Rev 20:15



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And, Furthermore, Moreover, or In addition.”  Then we have the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  What is stated is assumed to be true for the sake of presenting the argument.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the strong, absolute negative OUCH, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to be found.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire future action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that “anyone” received the action of not being found.


The indicative mood is a conditional indicative (Wallace, p. 450f.), which is frequently used in the protasis of a conditional sentence.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BIBLOS, meaning “in the book.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive (or genitive of identity) from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “of life.”  Notice that the word “name” does not occur in the Greek.  It is added by translators for clarification—’if anyone’s name’.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: having been written.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”


The passive voice indicates that the name of anyone received the action of having been written.


The participle is circumstantial.

The first class condition indicates that there definitely were people not found in the book of life.  In fact billions of people will not be found there.

“And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life,”
 is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw, cast” and in the passive voice “to be thrown; to be cast.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire action as a past fact from the standpoint of what John already has seen in his vision.


The passive voice indicates that the unbeliever received the action of being thrown.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun LIMNĒ plus the genitive of identity [or possibly even the genitive of material (indicating the material out of which the lake is made)] from the neuter singular article and noun PUR, meaning “into the lake of fire.”
“he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
Rev 20:15 corrected translation
“And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life,”

a.  John adds a final thought to his description of the Last Judgment of the unbeliever.  The elect angels (working at the request of the Lord) go through the book of life one final time, in order to make absolutely certain that no unbeliever’s name is found there.  When their name is not found there, the unbeliever is finally cast into the lake of fire.

b.  The book of life (Ps 69:28) suggests the idea that as the redeemed form a community or citizenship (Phil 3:20; 4:3), a catalogue of the citizens’ names is preserved (Lk 10:20; Rev 20:15).  Their names are registered in heaven (Lk 10:20; Rev 3:5).”
  These names were written by the Lord Jesus Christ (it is called the Lamb’s Book of Life in Rev 21:27) into His registry of believers before the creation of mankind.


(1)  Ps 69:28, “May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.”


(2)  Phil 3:20a, “For you see our place of citizenship exists in heaven,”


(3)  Phil 4:3d, “and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”


(4)  Lk 10:20b, “but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”


(5)  Rev 3:5a, “the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.”


(6)  Heb 12:23a, “that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven.”

c.  There will be billions of human beings whose names are not found in the Book of Life.  For those who wonder about people with the exact same name (John Smith) living at the same time in human history, it is not difficult to image that the Book of Life also contains the date of their physical birth (down to the second God imputed human life to their soul), and the date of their new birth.

d.  Therefore, the Book of Life will be a registry of all believers throughout human history, and those not found in the Book of Life will be all unbelievers of human history.
2.  “he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

a.  The final fate of the unbeliever is to be cast into the lake of fire with the Beast, the False-prophet, the devil and his angels.  The unbelievers of human history share the destiny of the unholy trinity.

b.  The description of “throwing” suggests that the unbeliever will go unwillingly into the lake of fire.  He will be forced physically to go there against his/her will.  The elect angels will perform this function, Mt 13:41-42, “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

c.  This final punishment is described as:



(1)  A place of complete darkness:




(a)  Mt 8:12, “but the sons of the kingdom [Jewish unbelievers] will be cast out into the outer darkness;”



(b)  Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  If the Abyss is a place of darkness, how much more so will be their eternal state?




(c)  2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment;”



(d)  Mt 25:30, “Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”


(2)  A place of complete torture, torment, pain, and unrelenting physical agony:




(a)  It is certainly a worse state than the description of the compartment of Hades called Torments, described in Lk 16:24, “And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’”



(b)  Rev 20:10, “And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the beast and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].  And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.”



(c)  Mk 9:43…48, “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,…where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.”


(3)  The lake of fire is a place of mental and spiritual suffering:




(a)  Lk 13:28, “In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being thrown out.”



(b)  Mt 8:12, “but the sons of the kingdom [Jewish unbelievers] will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”



(c)  2 Thes 1:9, “who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence.”

d.  Rev 14:11 has come to pass, “And then the smoke produced by their torment rises eternally; furthermore, those who worship the beast and his image; that is, whoever receives the mark of his name, have no rest day and night.’”
� Easton, M. (1996, c1897). Easton’s Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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