Rev 2:4



 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “I have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “against you” (also found in Rev 2:14, 20; Jn 18:29) and referring to the pastor of the Ephesian church and by extension to those he represents.  Literally this says “But I have against you that…”  There is no word “[this]” in the Greek, but I add it to smooth out the way this would normally be said in English.
“But I have [this] against you”
 is the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used to introduce a clause that functions as the direct object of a transitive verb that is not a verb of perception (such as saying, hearing, seeing).
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ with the second person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “your love.”  Also with this we have the accusative feminine singular article and adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first, foremost, most important, or most prominent.”
  This adjective modifies the previous noun AGAPĒ, so that the phrase means “your most important or first love.”  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave, depart from, give up, or abandon, neglect, Rev 2:4; Rom 1:27; Heb 6:1.”
  Based upon our Lord’s previous statement of evaluation the translation neglect is probably more accurate here.  The church has not departed from doctrine or given up on doctrine, but is neglecting doctrine.
“that you have neglected your most important love.”
Rev 2:4 corrected translation
“But I have [this] against you that you have neglected your most important love.”
Explanation:
1.  “But I have [this] against you”

a.  In contrast to the compliment just given to the pastor and church of Ephesus, our Lord now states what He has against them.

b.  As our Lord, King, and High Priest the Lord is qualified to make this evaluation and pass this judgment.

c.  When the Lord has something against you, you deserve it; for God is righteous in all His judgments.



(1)  Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant right lobe [of the soul], you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God,”



(2)  2 Thes 1:5, “evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering,”



(3)  Dt 32:4, “‘The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.”



(4)  Ps 7:11, “God is a righteous judge, and a God who has indignation every day.”



(5)  Isa 45:21, “Declare and set forth your case; indeed, let them consult together.  Who has announced this from of old?  Who has long since declared it?  Is it not I, the Lord?  And there is no other God besides Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none except Me.”



(6)  Dan 9:14 “Therefore the Lord has kept the calamity in store and brought it on us; for the Lord our God is righteous with respect to all His deeds which He has done, but we have not obeyed His voice.”
2.  “that you have neglected your most important love.”

a.  The key to understanding this statement is understanding what our most important love is.


(1)  Our most important love is the Lord Jesus Christ.  These believers have neglected Him.



(2)  How do believers neglect Jesus Christ?  They do so by not being occupied with Him, what He thinks, what He wants, and what He expects from us.



(3)  Why do believers stop being occupied with Christ?  They do so by being distracted, that is, by getting their eyes on people, things, and the circumstances of life.



(4)  Therefore, neglect of Jesus Christ is neglect of the Word of God; for learning and living the Word of God is the only thing that keeps our focus on our most important love—Jesus Christ.



(5)  The Living Word of God, Jesus Christ, cannot be separated from the written Word of God.  If you love one, you will love the other.



(6)  We cannot neglect the Word of God without neglecting the Lord Jesus Christ.



(7)  This is clearly seen in the most important commandment given to us, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might,” Dt 6:5.



(8)  Dt 10:12, “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to respect the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”



(9)  Dt 11:1, “You shall therefore love the Lord your God, and always keep His charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and His commandments.”  Notice that obedience to God is the manifestation of love for God.  This command cannot be executed without learning His charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and His commandments.


(10)  Dt 13:3, “You shall not listen to the words of that [false] prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”  Notice that loving God is related to listening to the true prophet and teacher of God’s word.


(11)  Josh 22:5, 11, “Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God and walk in all His ways and keep His commandments and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.  …So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the Lord your God.”



(12)  Rom 5:5, “And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our right lobes through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”



(13)  1 Jn 2:5, “but whoever continues to keep His Word, truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.  By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him [occupation with Christ].”

b.  Ps 106:12-13, talking about the Exodus generation of believers, expresses the thought here, “Then they believed His words; they sang His praise.  They quickly forgot His works; they did not wait for His counsel.”

c.  Negative volition to the teaching of the Word of God (which is negative volition to love for God) is neglecting our most important love.  This is what the Exodus generation of believers did, and this is what was occurring in the Ephesian church.


d.  The outward manifestation of this lack of love for the Living and Written Word is lack of love for one another.
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