Rev 19:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “a voice.”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “from the throne.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come out; to come/go forth; to come.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the voice from the throne produced the action of coming forth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the explanatory nominative from the feminine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the voice produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And then a voice came from the throne saying,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb AINEW, which means “to praise; to give praise to” (BDAG, p. 27).

The present tense is an iterative present, which regards the action as being performed at periodic intervals.


The active voice indicates that all creatures (elect angels and believers) are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our God.”
“‘Give praise to our God,”
 is the appositional nominative subject, used as a vocative from the masculine plural adjective PAS with the article and noun DOULOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “all His servants.”  Then we have the explanatory/epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine second person plural articular present passive participle of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to fear or respect.”  Here it refers to believers; that is, those who respect God by believing in Christ.

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (believers) receives the action of respecting God.


The participle is substantivized by the article, but circumstantial in its verbal aspect.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the appositional nominative used as a vocative from the masculine plural article and adjective MIKROS, meaning “the small” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the masculine plural article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the great.”
“all His servants, you who respect Him, the small and the great.’”
Rev 19:5 corrected translation
“And then a voice came from the throne saying, ‘Give praise to our God, all His servants, you who respect Him, the small and the great.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then a voice came from the throne saying,”

a.  The next thing that occurs is John hearing a voice speaking from the throne of God.  This verse does not state directly who is speaking, but we can deduce from what is said by the speaker that it is probably an angel speaking.

b.  Because the voice says “our God,” it is more likely that this would be a creature speaking (either angelic or human) rather than a member of the Trinity such as the Lord Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit demanding praise of God the Father.  “It is not the voice of God or of the Lamb, because of the first person pronoun HEMWN (‘our’) in the expression ‘our God’.  The Lamb’s way of speaking of God is ‘my God’, Rev 3:2.”


c.  In addition, since the call seems to be made to all God’s servants small and great, this seems to be the voice of an archangel, speaking to all human believers.  Angels certainly cannot be excluded, since an angel says to John that he is a fellow-servant of believers in Rev 22:9.


d.  Since the four living beings are the highest ranking angels, then it would be appropriate for one of them to declare this call to worship to the rest of the creatures in heaven, both angelic and human.


e.  Compare Rev 21:3-5 where verse 3 says, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, …’ and then verse 5 says, “And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’”  Clearly there is a distinction here between ‘a voice from the throne’ and God Himself speaking.  The voice from the throne appears to be an angel making a declaration about God.  We probably have the same thing here in our verse.

2.  “‘Give praise to our God,”

a.  The command is now given as a call to worship.  The command is to praise God.  The speaker identifies himself as someone who believes, trusts, and has confidence in God.  God is “his” God.  Therefore, the speaker is definitely not a fallen angel or unbeliever.

b.  Regarding praise to God:


(1)  God is worthy to be praised, 2 Sam 22:4, “I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised.”


(2)  Christ is worthy of praise, Rev 5:12, “The Lamb who has been slaughtered is worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.”


(3)  Ps 22:23, “You who fear the Lord, praise Him; all you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israel.”


(4)  Ps 148:13, “Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted; His glory is above earth and heaven.”


(5)  1 Chr 16:25, “For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He also is to be feared above all gods.”


(6)  Ps 145:3, “Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised, and His greatness is unsearchable.”


(7)  Ps 21:13, “Be exalted, O Lord, in Your strength; we will sing and praise Your power.”


(8)  Ps 89:5, “The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.”


(9)  Ps 150:1-2, 6, “Praise the Lord!  Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty expanse.  Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord!”


(10)  Ps 135:1, “Praise the Lord!  Praise the name of the Lord; Praise Him, O servants of the Lord.”  Also Ps 113:1.
3.  “all His servants, you who respect Him, the small and the great.’”

a.  The people who are to praise God are now identified.  They are the servants of God.  This excludes Satan, all fallen angels, and all unbelievers of human history.  This is specifically addressed to believers in heaven.  “These who are summoned to worship must be the slaves of God in heaven, because the summons of Rev 18:20 to which this (our verse) responds was addressed to heaven;”
 [that is, to believers in heaven].

b.  Satan, fallen angels, and all unbelievers will never praise God.


(1)  The unbeliever is never going to change their mind about their hatred of God, Rev 9:20-21, “And the rest of mankind [unbelievers], who were not killed by these blows [wounds], did not even change their minds about the works of their hands…  Furthermore they did not change their minds about their murders nor about their drug-induced sorceries nor about their sexual immorality nor about their stealing.”  Compare Rev 16:21, “And then large hailstones weighing about ninety pounds came down from the atmosphere on mankind; and so men blasphemed God because of the plague of hail.”


(2)  This verse also tells us that Phil 2:9-11 only applies to elect angels and believers in Christ, “Therefore also, God [the Father] has exalted Him [Jesus Christ] to the maximum and has graciously bestowed on Him the rank which is over and above every rank, in order that at the command of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of heavenly beings both the ones on earth and the ones under the earth [believers who died before the rapture occurred], and every tongue shall acknowledge from itself that Jesus Christ [is] the Lord resulting in the glory of God the Father.”

c.  The servants of God are only those who respect God.  Those who respect God are those who put their faith, trust, and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ, whether elect angel or human believer.



(1)  Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers need to fear God.



(2)  Those who respect God by believing in Christ having nothing to fear from God.



(3)  A servant of Christ is a believer in Christ.



(3)  A servant of Christ respects Christ.


d.  There are two types of human believers identified as servants of Christ; that is, those who respect God the Father by believing in Christ—the small and the great.  Compare Rev 11:18, “And so the nations were angry.  And then Your anger came [Baptism of Fire].  Also the time [came] for the dead [OT believers] to be judged; that is, to give reward to Your ministers, the prophets [OT believers], and to the saints [Tribulational martyrs] and to those who respect Your person, the insignificant and the important [the small and the great = various classes of people], and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’”


(1)  The small are those who did not make their spiritual life a priority.  The great are those who did.



(2)  The small are those who did not think the Word of God was terribly important in life.  The great are those who did.



(3)   The small are those who lived their life on their agenda.  The great are those who lived their life on God’s agenda.


(4)  The small are those who did not respect the love of God very much.  The great are those who did.



(5)  The small are those believers who lost their greater blessings for time and eternity.  The great are those who did not lose their rewards.  Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward.”



(a)  1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”



(b)  1 Pet 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you.”



(c)  Prov 8:18, “With Me [personification of doctrine] are riches and honor [blessings for time], enduring wealth and prosperity [blessings for the eternal state].”



(d)  2 Tim 4:8, “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”

e.  Ps 115:13, “He [God the Father] will bless those who fear the Lord [God the Son], the small together with the great.”
� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 361.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 362.
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