Rev 20:12
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing another vision.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, meaning “the dead.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective MEGAS, used as a substantive, and meaning “the great, important or significant.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective MIKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “the small, unimportant, or insignificant.”  This is followed by the appositional/explanatory accusative masculine plural perfect active participle from the verb HISTĒMI, meaning “to stand: standing.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that important and unimportant members of the human race produce the action of standing before God.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “before the throne” and referring to the great white throne mentioned in the previous verse.
“And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun BIBLION, meaning “books.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to be opened.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the books received the action of being opened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“And then books were opened.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective ALLOS and the noun BIBLION, meaning “another book.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to be opened.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that this one book received the action of being opened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This is followed by the appositional nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to “another book.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition of the action without reference to its beginning, end, completion, result, or progress.  It simply states that a thing is what it is.


The active voice indicates that this “other book” produces the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “of life” with the ellipsis of the noun that it modifies.  The missing noun is the noun BIBLION = “[the book].”
“And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to be judged.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire action as a past fact from John’s standpoint of writing after he has seen the vision, though the actual event is a future occurrence.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the dead = the spiritually dead unbelievers) receive the action of being judged.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine and fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “the dead.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source/cause/reason of the underlying rule or principle for an action: on the basis of Rev 20:12.”
  With this preposition we have the neuter plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to be written: the things which had been written.”

The article substantivizes the participle, emphasizing its aspect as a noun in its relationship to the previous preposition.

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, emphasizing a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that what was written in the books received the action of being written.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun BIBLION, meaning “in the books.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference or the accusative of the norm/standard from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive from the third person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “according to their works, deeds or accomplishments.”
“And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.”
Rev 20:12 corrected translation
“And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.  And then books were opened.  And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.  And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.”

a.  John continues his description of a series of visions in rapid fire, one after another.  The next thing he sees are all the dead.  Who are these dead?  They are the unbelievers of human history.

b.  John describes them as the great and small, or significant and insignificant, or important and unimportant.  In other words social status, economic status, political status, religious status, or any other human category of importance or unimportance makes no difference.  All unbelievers will stand before God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment.

c.  These unbelievers are required to stand before their Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  In order for these unbelievers to stand before Christ, they have to have bodies that have the ability to “stand.”  Therefore, these unbelievers will receive a type of ‘resurrection’ body; that is, a body similar to their previous physical body, which is now dead, but a body which will enable them to live forever in the lake of fire.


e.  The throne before which they stand is the great white throne of the Lord Jesus Christ mentioned in the previous verse.


f.  The resurrection of the damned is mentioned only occasionally in Scripture.



(1)  Dan 12:2, “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.”


(2)  Jn 5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.”


(3)  Acts 24:15, “having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.”


(4)  Rev 20:5, “(The rest of the dead [unbelievers] did not come to life until the thousand years was completed.)  This [is] the first resurrection.”


(5)  Mt 12:41-42, “The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.  The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.”
2.  “And then books were opened.”

a.  The next thing John sees is the opening of books.  The OT background for this is found in Dan 7:10, “A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books were opened.”

b.  These books contain the official heavenly record of the works, deeds, and accomplishments of all the unbelievers of human history.  The question is: “Are these the evil, sinful deeds of the unbelievers that condemn them to the lake of fire, or are they the good deeds performed by these unbelievers that prove that they are not as righteous as God is righteous?”


(1)  Job 34:11, “For He pays a man according to his work, and makes him find it according to his way.”


(2)  Ps 28:4, “Requite them according to their work and according to the evil of their practices; requite them according to the deeds of their hands; repay them their recompense.”


(3)  Jer 17:10, “I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.”


(4)  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”


(5)  Rom 2:6, “who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.”


(6)  Rev 2:23, “Furthermore, I will kill her children [followers] by means of fatal illness.  And so all the churches will know that I am the One who investigates the feelings and the thoughts.  In fact I will give [administer punishment] to each one of you according to your actions.”


(7)  Rev 20:13, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.”


(8)  Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”

c.  Notice that sin is not mentioned among these “deeds” or “works.”  The closest statement that comes to the unbeliever being judged for their sins is the phrase in Ps 28:4, “Requite them according to their work and according to the evil of their practices.”  However, David is asking for judgment against them in time; that is, during their lifetime, and not eternal damnation.

d.  It is critical to remember that Christ died for the sins of the world.  Those sins were already judged on the cross and cannot be used in the judgment of the unbeliever.  This is the law of double jeopardy, where a man cannot be punished twice for the same offence.


e.  Since sin was already judged and punished in Christ on the Cross, the unbelievers’ works or deeds are those good deeds and works he has performed in order to justify himself before God.  These kind of good deeds or good works are evil.

f.  The unbeliever certainly cannot justify having eternal life based upon his sinfulness, and the God of love and forgiveness has already forgiven the unbeliever for his sinfulness.  This was the request of Christ at the Cross, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”

g.  These books are the official heavenly record of all the human good ever performed by the unbelievers standing before God.  All of the good deeds of these unbelievers will add up to unrighteousness in God’s eyes, Isa 64:6, “For all of us have become like one who is unclean.  And all our righteous deeds are like a menstrual rag; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”

h.  There is only one good deed done by the spiritually dead human being that God can make effective for righteousness.  And that one good deed is non-meritorious faith in Christ.


i.  Whenever that one right thing is done by an unbeliever, then not only is that person saved by God, but that one act of faith in Christ is recorded in heaven in a single book—the book of life, which is mentioned next by John.
3.  “And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.”

a.  Notice the contrast between the plural “books” of the unbelievers works, actions, deeds, or accomplishments and the singular “book.”

b.  This single book records the names of all those who have believed in Christ during their human life.

c.  Every person who is given human life is listed in the book of life.  If the person dies, having failed to believe in Christ, then their name is blotted out of the book of life.


d.  The book of life is mentioned both directly and indirectly throughout Scripture.


(1)  Ex 32:32-33, “But now, if You will, forgive their sin and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You have written!  The Lord said to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.’”


(2)  Ps 56:8, “You have taken account of my wanderings; Put my tears in Your bottle. Are they not in Your book?”


(3)  Ps 69:28, “May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.”


(4)  Ps 139:16, “Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them.”


(5)  Isa 4:3, “It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem.”


(6)  Dan 12:1, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”


(7)  Mal 3:16, “Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name.”


(8)  Phil 4:3, “Yes, I am asking even you, reliable co-worker [Luke], please help these women, who fought at my side in [spreading] the gospel, with both Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”


(9)  Rev 3:5, “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”


(10)  Rev 13:8, “In fact, all those who live on the earth will worship him, [everyone] whose name has not been written in the slaughtered Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the world.”


(11)  Rev 17:8, “The beast [the Revived Roman Empire] which you saw was and is not and is about to come up from the Abyss and will go to destruction.  In fact, the inhabitants on the earth, whose name has not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, will marvel, when they see the beast that was and is not and will come.”


(12)  Rev 20:15, “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”


(13)  Rev 21:27, “and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”


(14)  Lk 10:20, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”

e.  The book of life is basically a registry containing the names of every member of the human race in time.  In eternity it is the registry of all believers.  When a person dies as an unbeliever, his name is removed from the book of life.  Therefore, in eternity only the names of believers are in the book of life.  In eternity, this book also contains the new title of royalty for each mature believer.

4.  “And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.”

a.  The next thing John sees is the judgment of the unbeliever.


(1)  The “dead” refers to those members of the human race who are spiritually dead.  It does not refer to those who are physically dead, because all members of the human race have now been raised from physical death and are alive so that they may either (a) live with God forever or (b) suffer the second death.  Therefore, these “dead” are very much physically alive, but very much spiritually dead.  Therefore, they are called ‘the dead’.


(2)  Those who are spiritually dead are the unbelievers of human history.  They died spiritually the moment of their physical birth by the imputation of Adam’s original sin to their genetically formed sin nature.  This imputation of Adam’s original sin was never replaced by the imputation of divine righteousness to the human soul.  They also do not have the divinely created human spirit with the imputation of eternal life.  They have no creation of a human spirit because they are not born again.  The new birth is the creation of the human spirit and God’s imputation of eternal life to that human spirit at the moment a person puts their faith, trust, or confidence in Christ for eternal salvation.


b.  These spiritually dead unbelievers are then judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books.  Note the plural—the book of works, deeds, actions, accomplishments.

c.  The spiritually dead are judged on the basis of and according to their spiritually dead works.


d.  Because their deeds and accomplishments are from the source of spiritual death, their deeds are evil and have no credit with God.


e.  Because the believer has placed their trust in Christ for eternal salvation, they have performed the one good deed that God the Holy Spirit can make effective for salvation.


f.  Therefore, there is no condemnation, and therefore, no judgment to those who are in Christ Jesus, Rom 8:1.


g.  “The standard of judgment is God’s impartial righteousness according to men’s works.”



(1)  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”


(2)  Rom 2:6, “who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.”


(3)  2 Tim 4:14, “Alexander, the metalworker, did many evil things to me; the Lord shall pay back to him according to his deeds.”


(4)  1 Pet 1:17, “And so if you call upon the One who judges impartially according to the action of each man and you do, live in the sphere of respect during the time of your stay in a foreign country.”

h.  There can be no avoiding this coming judgment (Heb 9:27, “Furthermore just as it is certain for men to die once, and after this [there is] judgment,”); it is certain (Rom 2:3, “Moreover do you presume this, O mankind, when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and yet you keep on doing the same things that you will escape the judicial verdict from God?” Heb 10:26-27, “For if we keep on sinning deliberately after having received the full-knowledge of the truth, a sacrifice for sins no longer remains [can be made], but a certain fearful expectation of judgment and fire, zealous to consume in the future the adversaries”).  Nowhere is this fact more clearly asserted than in the teaching of the parables of Jesus (Mt 13:24–30, 36–43, 47–50; 21:33–41; 22:1–14; 25:1–13, 31–46.”


i.  Some principles concerning the last judgment.



(1)  The last judgment is predicted in the Old Testament.




(a)  1 Chr 16:33, “Then the trees of the forest will sing for joy before the Lord; For He is coming to judge the earth.”



(b)  Ps 96:13, “Before the Lord, for He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in His faithfulness.”



(c)  Eccl 3:17, “I said to myself, ‘God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked man,’ for a time for every matter and for every deed is there.”


(2)  Eternal judgment is a basic principle of doctrine, Heb 6:2, “of the teaching about identifications and of the laying on of hands, and of the resurrection of the dead and of the eternal judgment.”


(3)  There is a day appointed for the last judgment.




(a)  Acts 17:31, “because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”



(b)  Rom 2:16, “on the day in which God will judge the secrets of those men according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”


(4)  The last judgment goes by various names or titles.




(a)  Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath; that is, [the day] of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God;”  Rev 6:17, “because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’”



(b)  2 Pet 3:7, “But the present heavens and the earth by means of that same command are being reserved for fire, being preserved for the day of judgment and destruction of godless men.”



(c)  Job 21:30, “For the wicked is reserved for the day of calamity; They will be led forth at the day of fury.”



(d)  Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day,”


(5)  The last judgment will include all nations (Mt 25:32), all men (Heb 9:27; 12:23), the living and the dead (1 Pet 4:5).



(6)  Will a judgment of all actions (Eccl 11:9; 12:14), words (Mt 12:36f; Jude 15), and thoughts (1 Cor 4:5).



(7)  A person is judged on the basis of what he thinks about the message of the gospel, Jn 12:48, “He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”
5.  “The question of what happens to the just persons [believers born during the Millennium] who are alive at the end of the Millennium does not come in the passage [or anywhere else in Scripture].  The assumption must be that God will give them new bodies that suit them for conditions of immortality in the new heaven and new earth.”
  In other words, the millennial believers receive their resurrection bodies in the exact same manner as Church Age believers who are alive at the resurrection of the Church—in an instant.
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