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 is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb MNEMONEUW, which means “to remember.”

The present tense is a tendential-customary present for what is not currently happening, but what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the pastor and congregation (as a collective singular) produce the action of remembering.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  This is followed by the Homeric interrogative adverb POTHEN, meaning: “from which, whence, from what place? from where? Mt 15:33; Mk 8:4; Lk 13:25, 27; Jn 3:8; 4:11; 8:14; 9:29f; 19:9; Rev 7:13; remember from what (state) you have fallen Rev 2:5.”
  This is followed by the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: you have fallen.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which looks at the present state or condition of this church as a result of a past, completed action of neglect of doctrine.


The active voice indicates that the Ephesian church has produced the action from falling from a state of extreme positive volition to God’s word to a state of neglect of His word and the execution of the two great commands for Church Age believers—unconditional personal love for God and unconditional impersonal love for all mankind.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact and reality.
“Therefore, remember from what state [strong positive volition] you have fallen”
 is the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb METANOEW, which means “to change one’s mind,”
 which does not mean to feel sorry or remorse for something (which is the word METAMELOMAI “to be very sorry, regret Mt 27:3; 2 Cor 7:8.”
) 


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of the Ephesian church in its entirety, changing its mind about the importance of doctrine and the execution of the spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that the pastor and congregation (as a collective singular) produce the action of changing their mind about the importance of doctrine and the execution of the spiritual life.


The imperative mood is a command.

“and change your mind,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first, foremost, most important, or most prominent” plus the noun ERGON, meaning “work, production, deed, action, or accomplishment.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, produce, accomplish, perform, etc.” 


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of the Ephesian church in its entirety, producing the most important accomplishment of the spiritual life—the execution of the two great commands to have the deepest personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.

The active voice indicates that the pastor and congregation (as a collective singular) must produce the action for the execution of their spiritual life.


The imperative mood is a command.
“and produce the most important accomplishment [unconditional love for God and man].”
 is the first class conditional particle EI with the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE plus the negative ME.  Together these three words literally say, “But if not” which is a nice little idiom, meaning “Otherwise” Jn 14:2, 11; Rev 2:5, 16; Mt 6:1; Lk 10:6; 13:9.”
  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a tendential-futuristic present, which presents the action as proposed in the future, but not yet taking place.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the dative of destination from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  The dative of destination “is a dative that is similar to an indirect object, except that it appears with intransitive verbs (especially ERCHOMAI).  It is the ‘﻿to’ idea when a non-transitive verb is used.  It indicates the final point of the verb, where the verb is going.  This usage is relatively infrequent, being replaced in Koine Greek with explicit prepositions.”
 

“Otherwise, I will come to you”

 is the continuative use of KAI, meaning “and” followed by the first person singular future active indicative from the verb KINEW, which means “remove Mt 23:4; Rev 2:5.”


The future tense is a predicative future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun LUCHNIA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your lampstand” and referring to the Ephesian church.  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular article and noun TOPOS with the possessive genitive third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its place.”  Then we have the third class conditional particle EAN with the negative ME, meaning “if not.”  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb METANOEW, which means “to change one’s mind.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.

The active voice indicates that the Ephesian church is expected to produce the action of changing its mind and will suffer divine discipline if it does not.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used with the third class conditional particle to form the protasis of a conditional sentence.
“and I will remove your lampstand from its place, if you do not change your mind.”

Rev 2:5 corrected translation
“Therefore, remember from what state [strong positive volition] you have fallen and change your mind, and produce the most important accomplishment [unconditional love for God and man].  Otherwise, I will come to you and I will remove your lampstand from its place, if you do not change your mind.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, remember from what state [strong positive volition] you have fallen and change your mind,”

a.  Based upon the fact that the Ephesian church has neglected its most important love the Lord now gives a series of commands to correct that situation.

b.  The first and most important command given is for the pastor and members of this church to remember the previous state of mind they had.

c.  The original state of mind of the Ephesian church was one of strong positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God, and therefore, fantastic love for God and other believers.


d.  This can easily be proven by the contents of the letter to the Ephesians from Paul, which is by far the greatest doctrinal statement in the New Testament.


e.  The state of mind of the Ephesian church had always been the strongest positive volition to the will and word of God.


f.  But now in the second generation these believers have lost that initial strong positive volition to produce love for God and fellow-believers.


g.  These believers have been fantastic in the past, but they have fallen from that state of strong positive volition and execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age.

h.  The fact that all mankind as unbelievers have short of the glory of God is stated in Rom 3:23, “Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God,”


i.  The fact that believers can fall short of the grace of God in the spiritual life is stated in Heb 6:4-6, “For it is impossible to restore again to a change of mind those who have once been enlightened, and have partaken of the heavenly gift, and have become partners with the Holy Spirit, and have partaken of the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and have fallen away, while they for their own benefit are crucifying again, that is, making a public disgrace of the Son of God.”

j.  The solution to the mental problem of the church of Ephesus is a change of mind.  Remembering is the basis for this change of mind.  They must remember the importance of doctrine, especially personal love for God and change their mind about what is important in life.  These believers need to change their mind about several things:



(1)  Their personal love for God and occupation with Christ.



(2)  Their willingness to execution the will of God and live the spiritual life God the Holy Spirit has provided for them.


(3)  Their willingness to use the problem solving devices of the spiritual life, especially unconditional love for all.


k.  The need for Christians to change their mind is mentioned in other NT passages.



(1)  2 Cor 7:9-10, “I am happy now, not because you were irritated, offended, and insulted, but because you were offended resulting in a change of mind.  For you were offended [grieved, insulted] as God would have it, in order that in no way might you be offended [grieved, insulted, irritated] by us.  For the as God would have it grief accomplishes the without regret change of mind resulting in deliverance.  But the grief of the cosmic system produces death.”



(2)  2 Cor 12:21, “Let not my God humiliate me again before you, when I come; and yet I will mourn over many of those who have previously sinned and have not changed their mind because of their immorality both the unlawful sexual intercourse and the licentiousness which they have practiced.”



(3)  Jam 5:19-20, “My brethren, if anyone among you should go astray from the truth and someone should bring him back, he must understand that he who brings back a sinner from the error [delusion, deception] of his way of life will deliver his life from death and will bury a multitude of sins.”



(4)  Rev 2:15-16, “So also, in the same manner you have believers who adhere to [hold to] the doctrine of the Niclolaitans. Therefore, change your mind, otherwise I will soon visit you [with divine discipline], in fact I will make war against them [believers in cosmic system] with the broadsword of My mouth.”



(5)  Rev 3:3, “Therefore, recall to mind what you have received [doctrine] and heard [perception of doctrine] and guard it [by living the spiritual life] and change your mind [positive volition].  If, therefore, you are not alert, I will come [to punish you] like a thief [both suddenly and violently], in fact, you will definitely not know at what point of time I will come to you [for administration of divine discipline].”



(6)  Rev 3:19, “Those whom I love, I reprimand [warning discipline] and punish [intensive discipline]; be zealous therefore, and change your mind.”


l.  These believers had already learned doctrine, but had become complacent in learning and especially in applying doctrine in the execution of their spiritual life.  Therefore, they needed to remember the importance of learning and applying the word of God in their spiritual life.
2.  “and produce the most important accomplishment [unconditional love for God and man].”

a.  The result of changing their mind about the importance of learning and applying doctrine will be to produce the most important accomplishment of the spiritual life.

b.  The most important accomplishment any of us will ever produce is to love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our might.

c.  Personal love for God is the most important accomplishment in the spiritual life, because it is the greatest testimony against Satan in his appeal of his sentence to the lake of fire.  (Satan’s appeal is that God cannot be a God of love and sentence His creatures to a lake of fire forever.  Therefore, God created mankind and provided eternal salvation (for anyone who trusts Him to provide that salvation) to prove He is a God of love.  The believer who loves God also testifies against Satan that God is a God of love.

d.  Along with personal love for God (which is unconditional, because we place no conditions on our love for God) the positive believer proves this love for God by his or her unconditional love for others.

e.  The production of the most important accomplishment in the spiritual life is taught in:



(1)  Mt 22:37, “And He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”’”  Compare Mk 12:30; Lk 10:27, “And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’”


(2)  1 Jn 2:5, “but whoever continues to keep His Word, truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.  By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him [occupation with Christ].”



(3)  1 Jn 4:12, “No one has ever seen God.  If we unconditionally love each other, God resides in us and His unconditional love has been accomplished in us.”



(4)  1 Jn 4:16-17, “Furthermore, we have come to know and have believed in the unconditional love, which God keeps having in connection with us.  God is unconditional love, and the one who resides in the sphere of His unconditional love remains in intimate association with God, and God [Holy Spirit] continues to reside in him.  By this [residing in His love] unconditional love has been brought to completion by us, in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as He has been [Incarnate Christ in the spiritual life], so also we are in this world.”



(5)  1 Jn 4:19-21, “We love unconditionally, because He first loved us unconditionally.  If someone should allege, ‘I love God’ and yet hates his fellow-believer, he is a liar.  For he who does not unconditionally love his fellow-believer whom he has seen is not able to unconditionally love God Whom he has not seen.  Furthermore, we have this mandate from Him, namely, that he who loves God should also love his fellow-believer.”


f.  In order to produce the most important accomplishment in the spiritual life, the believer has to learn and apply Bible doctrine, especially the Church Age doctrines taught in the epistles of John.
3.  “Otherwise, I will come to you”

a.  The Lord now states the alternative to executing His will, plan, and purpose for the life of every believer.

b.  The alternative is divine discipline individually to the believer and the removal of the local church collectively.

c.  The fact that coming to these believers refers to divine discipline can be seen in Rev 2:16, “otherwise I will soon visit you, in fact I will make war against them with the broadsword of My mouth.”
4.  “and I will remove your lampstand from its place, if you do not change your mind.”

a.  The actual divine discipline is now stated.

b.  Remember that the lampstand refers to the local church in Ephesus as per Rev 1:20.  The removal of the lampstand is therefore the removal of the local church.

c.  This discipline was first administered in 262 A.D. when the Goths sacked the city of Ephesus and the church declined dramatically after the Third General Council of the Church in Ephesus in 431 A.D.  The church ceased to have any influence during the 5th century A.D and all its citizens were deported by the Turks in the 14th century.  But for the next century and a half the Ephesian church was the central of positive volition in the Roman Empire.

d.  This discipline depends on the mental attitude of these believers.  Their positive volition will result in blessing and perpetuation of the church.  Their negative volition will result in the discipline of individual believers and permanent removal of the church.

e.  Believers individually and collectively have a choice in the spiritual life to learn and execute the will of God or not.  Positive volition results in blessing; negative volition results in discipline.  We have no one to blame but ourselves for being disciplined by the Lord, and we have no one but God to thank for the privilege and honor of producing the most important accomplishment of the spiritual life.
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