrection of all the just.  This allows for the sequence of resurrection indicated in 1 Cor 15:23 (“But each person in his own division: Christ [is] the first-fruits, then those who belong to Christ at His return,”), for the resurrection of members of Christ’s body in 1 Thes 4:16 (“because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first,”), and for the resurrection of the OT saints at the time of Christ’s return to the earth (Dan 12:2) as well as the resurrection of the martyrs here.  So the first resurrection must have at least two earlier phases than that phase which comes in conjunction with the establishment of the millennial kingdom.”


b.  The second resurrection is the resurrection of all unbelievers for the Last Judgment.

c.  Millennial believers who do not die during the millennium are not resurrected from death but receive their eternal ‘resurrection’ bodies apart from resurrection from death.  They are changed in a moment of time.  There is no need for their resurrection.  This is exactly the same thing that happens to all Church Age believers who are alive when the Lord comes for His bride, often called the Rapture of the Church.


d.  The first resurrection includes four groups:



(1)  The Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  The Church.



(3)  Old Testament saints and tribulational martyrs.



(4)  Millennial saints.

e.  “The fact that practically all instances of ANASTASIS refer to physical resurrection makes it improbable that it means here what amillenarians [those who say that the millennial reign of Christ occurs between the two advents of Christ, which they stopped considering as a literal thousand years after 1000 A.D., and then after 1325 A.D.—a thousand years from the reign of Constantine, the first Christian Roman Emperor; and again after 1800—a thousand years after the coronation of Charlemagne in 800 A.D.] frequently interpret it to mean, namely, a spiritual resurrection.”
  If the first resurrection is a literal bodily resurrection, just as the second resurrection is certainly a physical, bodily resurrection, then the thousand years in between must also be a literal thousand year reign of Christ, which means this literal thousand year reign of Christ cannot occur until after the second advent of Christ.  Thus proving the pre-millennial second advent of Christ, which amillennialist do not accept, because they believe that the Church must go through the period of the Tribulation.  Therefore, amillennialists say that the first resurrection is not a literal resurrection but a spiritual resurrection, whatever that is, in order to support their preconceived notions of theology.

f.  Mounce gives the logic of this being a literal resurrection:

“The strong presumption is that the verb in verse 4 should be taken in the same sense as it is in verse 5.  In the second case the statement, ‘The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended,’ certainly refers to a bodily resurrection at the close of the millennial period.  If ‘they came to life’ in verse 4 means a spiritual resurrection to new life in Christ, then we are faced with the problem of discovering within the context some persuasive reason to interpret the same verb differently within one concise unit.  No such reason can be found.  Alford’s much-quoted remark is worth repeating: ‘If, in a passage where two resurrections are mentioned ... the first resurrection may be understood to mean spiritual rising with Christ, while the second means literal rising from the grave;  —then there is an end of all significance in language, and Scripture is wiped out as a definite testimony to anything’.”

� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 418; Osborne, p. 708.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 418f.  Mounce disagrees, arguing that the first resurrection is composed only of the martyred believers of the Tribulation, “The rest of the dead who did not come to life until the close of the thousand years would be all the faithful except the martyrs, plus the entire body of unbelievers.”  Thus the only believers who have a part in the millennial reign of Christ are the tribulational martyrs according to Mounce’s view.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 420f.  Osborne, p. 707.


� So Thomas and Osborne, p. 708.  Beale contends that there is only one resurrection of both believers and unbelievers after the millennial reign of Christ, p. 1013f.


� Walvoord, p. 298.


� Page 366.
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