Rev 2:19



 is the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: I know.”

The perfect tense is used as a present tense, and describes a state or condition that began in the past and continues right now.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action of knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “works, actions, deeds, accomplishments, etc.”

“I know your accomplishments,”
 is the explicative use of the conjunction KAI, i.e., a word or clause is connected by means of KAI with another word or clause for the purpose of explaining what goes before it, and can be translated: and so, that is, or namely.”
  The repeated KAI after this initial KAI are connective in nature, functioning much like our comma.  All of the nouns that follow are accusative direct objects in the feminine singular with the article.  AGAPĒ means “unconditional love.”  “It is interesting that the only two occurrences of AGAPĒ in the whole book are in 2:4 and 19, the contrast between Ephesus and Thyatira is emphatic.”
  PISTIS means “faith” in its active sense of believing.  DIAKONIA means “service” (BDAG, p. 230) and service refers to an active life of ministry to others.
  HUPOMONĒ means “patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance Lk 21:19; Rom 5:3-4; 15:4-5; 2 Cor 6:4; 1 Thes 1:3; 2 Thes 1:4; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 3:10; Tit 2:2; Heb 10:36; Jam 1:3f; 2 Pet 1:6; Rev 2:2-3, 19.”
  Here the emphasis is on perseverance and endurance rather than patience.  HUPOMONĒ refers “to an active perseverance in the midst of pressure and hard times.”
  Modifying all these direct objects is the second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  “Four ‘works’ are spelled out, linked together by a single  at the end of the four to show that together they constitute the ‘works’.”

“namely, your unconditional love and faith and service and perseverance;”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact; indeed; or certainly.”  Then we have the nominative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “works, actions, deeds, accomplishments, etc.” plus second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  With this we have the nominative neuter plural article and adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “last.”  This is followed by the predicate accusative neuter plural from the comparative adjective POLUS, meaning “greater” as explained by BDAG as “The reference is to relative extent in this phrase, meaning: your deeds, the latter of which are greater than the former Rev 2:19.”
  Finally, we have the ablative of comparison from the neuter plural article and ordinal adjective PRWTOS, literally meaning “than the first” and can refer to time, meaning “than the earlier ones” and referring to the works, deeds, or accomplishments at the beginning of one’s spiritual life.  There is no verb here and EIMI must be inserted based upon the nominative subject and predicate nominative.
“in fact your last accomplishments [are] greater than the earlier ones.”
Rev 2:19 corrected translation
“I know your accomplishments, namely, your unconditional love and faith and service and perseverance; in fact your last accomplishments [are] greater than the earlier ones.”
Explanation:
1.  “I know your accomplishments,”

a.  The Lord first commends this church, as He does in each of these letters.

b.  His commendation emphasizes the accomplishments, right actions, good deeds, Christian works of the believers of this church as delineated in the next statement.

c.  Obviously Christ has always known these things from His eternal omniscience, but He emphasizes the fact that He is aware right now of what is going on in the life of this church.  The pertinent application is that He knows what is going on at any given time in the life of each and every church as well as the life of the individual believers of that church.


d.  God knows exactly what we do right, what we do well, what we do to accomplish His will, plan, and purpose for our lives.


e.  The Lord has always known, knows now, and will always know what we accomplish in our spiritual life.  That is why we don’t need to worry about recognition from the Lord.  It will come at exactly the right time.


f.  The Lord does not neglect us and does not disregard what we do for Him in the Christian life.

g.  We have a similar concept stated in Heb 6:10, “For God [is] not unjust to care nothing about your work, that is, the unconditional love which you have shown toward His person, by having rendered assistance to the saints and by continuing to render assistance.”
2.  “namely, your unconditional love and faith and service and perseverance;”

a.  The Lord now quantifies our accomplishments that He knows.

b.  He knows about our unconditional love toward God and toward others.

c.  He knows about our faith, trust, and confidence in Him, His plan, His will, His purposes, and His word.


d.  He knows about our service and help of others.


e.  He knows about our perseverance in obeying His will in spite of all the temptations, distractions, sins and failures in our life.


f.  These four categories indicate four major areas in the Christian life for which a believer is rewarded by the Lord.



(1)  We are certainly rewarded for our unconditional personal love for God, which is demonstrated by our obedience to His will.  We are also rewarded for imitating our Lord in unconditional impersonal love toward others.



(2)  We are rewarded for our use of the faith-rest drill in proving our confidence in God and His word.  We are rewarded for our confidence in Him with eternal life and a resurrection body and the other thirty-eight things we receive at salvation.  But we are also rewarded both in time and eternity for our confidence and faith in His will, plan, and purpose for us each day.



(3)  We are rewarded for our service to God, that is, the function of our spiritual gift, and service to others in whatever help we can provide to them.



(4)  We are rewarded for perseverance in the execution of the spiritual life, obeying the will of God, continuing to live the Christian life in spite of ridicule, persecution, and pressures from the cosmic system and the spiritual forces of darkness.


g.  These four virtues of the spiritual life (unconditional love, faith, service, and perseverance) are given in the order of their importance.  1 Cor 13:13 establishes the importance of unconditional love over faith, “But actually these three continue: faith, confidence, unconditional love.  But unconditional love is the greatest of these.”

h.  Faith in God is converted into confidence in God by means of perseverance in our unconditional love for God, Rom 5:3-5, “And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.  And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.  And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our right lobes through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”  Love motivates perseverance in suffering, which produces approved integrity, which brings about absolute confidence.  Compare Rom 15:4, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”


i.  These believers had begun well in the spiritual life, loving God and mankind unconditionally, having faith in the will, plan, and purpose of God for their lives and exercising that faith through service to others and endurance in running the race of the spiritual life.


j.  “Thyatira is distinguished among all seven churches as being the only one commended for both love and service.”

3.  “in fact your last accomplishments [are] greater than the earlier ones.”

a.  Our Lord then emphasizes another fact in commendation of these believers—what they have been doing 

b.  The last accomplishments refer to the execution of the four virtues of the spiritual life just mentioned.  These believers have been doing these things quite well, far better than they did them when they first became believers.

c.  The phrase “than the first” refers to the beginning of these believers spiritual lives rather than to a previous generation of believers.
  This shows that these believers had been growing up spiritually.  They had been learning doctrine and applying it in their spiritual life.  However all was not well.
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