Rev 2:20



 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “I have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the genitive of opposition from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “against you.”
“But I have against you”
 is the conjunction HOTI, used with the indicative mood in the verb to denote a direct object clause of a transitive verb that is not a verb of perception,
 making the entire clause that follows the substantival object of the main verb.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb APHIEMI, which means “to let, let go, allow, tolerate Mt 15:14; Mk 5:19; 11:6; 14:6; Lk 13:8; Acts 5:38; you tolerate the woman Jezebel Rev 2:20.”


The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the church of Thyatira is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact of what is happening.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and the noun GUNE, meaning “that woman.”  This is followed by the accusative in simple apposition from the feminine singular proper noun IEZABEL, transliterated as “Jezebel.”  This is probably not the woman’s actual name,
 but a descriptive title of her activities, in order to associate what kind of person she is with the woman mentioned in the Old Testament.
“that you tolerate that woman Jezebel,”
 is the nominative of apposition or epexegetical nominative from the feminine singular articular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to call.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or simply “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that this woman produces the action of calling herself something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the double accusative of person and thing.  The accusative of person is the third person feminine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “herself,” while the accusative of the thing is the feminine singular noun PROPHETIS, meaning “a prophetess.”
“who calls herself a prophetess,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet, however, or but.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb PLANAW, meaning “to mislead, deceive someone Mt 24:4f, 11, 24; Mk 13:5f; Jn 7:12; 1 Jn 2:26; 3:7; Rev 2:20; 12:9; 13:14; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10.”
  The morphology of both verbs is the same.

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that began in the past and is continuing at the present time.


The active voice indicates that this woman continues to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what is going on.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun DOULOS with the first person masculine plural adjective EMOS, meaning “My servants” and referring to male believers in the church of Thyatira.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitives from the verb PORNEUW, which means “to commit fornication” or “to engage in illicit sexual activity” with the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”  The morphology of both verbs is the same.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety like a photograph or picture.


The active voice indicates the believers in the church of Thyatira have and are producing the action.

The infinitive is an infinitive of actual result, and should be translated “with the result that…”
Finally, we have the accusative neuter plural direct object from the adjective EIDWLOTHUTOS, which means “something offered to an idol, food sacrificed to idols, an interpolation based on Acts 15:29.  It refers to sacrificial meat, part of which was burned on the altar as the deities’ portion, part was eaten at a solemn meal in the temple, and part was sold in the market for home use.  Acts 21:25; 1 Cor 8:1, 4, 7, 10; 10:19; Rev 2:14, 20.”
 

“and yet she teaches and leads astray My servants with the result that they engage in illicit sexual activities and eat things sacrificed to idols.”

Rev 2:20 corrected translation
“But I have against you that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and yet she teaches and leads astray My servants with the result that they engage in illicit sexual activities and eat things sacrificed to idols.”
Explanation:
1.  “But I have against you”

a.  The Lord now contrasts the good things the church of Thyatira has done with the one thing that the Lord will not tolerate.

b.  The fact that the Lord has something against them is a subtle way of indicating that these believers were in a state of sinfulness that the Lord would not permit.

c.  The Lord will not tolerate the toleration of evil.  The church may tolerate evil, but it does so to its own detriment.

d.  The main point of this verse is that our Lord does not tolerate evil and sinfulness in us for any reason at any time.  Our Lord is a God of righteousness, and we have no business compromising with sin, evil, or those that do.

2.  “that you tolerate that woman Jezebel,”

a.  The Lord now makes His main point.  The church in Thyatira tolerated an evil person, who put herself in a position of leadership in the church.  Her sinfulness and evil is represented by the Old Testament illustration of Jezebel.  The dangers to this church were not external but internal.  The Ephesians hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans, yet the Thyatirans permitted them to remain in their midst.


b.  This woman “was fulfilling the role of the historic Jezebel in the Old Testament (1 Kg 16-2 Kg 9).  She was the wife of Ahab, the king of Israel, and daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians.  She was one of the most evil characters of the Old Testament, who attempted to combine the worship of Israel with the worship of the idol Baal.  She did what she could to stamp out all true worship of the Lord and influenced her weak husband to the extent that it is recorded in 1 Kg 16:33, “And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.  She had also killed practically all the prophets of the Lord and did what she could to kill the prophet Elijah (1 Kg 19:2).  She is therefore the epitome of subtle corruption and a symbol of immorality and idolatry.”


c.  Believers are not to tolerate gross sinfulness and evil in their midst.  This principle was clearly illustrated in the New Testament by Paul’s teaching in 1 Cor 5:1-7, 9-11, 13, “It is actually reported [that there is] sexual evil among you.  In fact, it is sexual evil of such a kind, which is not even done among the Gentiles, so that a certain person is having sexual relations with his father’s wife.  Indeed you are conceited.  And yet, should you not mourn instead, that the one committing this deed might be removed from your midst?  For I, on the one hand, although absent physically, but present spiritually, I have already judged, condemned, and handed over for judicial punishment as if I were present this one who in this manner committed this.  When you and my spirit are assembled together in the name of our Lord Jesus together with the power of our Lord Jesus, deliver over such a person to Satan for the purpose of the destruction of the flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.  Your boasting [reason for pride] is not intrinsically good [honorable].  You do not realize that a little bit of yeast ferments the whole lump of dough.  Clean out the old lump of dough, in order that you might be a new lump of dough, since you are made without yeast.  For indeed our Passover was sacrificed—Christ.  …I wrote to you for your benefit in my letter, ‘Stop associating with the person who practices sexual immorality.’  By no means [did I mean] with the sexually immoral people of this world or with covetous people and the criminally greedy or idolaters, for otherwise, you see, you would be obligated to go out of the world.  But as a matter of fact I wrote to you to not associate with [anyone], if any so-called brother should be one who practices sexual degeneracy or someone who is covetous or an idolater or someone who reviles others or a drunkard or someone who is criminally greedy, not even to eat with such a person.  …But God will judge those outside.   Remove the degenerate believer from you yourselves.”  This principle should have been applied in the case of this woman in Thyatira.

d.  This woman was not the pastor of the church (for this letter is written to the pastor of the church to stop tolerating her) nor is she the wife of the pastor (which some scholars suggest based on the erroneous insertion of SU [‘your wife’] into the text.  Instead, “Jezebel is probably some prominent woman within the church who, like her OT counterpart, was influencing the people of God to forsake loyalty to God by promoting a tolerance toward and involvement in pagan practices.”


e.  The church of Pergamum ‘had’ false teachers among them, but the church of Thyatira ‘tolerated’ a false teacher who was active in her teaching.  “The situation was worse in Thyatira than in Pergamum, because here the heresy was not only propagated in the church, but it was also widely known to be so in churches in other cities (verse 23) and was an error of long standing as indicated by the ‘children of Jezebel’ (verse 23).”

3.  “who calls herself a prophetess,”

a.  This woman claimed to have the spiritual gift of being a prophetess.  It was certainly possible for women to have this spiritual gift as mentioned in Acts 21:8-9, “On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entering the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, we stayed with him.  Now this man had four virgin daughters who were prophetesses.”

b.  1 Cor 11:5, “But every woman, who prays or prophesies” indicates that women could prophesy, but it does not mean that this woman necessarily had the spiritual gift of prophecy.

c.  The spiritual gift of prophecy was a temporary spiritual gift for the purpose of teaching and equipping believers for spiritual growth, Eph 4:11-12, where it is listed with the other temporary and permanent communication spiritual gifts, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ.”

d.  The purpose of the spiritual gift was to teach eschatological doctrine to the Church prior to the completion of the Canon of Scripture, 1 Cor 14:6, “And now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what benefit will I be to you unless I speak to you either in revelation or in knowledge or in prophecy or in teaching?”


e.  The real prophet to the Church was John, who was writing the real prophecy that the Lord wanted taught, not this woman, Rev 22:7, “And behold, I am coming quickly.  Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.”

f.  This woman was clearly violating the principle of Scripture taught by Paul in 1 Tim 2:12, “Moreover I do not permit a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over a man but to be in silence.”


g.  The spiritual gift of prophecy may have still been operational at this time, but it was about to end, the apostle John being the last person with this spiritual gift, 1 Cor 13:8, “Unconditional love never becomes invalid.  But if prophecies, they will cease.  If the spiritual gift of speaking in foreign languages, they will stop.  If the spiritual gift of knowledge, it will cease.”

h.  This woman claimed to be a prophetess, but that did not make her one.  She can call herself anything she wants, but that does not mean she has the spiritual gift.  She was nothing more than a false teacher, who was leading the congregation astray and they were following her.  This evil is still going on in many churches today.  Satan has not changed in methods of operation.


i.  The implication of this statement is that she claimed that her teaching was a direct message from God, but it was not.
4.  “and yet she teaches and leads astray My servants with the result that they engage in illicit sexual activities and eat things sacrificed to idols.”

a.  Our Lord continues with an exact indictment of her evil.


(1)  She is teaching believers in the local church, which again is a violation of 1 Tim 2:12, “I do not permit a woman to teach.”  This is a reference to the entire congregation and does not apply to older women teaching younger women (Tit 2:3-4) or women teaching children.



(2)  She is leading astray other believers with false doctrine.  False teachers lead others astray according to 2 Pet 2:12-17, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.  They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  [They are] stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you, having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.  Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness, but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing; the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man, restrained the insanity of the prophet.  These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”


(3)  Her false teaching included the idea that believers “need not fear pagan immorality and sacrificial practices, because men and women in whom the Spirit dwells know that the flesh cannot defile the spirit.”


b.  The warning of 2 Cor 11:3-4 is being fulfilled in the case of Jezebel and the church of Thyatira, “However I am afraid that perhaps, as the serpent deceived Eve with his crafty dishonesty, your minds might be led astray from the sincere devotion and purity, which [exists] because of Christ.  For if indeed the serpent comes proclaiming another Jesus whom we have not proclaimed, and he will, whether you receive a different kind of spirit which you have not received [from God], or a different kind of gospel which you have not accepted, are you doing the right thing?”

c.  The content of this woman’s false teaching is to engage in illicit sexual activity (which is primarily fornication and/or adultery with the temple prostitutes of paganism) and eating meat sacrificed to idols (which refers to entering into the social life of paganism as a compromise of with evil).  “In a city whose economic life was dominated by trade guilds in which pagan religious practices had become the criteria for membership, Christian converts would be faced with the problem of compromising their stand at least enough to allow participation in a common meal dedicated to some pagan deity.  To reject this accommodation could mean social isolation and economic hardship.  With her Nicolaitan orientation the prophetess could suggest that since ‘an idol is nothing at all’ (1 Cor 8:4), believers need not undergo the privation that would follow from an unwillingness to go along with the simple requirements of the trade guild.”


d.  We are not to compromise with the sinfulness or evil of the cosmic system of Satan, which are the ‘normal’ practices of any given society.  Society says, ‘its ok to cheat a little on your taxes, everyone does it’ or ‘everyone needs a little extra sex on the side’ or ‘its ok for you to get drunk with us, we have a designated driver’.  Friends, relatives, co-workers, others will always encourage you to join them in their sinfulness and evil.  They need to justify and excuse their wrongdoing by saying that they are only doing what everyone else is doing.

e.  This was Jezebel’s main point.  She taught that everyone in their society was involved in the religious and social life of paganism, and we (Christians) have to join them in order to evangelize them and get along with them in this world.  We have to do no such thing.  We have to separate ourselves from the sinfulness and evil of this world.  2 Cor 6:14-17, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?  And what [is] the agreement of Christ with Beliar, or what [is] the portion for the believer with the unbeliever?  And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’  ‘Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and stop touching what is unclean’, and I will welcome you.”

f.  Remember that this church was praised for its unconditional love of the brethren, which includes toleration of the sinfulness of other believers, while they are permitted to grow up spiritually.  However, this woman had received enough time to grow up spiritually and had not done so, and this sinfulness and evil was far beyond the limits of the toleration of unconditional love.


g.  There is a limit to the toleration of unconditional love and that limit is the toleration of false doctrine and compromise with the evil and sinfulness of the cosmic system.
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