Rev 20:14



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, meaning “death” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HADĒS, transliterated as “Hades.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw, cast” and in the passive voice “to be thrown; to be cast.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire action as a past fact from the standpoint of what John already has seen in his vision.


The passive voice indicates that death and Hades received the action of being thrown.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun LIMNĒ plus the genitive of identity [or possibly even the genitive of material (indicating the material out of which the lake is made)] from the neuter singular article and noun PUR, meaning “into the lake of fire.”
“And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS plus the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective DEUTEROS, meaning “the second death.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a perpetual state or condition without emphasis on its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the second death produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the appositional/explanatory nominative from the feminine singular article and noun LIMNĒ with the genitive of identity [or possibly even the genitive of material (indicating the material out of which the lake is made)] from the neuter singular article and noun PUR, meaning “the lake of fire.”
“This is the second death, the lake of fire.”
Rev 20:14 corrected translation
“And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.”

a.  John then sees the “second death;” that is, the casting of all creatures who have rejected the love of Jesus Christ into the eternal lake of fire.


(1)  The word death refers to those creatures who are spiritually dead human beings and capable of dying physically; that is, all unbelievers of the human race.



(2)  The word Hades refers to those creatures who are incapable of dying—the fallen angels—who have been imprisoned in two of the compartments of Hades: the Abyss and Tartarus.

b.  No believer faces the second death, as mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 2:11, “He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  He who is victorious [believes in Christ] will absolutely not be harmed by the second death.”


(2)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [is] he who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death does not have authority, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ.  Furthermore they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”

c.  This is our Lord’s ultimate victory over death as mentioned in 1 Cor 15:54-55, “But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this moral puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’  Death, where [is] your victory?  Death, where [is] your sting?”

d.  This statement is the fulfillment of 1 Cor 15:26, “Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.”

e.  This is the fulfillment of the principle of 2 Thes 1:9, “who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence.”

f.  This is the fulfillment of Rom 2:5-8, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath; that is, [the day] of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God, who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.  To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.  But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—anger and wrath!”

g.  This is the fulfillment of Isa 25:8, “He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken.”
2.  “This is the second death, the lake of fire.”

a.  John then clarifies that the second death is the lake of fire.  They are the same thing.  “Just as the rich man in Hades experienced unbearable torment in flames (Lk 16:23-24), those in the lake of fire will have to endure punishment of the same nature.”


b.  The first death is spiritual death, which eventuates in physical death, while the second death is the eternal existence of those who have rejected God’s love in the eternal lake of fire.

c.  “The idea that the ‘second death’ is in the case of the wicked their absolute destruction, their annihilation, has not the slightest support from Scripture, which always represents their future as one of conscious suffering enduring forever.  The supposition that God will ultimately secure the repentance and restoration of all sinners is equally unscriptural.  There is not the slightest trace in all the Scriptures of any such restoration.”


d.  The lake of fire is the final destination of:


(1)  The beast and false-prophet, Rev 19:20, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”


(2)  Satan, Rev 20:10, “And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the beast and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].  And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.”


(3)  The fallen angels, Mt 25:41, “‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the ﻿﻿eternal fire which has been prepared for ﻿﻿the devil and his angels.”


(4)  Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life; that is, unbelievers, Rev 21:8, “But with reference to the cowardly, even the unbelievers, the detestable, the murderers, the fornicators, the drug abusers, the idolaters, and all the liars, their part will be in the lake which burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”


(5)  Death and Hades—this is the personification and summation of all of these creatures.  Death being cast into the lake of fire is a picture of physical death ceasing to occur in the human race.  Hades being cast into the lake of fire is a picture of Hades being emptied and closing its doors forever.


e.  The second death is the final, total, and eternal separation from God without hope of reversal, after a lifetime of rejecting God.
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