Rev 2:7
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 is the nominative masculine singular subject from the articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to hear: The haver, The one who has, or He who has.”


The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present state from the root meaning of the verb ‘to have’, which in itself produces the perfective idea of existing results.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having a spiritual ear, that is, the spiritual ability to hear because of the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


The participle is ascriptive, being substantivized by the article, and functioning as the subject of this sentence.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the noun OUS, which means “a mental and spiritual understanding, ear, hearing, transference from hearing as sense perception, e.g., be hard of hearing=comprehend slowly (or, rather, not at all) Mt 13:15; Acts 28:27; ‘receive the following words into your ears, i.e. take them to heart’ Lk 9:44; ‘ears that do not hear’ Rom 11:8.”
  Therefore, I am going to translate it “the faculty of spiritual hearing” to distinguish it from the empirical function of the sensory organ.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: must hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of learning doctrine in its entirety as a snapshot.


The active voice indicates that the positive believers must produce the action of using their faculty of spiritual hearing to listen to the teaching of God the Holy Spirit in the perception of doctrine.


The imperative mood is a command, and in the third person singular is better translated “must hear” rather than “Let he who has an ear hear” which sounds like permission rather than command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative/relative pronoun TIS, which means “what or that which.”  This is followed by the nominative neuter singular subject from the article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of speaking to the churches in His teaching ministry through the function of the spiritual gift of the pastor-teacher.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “to the churches.”

“He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb NIKAW, which means “to win in the face of obstacles, be victor, conquer, overcome, prevail, Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7; 5:5; 6:2.”
  It can be translated “To the winner.”  The article substantivizes the participle, making is function as a noun, therefore, the verbal morphology is not critical.  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give; to grant by formal action, grant, allow, grant someone the power or authority, give someone the right, etc. Mt 4:9; 9:8; 13:11; 19:11; 28:18; 2 Cor 13:10; Rev 9:3, 5; 19:8; Lk 9:1; 10:19; Jn 5:26; 19:11; Acts 2:27; 4:29; 13:25.”
  To give or grant someone to do something is to authorize them to do something.


The future tense is predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ will produce that action of giving this eternal reward to the winner believer at the judgment seat or evaluation throne of Christ.  Jesus Christ is still producing the action of telling John what to write.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of Jesus Christ to the winner believer.

This is followed by the appositional dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “to him” and referring to the winner or mature or pleroma believer.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the winner believer will produce the action of eating from the tree of life.


The infinitive is an infinitive of direct object, in which the infinitive clause functions as the direct object of the verb ‘I will give’.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular article and noun XULON, which means “from the tree.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the article and noun ZWĒ, which means “of life.”  The Tree of Life is a proper noun and should be capitalized.  This could also be a possessive genitive, meaning “the tree possessing life.”

“To the winner I will authorize him to eat [give him the privilege of eating] from the Tree of Life,”

 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to neuter singular noun XULON = tree.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is an aoristic or static present for a present fact, which is now true and will always be true.


The active voice indicates that the Tree of Life produces the action of being where it is.


The indicative mood is declarative.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun PARADEISOS, which means “a garden, park, a transcendent place of blessedness, transliterated as paradise Lk 23:43, ‘this day you shall be with me in Paradise’; 2 Cor 12:4, ‘be caught up into Paradise’.”
  Finally, with this we have the possessive genitive masculine singular from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“which is in the paradise of God.’”

Rev 2:7 corrected translation
“He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To the winner I will authorize him to eat [give him the privilege of eating] from the Tree of Life, which is in the paradise of God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

a.  Our Lord now makes a direct statement to all believers of the Church.  All of us must hear what the Spirit is teaching to the churches.



(1)  The emphasis here is on positive volition—we must hear, we must listen, we must understand, and we must believe.



(2)  There is also an emphasis on the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, which is His mentorship to Church Age believers as our mentor (Paracletos).



(3)  There is also an important use of the plural word ‘churches’ here, which indicates that this message for the Ephesian church was also applicable to all the other churches, not only in western Asia, but also in Rome, Antioch, Alexandria Egypt, Greece, etc.



(4)  All believers have the faculty of spiritual hearing in the Church Age—the faculty of hearing and understanding the word of God is the human spirit, to which the Holy Spirit communicates.



(5)  Therefore, this statement is saying that every Church Age believer who has a human spirit must hear or listen to what the Holy Spirit is teaching by way of Bible doctrine to all of these churches and apply it to themselves.


b.  This statement will be repeated in Rev 2:11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22.  Our Lord used a similar statement in His teaching, Mt 11:15, “He who has ears to hear must hear.” Compare Mk 4:9; Lk 14:35.


c.  The ears of the negative believer and unbeliever are described in:



(1)  Jer 6:10, “To whom shall I speak and give warning that they may hear?  Behold, their ears are closed and they cannot listen.  Behold, the word of the Lord has become a reproach to them; they have no delight in it.”



(2)  Mt 13:14-17, “In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes, otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them.’  But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

2.  “To the winner I will authorize him to eat [give him the privilege of eating] from the Tree of Life,”

a.  The winner is someone who has believed in Christ, as per:



(1)  1 Jn 5:5, “Who is the one overcoming the world, except the one who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God?”



(2)  Rev 21:7-8, “The winner () shall inherit these things, furthermore I will be his God and he will be My son.  But with reference to the cowardly, even the unbelievers, the detestable, the murderers, the fornicators, the drug abusers, the idolaters, and all the liars, their part will be in the lake which burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”


b.  The winner believer is the believer who has been positive to the teaching of the Word of God, has understood what God expected of them in the spiritual life, and has executed the will of God consistently, with faithfulness and perseverance.  We will study the winner believer below.


c.  This statement is a direct declaration by our Lord Jesus Christ of one of the eternal rewards He will personally give to the winner believer as a part of his escrow blessings for eternity.


d.  The tree of life is associated with perfect life and environment in the Garden of Eden, as well as the perpetuation of right relationship with God in the Garden, Gen 2:9, 3:22.


e.  When man sinned and was driven out of the Garden, he was cut off from the tree of life, Gen 3:24.


f.  The tree of life is not seen again by man until the eternal state, Rev 2:7, 22:2, 14.


g.  The tree of life is related to doctrine, Prov 3:18, “She [wisdom] is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all who hold her fast.”


h.  The tree of life is a metaphor for blessing and happiness in:



(1)  Prov 11:30, “The fruit of the mature believer is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.”



(2)  Prov 13:12, “Expectation deferred makes the heart sick, but desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”



(3)  Prov 15:4, “A healing tongue is a tree of life, but perversion in it is the crushing of the spirit.”


i.  The tree of life will be located forever in the New Jerusalem, Rev 22:2, “So on either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve categories of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the trees are for the healing of the nations.”


j.  Eternal happiness is associated with the tree of life, Rev 22:14, “Happy are they who wash their robes, in order that they may have their right to the tree of life and may enter into the city by the gates.”


k.  The Tree of Life is associated with our escrow blessings for eternity, Rev 22:19, “Furthermore, if anyone takes away from the doctrines of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his share from the tree of life [loss of reward] and from the holy city, which things have been written in this book.”


l.  Along with eating from the tree of life mature believers in heaven:



(1)  wear the crown of life Rev2:10;



(2)  have their names in the book of life Rev 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; 



(3)  and drink the water of life Rev 21:6; 22:1, 17.

3.  “which is in the paradise of God.’”

a.  Our Lord now tells us that God has a garden or park in heaven, which is called both “The Garden of God,” “the Paradise of God,” or simply “Paradise” or “Eden.”


b.  The word ‘paradise’ is used three times in the NT:



(1)  Our passage.



(2)  Lk 23:43, “And He [Jesus] said to him [the thief], ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.’”




(a)  The soul of this thief was with the human soul of Jesus in the compartment of Hades called ‘Abraham’s bosom’.




(b)  Abraham’s bosom is a compartment of Hades under the earth per the illustrative story of Lk 16:22-26, “Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried out and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.’  But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony.  And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’”




(c)  The fact that our Lord spent three days in Hades prior to His resurrection is clearly taught in Mt 12:40, “for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”




(d)  What our Lord was doing for three days in Hades is described in 1 Pet 3:19, “by means of Whom [God the Holy Spirit], after having traveled, He made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,” and 1 Pet 4:6, “it [Christ’s victory] was proclaimed to the dead.”



(3)  2 Cor 12:2-4, “I know a man in Christ fourteen years ago, whether in body I do not know or outside the body I do not know, such a man was snatched up to the third heaven.  Indeed I know such a man, whether in the body or separated from the body I do not know, God knows, that he was snatched up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is absolutely not permitted for a man to speak.”  Clearly Paradise is a part of the third heaven.


c.  The word paradise comes from the Persian word pardes, meaning a “pleasure-ground” or “park” or “king’s garden.”
 


d.  There are two passages that tell us that God has a garden in heaven, called “Eden.”



(1)  Ezek 28:13, “You [Satan] were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your covering...”



(2)  Ezek 31:8-9, “The cedars in God's garden could not match it; the cypresses could not compare with its boughs, and the plain trees could not match its branches.  No tree in God's garden could compare with it in its beauty.  I made it beautiful with the multitude of its branches, and all the trees of Eden, which were in the garden of God, were jealous of it.”


e.  The paradise of God is God’s garden, called ‘Eden’.


f.  The garden paradise is a special place where God holds His parties in heaven.  Only the mature or winner believers of the Church Age will have access to this garden/park as a special eternal blessing.
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