Rev 20:2



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRATEW, which means “to seize, of taking into custody arrest, apprehend someone Mt 14:3; 21:46; 26:4, 48, 50, 55, 57 (on the arrest of Jesus); Mk 6:17; 12:12; 14:1, 44, 46, 49, 51; Acts 24:6; Rev 20:2.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this angel from heaven produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun DRAKWN, which means “dragon, serpent, a sobriquet [another name for; a title] for the devil Rev 12:3, 4, 7, 9, 13, 16f; 13:2, 4, 11; 16:13; 20:2.”
  This is followed by the appositional nominative of appellation [The nominative cased used for a title or proper name in apposition to an accusative case “is in accord with the linguistic usage of the book of Revelation, which employs the nominative case for a title or proper name that stands in apposition to a noun in an oblique case.”
] from the masculine singular article and noun OPHIS, meaning “snake, serpent” plus the nominative masculine singular article and adjective ARCHAIOS, meaning “what has existed from the beginning or for a long time, with the connotation of present existence, the old/ancient serpent Rev 12:9; 20:2.”

“And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to the nominative masculine singular noun OPHIS.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a state or condition that is always true—it is what it is.


The active voice indicates that the ancient snake or serpent produces the action of being something or someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DIABOLOS, which we transliterate incorrectly as the devil, plus the epexegetical/explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun SATANAS, which transliterate as “Satan.”
“who is the devil; that is, Satan,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DEW, meaning “to confine a person or thing by various kinds of restraints: bind, tie of binding and imprisoning persons; to bind someone with chains, of a possessed person Mk 5:3f; of prisoners Acts 12:6; 21:33; Mt 12:29; 14:3; 27:2; Mk 3:27; 15:1; Jn 18:12; Acts 9:14; 21:11, 13; 22:29; bind someone (and put him) in prison Mk 6:17.  In the passive to be bound; that is, to be a prisoner 15:7; Jn 18:24; Col 4:3; Acts 9:2, 21; 22:5; 2 Tim 2:9.”
  This binding is incarceration or imprisonment.

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards the entire future action as though it were a past fact.


The active voice indicates that this angel from heaven produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to Satan.  Finally, we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter plural cardinal adjective CHILIOI, meaning “for a thousand” and the neuter plural noun ETOS, meaning “years.”
“and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.”
Rev 20:2 corrected translation
“And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake, who is the devil; that is, Satan, and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake,”

a.  The next thing John sees is this angel from heaven seizing Satan like a common criminal.  Satan is described here by the same title that was previously used for him in Rev 12:9, “And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the devil and Satan, the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth.  In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”

b.  Since it was the archangel Michael who fought Satan and threw him out of heaven in the middle of the Tribulation (Rev 12:7-9), the angel performing the action here may also be Michael.  We don’t have enough information to be dogmatic about it, but it is very likely.


c.  The important thing to recognize is that Satan has lost his spiritual, intellectual, and physical power to overcome this angel.


d.  However, we must recognize that Satan still has fantastic power, since a great chain must be used to restrain him in prison for a thousand years.

2.  “who is the devil; that is, Satan,”

a.  John further defines who the serpent, the ancient snake is, so that there is no misunderstanding on our part.

b.  This serpent or ancient snake is the person also known by the titles “the devil” and “Satan.”

c.  This is the person who has been the deceiver of mankind throughout human history and the adversary of God from before human history.


d.  “All four titles by which Satan is designated in Revelation are brought together.  He is the dragon defeated in heavenly combat by Michael (12:7-8), the serpent who tried to sweep away the messianic community with a flood (12:15), and the devil who knows that his time is short (12:12).”
  (Italics are mine.)
3.  “and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.”

a.  The great angel from heaven now does that for which elect angels and believers have longed since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden—the cessation of Satan’s activities on earth.

b.  Satan is bound, incarcerated, imprisoned in the Abyss for the duration of the millennial reign of Christ.  This binding is probably the same as that in Isa 24:21-22, “So it will happen in that day, that the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high, and the kings of the earth on earth.  They will be gathered together like prisoners in the dungeon, and will be confined in prison; and after many days they will be punished.”

c.  There can be no perfect environment on earth as long as Satan is present.


d.  Satan must be removed from the realm of human history to prove a significant point in human history—that he is responsible for the rebellion of man against God, just as he was responsible for the rebellion of angels against God.


e.  The thousand year imprisonment of Satan is his chance for rehabilitation.  There will be none.  Satan cannot and will not be rehabilitated.

f.  The thousand year imprisonment of Satan coincides with the perfect rule of our Lord on earth.  God’s perfection of the millennial reign of Christ does not include the sin, good, and evil of Satan.


g.  The imprisonment of Satan by God is a gracious act on the part of God.  He is giving Satan his last chance to change his mind about his rebellion against God.  But Satan will not change his mind.  He will rebel one more time when he is released at the end of the thousand years, proving that no unbeliever will ever change their mind about Christ.

h.  Mounce, Osborne, and Beale reject the “thousand years” as referring to a literal 1000 year reign of Christ.  For example, Mounce says, “In spite of these varying opinions [Mounce has just listed a number of statements of commentators who say that the phrase “a thousand years” cannot be literal] Thomas is sure that ‘the only exegetically sound answer to the issue is to understand the thousand years literally’, an incredible way to treat numbers in apocalyptic!”


i.  There are two positions generally put forward regarding the meaning of this thousand years and the binding of Satan: the amillennial position, which interprets these descriptions as non-literal and the pre-tribulational position, which interprets these descriptions literally.  Mounce gives a concise summary [and in the process betrays himself].
“What the binding of Satan entails depends upon whether the passage is taken as descriptive of the present age or of a period that will follow the second advent. The first option holds that in the period between the two comings of Christ the devil’s influence is curtailed so that he is unable to prevent the extension of the church by means of an active missionary pro​gram.  In support proponents list a number of verses in which the binding, casting out, or falling of Satan is associated in some way with the first coming of Christ (Mt 12:29; Lk 19:17-18; Jn 12:31; Col 2:15).  The second option, however, says that the intention of the passage is not to represent Satan as merely restricted but as rendered completely inactive during the thousand​ year millennial period following the second advent.  In support or this position a number of NT passages may be cited that show Satan as extremely active in the present age (Lk 22:3; Acts 5:3; 2 Cor 4:3-4; 11:14; Eph 2:2; 1 Thes 2:18; 2 Tim 2:26; and especially 1 Pet 5:8, ‘Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour’).  The answer to the problem obviously does not lie in one’s ability to support an interpretation by collecting verses from other contexts in Scripture.  [Excuse me, but throughout his commentary he has done just that in order to prove the meaning of every passage he has explained!  It is a fundamental principle of the science of the interpretation of Scripture that you compare other passages with your passage to determine meaning.]  Careful attention needs to be given to the text of Revelation itself.  All the text actually says is that during a period designated as a thousand years [notice that he uses a literal interpretation of the phrase here, yet denies that it is literal—can’t have it both ways.]  Satan is bound and cast into the Abyss, which is then locked and sealed. The purpose of the confinement is not to punish him but to prevent him from deceiving the nations.  The elaborate measures taken to insure his custody are most easily understood as implying the complete cessation of his influence on earth (rather than a curbing of his activities). The Abyss is sealed (cf. Dan 6:17; Mt 27:66) as a special precaution against escape.  Satan’s imprisonment is to last a thousand years.  [A literal thousand years, which you then turn around and deny.]  Some commentators understand this period as a literal one thousand years, but the majority take it to indicate a lengthy period of undetermined duration.  In support of the latter interpretation are such verses as Ps 50:10, which speaks metaphorically of cattle on a thousand hills, and 2 Pet 3:8 with its equation of one day and a thousand years.  Nothing in the immediate context favors either interpretation. [How about a literal angel, literally coming down from a literal heaven in order to literally seize a literal person named Satan, and literally halt his activities for a literal thousand years!].”


j.  Contrast Mounce’s statement with Dr. Thomas’ defense of the literal meaning of the phrase “a thousand years.”
“If the writer wanted a very large symbolic number, why did he not use 144,000 (7:1 ff.; 14:1 ff.), 200,000,000 (9:16), ‘ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands’ (5:11), or an incalculably large number (7:9)?  The fact is that no number in Revelation is verifi​ably a symbolic number.  On the other hand, non-symbolic usage of numbers is the rule.  It requires multiplication of a literal 12,000 by a literal twelve to come up with 144,000 in 7:4-8.  The churches, seals, trumpets, and bowls are all literally seven in number.  The three un​clean spirits of 16:13 are actually three in number.  The three angels connected with the three last woes (8:13) add up to a total of three.  The seven last plagues amount to exactly seven.  The equivalency of 1,260 days and three and a half years necessitate a non-symbolic understand​ing of both numbers.  The twelve apostles and the twelve tribes of Israel are literally twelve (21:12-14).  The seven churches are in seven literal cities.  Yet confirmation of a single number in Revelation as symbolic is impossible.  So ample good reasons exist for not taking the number symbolically, but there are many good reasons for taking one thousand to be literal (Walvoord).  It is the plain statement of the text six times.  I am doubtful that any symbolic number, if there be such, is ever repeated that many times.  Other symbolism in Revelation is not opposed to a literal understanding of the thousand years.  …The conclusion is that the only exegetically sound answer to the issue is to understand the thousand years literally.”
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