Rev 19:19



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action of seeing as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast” and referring to the beast out of the sea of Rev 13:1; that is, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the Antichrist.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun BASILEUS with the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the kings of the earth.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun STRATEUMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their armies.”
“And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies,”
 is the appositional/explanatory accusative neuter plural perfect passive participle from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather, assemble, or bring together: having been assembled.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the armies of the kings of the earth received the action of being assembled or gathered together.


The participle is circumstantial and adds an additional thought to describe or define the armies of the kings of the earth.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, or produce.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action of making war in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the armies of the kings of the earth produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating the purpose for which these armies had been assembled.  It can be translated “for the purpose of making.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun POLEMOS, meaning “war” (BDAG, p. 844).

“having been assembled for the purpose of making war”
 is the preposition META plus the ablative of opposition (compare Rev 2:16, “I will make war against them.”) from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMAI, meaning “against the One who sits.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who” and referring to our Lord.


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing the present action of sitting.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—our Lord producing the action of sitting on a horse.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun HIPPOS, meaning “on the horse.”  This is followed by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition META with the ablative of opposition from the neuter singular article, used as a third person singular personal pronoun and noun STARTEUMA, meaning “against His army.”
“against the One who sits on the horse and against His army.”
Rev 19:19 corrected translation
“And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, having been assembled for the purpose of making war against the One who sits on the horse and against His army.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies,”

a.  John now sees another vision.  This vision is a vision of the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire and all the kings of the earth and their armies. 

b.  The beast is the beast out of the sea of Rev 13:1, “And then I saw a beast ascending from the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; that is, on his head [were] ten crowns, and over his heads [were] blasphemous names.”

c.  One of the main purposes of this person is “to make war against the saints and to overcome them,” Rev 13:7.

d.  Making war against those who believe in Christ is tantamount to making war against the Lord himself.


e.  The beast is the Antichrist, and he has influenced and convinced the kings or rulers of the other nations of the earth to raise armies and attack the person of Christ by attacking those who believe in Him.


f.  So John sees the armies of the world assembled in the Middle East for a final attack against Israel; that is, against those who believe in Christ.

2.  “having been assembled for the purpose of making war against the One who sits on the horse and against His army.”

a.  The armies of the kings of the earth have been gathered together or assembled for one reason or purpose—to destroy Christianity from the face of the earth.  Satan wants to forever end Christianity on the earth.  He wants all those who believe in Christ to be annihilated throughout the world.  And the final solution to the problem of Christianity will begin with the destruction of the greatest concentration of believers during the Tribulation—in the nation of Israel.

b.  The assembling of the enemies of our Lord was previously mentioned in Rev 16:14, “for they are demon spirits performing miracles), which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One;” and Rev 16:16, “And then He assembled them in a place, which is called in Hebrew - Armageddon.”

c.  The One who sits on the horse was previously described in Rev 19:11, “And then I saw heaven opened.  And behold, [there was] a white horse.  And the One who is mounted on it is called, ‘Faithful and True’.  Consequently, with justice He judges and He makes war.”

d.  The army of the Lord is the small remnant of believers left in the city of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel, who are fighting for their lives.  The army is not those believers who return with the Lord Jesus Christ, because they are in resurrection bodies and cannot be killed.  The army of the Lord is that tiny army on earth facing millions of unbelievers who have assembled together to wipe them out and end any thought of Christianity on earth.

e.  Satan has motivated this assemblage of unbelievers for this attack on believers, and he has done so through his man of lawlessness, the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire.  Satan is convinced that his only chance of avoiding the lake of fire is to destroy all believers on earth.  Therefore, Satan makes war against those who believe in Christ, which is in effect making war against Christ.

f.  Christ returns at the Second Advent to deliver this remnant of believers who trust in Him and annihilate every single soldier, leader, army commander, and king of all of these armies.

g.  The tiny army of the Lord on earth will be delivered by the victory of the One who sits on the horse.  Ps 2:2-9, “The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, ‘Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!’  He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them.  Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury, saying, ‘But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.’  I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession.  You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.’”
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