Rev 19:17
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action of seeing as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, which can be used two ways here: (1) as an indefinite article, meaning “an angel” or (2) as a “single” entity in the sense of “only one angel;” with the noun AGGELOS, meaning “angel.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular perfect active participle of the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: standing.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the angel produces the action of standing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun HELIOS, meaning “in the sun” and referring to the sunlight.

“And then I saw a single angel standing in the sunlight;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to call or cry out; to shout.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the angel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

The preposition EN is not necessary to convey the sense of the phrase and was added by a scribe.  Next we have the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a loud voice.”  This is followed by the nominative of explanation from the masculine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on as John watches this vision.


The active voice indicates that the angel produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun ORNEON, meaning “to all the birds” (BDAG, p. 724).  With this we have the dative neuter plural articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb PETOMAI, meaning “to fly: flying.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which fly.”

The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes what normally occurs by birds.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; the birds producing the action.

The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular noun MESOURANĒMA, meaning “in midheaven” Rev 8:13; 14:6; 19:17 (BDAG, p. 635).
“and he shouted with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven,”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the adverb DEUTE, which means “come here! come on! mostly as a hortatory particle with an imperative or aorist subjunctive following Mt 28:6; Jn 4:29; 21:12; come! gather Rev 19:17.”
  Then we have the second person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather” (BDAG, p. 962).


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that the birds who fly receive the action of being gathered.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun DEIPNON with the neuter singular article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “to the great feast/dinner” (BDAG, p. 215).  Finally, we have the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”
“‘Come, be gathered to the great feast from God,”
Rev 19:17 corrected translation
“And then I saw a single angel standing in the sunlight; and he shouted with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, ‘Come, be gathered to the great feast from God,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw a single angel standing in the sunlight;”

a.  The next thing John sees is an angel standing in the sunlight.  The sunlight represents the victory of God in this phase of the angelic conflict.  The fact the angel is standing represents the victory of Jesus Christ at the end of His second advent.

b.  The importance of this sunlight is the fact that the battle of Armageddon is finished and the war is over.

c.  Prior to the second advent of Christ there is a supernatural darkness over the earth.  This supernatural darkness is mentioned several times in Scripture.  (See the doctrine below.)

d.  The rest of this verse mentions the great feast of all the dead bodies that result from our Lord’s killing of His enemies on the battlefield of Armageddon.


e.  The supernatural darkness is over.  The sunlight is shining brightly again.  John sees this angel standing in the sunlight because the supernatural darkness prior to the Second Advent is finished.  The second advent of Christ has come to enlighten everything.

f.  On the day of the Second Advent, there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire face of the earth.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.



(1)  Zech 14:6, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”


(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it [Jerusalem] in that day [Second Advent] like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress [among the invading armies], even the light is darkened by its clouds.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.



(3)  Isa 13:9‑10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be dark when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds [the clouds that block out the light] and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.



(5)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow the trumpet of Zion and sound an alarm on My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people [the invading armies]; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  Joel 2:10‑11, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”  The royal family and elect angels are behind Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.



(6)  Zech 14:7, “For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord [God the Father], not day, not night; but it will come to pass at the time of the evening there will be light.”  There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies.



(7)  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration—Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline].”


(8)  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”


(9)  Ezek 32:7‑8.  Jesus Christ will cover the heavens with supernatural darkness.


(10)  Amos 5:18 says the day of the Lord is darkness.


(11)  Mt 24:29.  The sun will be darkened; the moon will not reflect its light; and the stars will fall from heaven.


(12)  Joel 3:15-16.


(13)  Rev 6:12.


(14)  Lk 21:25‑27.


g.  This angel represents the fact that this phase of the angelic conflict is over.

h.  This angel is also a messenger angel, who relays a command from the Creator to a portion of His creatures—carnivorous birds (vultures, eagles, hawks, etc).
2.  “and he shouted with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven,”

a.  The angel then shouts with a loud voice, just like the angels in:



(1)  Rev 7:2, “And then I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun [the east], having the seal of the living God, and calling out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was given to them to damage the land and the sea.”


(2)  Rev 8:13, “And then I saw and heard a single eagle, flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, ‘Woe, woe, woe toward the inhabitants on the earth because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet from the three angels who are about to sound their trumpet.’”


(3)  Rev 10:1…3, “And then I saw another powerful angel, coming down from heaven, …and he cried out with a loud voice, just as a lion roars.”


(4)  Rev 14:6…7, “And then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, …continually saying with a loud voice,”


(5)  Rev 14:9, “And then another angel, the third one, followed them and kept saying with a loud voice,”


(6)  Rev 14:15, “And then another angel came out of the temple, calling out with a loud voice…”


(7)  Rev 14:18, “And then another angel who has authority over fire came out from the altar, and he called out with a loud voice…”

b.  However, this angel’s command is not given to other angels or to mankind in heaven or believers on earth, or even to John, but to the carrion or carnivorous birds of our Lord’s animal creation.

c.  These birds will immediately obey and clean up the battlefield.


d.  Midheaven refers here to the atmosphere above the earth.  It obviously does not refer to the stellar universe, where there is no air for birds to breath or necessary to provide the air pressure (lift) necessary for flight.

3.  “‘Come, be gathered to the great feast from God,”

a.  The command of the angel is now given.  This command is obviously from the throne room of God and is being echoed by this elect angel.  At the same time that Satan is gathering together the armies of the world for the destruction of believers, God is gathering together the carrion birds of the world to feast on the impending dead bodies of those armies.


b.  Carrion birds are summoned from all over the world to the Middle East to the battlefield of Armageddon.

c.  Millions upon millions of dead soldiers now exist on the battlefield of Armageddon and the extended regions up to 184 miles away.  All of them have been killed by the word of God from the Word of God, Jesus Christ.

d.  There are dead bodies all over Israel and the surrounding nations, who have permitted foreign armies to march upon Israel.  Jesus Christ has destroyed them all, and now His faithful animal kingdom ‘garbage-men’ will clean up the battlefield.


e.  The massive eating of these dead bodies will be a victory feast for the animal kingdom.  Even the animal kingdom will join in the victory celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  This great feast comes from the source of the Lord Jesus Christ, and He not only provides His protection for Israel, but logistical grace food for a portion of His animal kingdom that has suffered under the satanic rule of the Antichrist and False Prophet.


g.  Ezek 39:17-20, “As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God, ‘Speak to every kind of bird and to every beast of the field, “Assemble and come, gather from every side to My sacrifice which I am going to sacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood.  You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, as though they were rams, lambs, goats and bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan.  So you will eat fat until you are glutted, and drink blood until you are drunk, from My sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you.  You will be glutted at My table with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all the men of war,” declares the Lord God.’”

h.  “To remain unburied for the pleasure of the predators was considered by the ancients to be an ignominious fate.  The scene is one of universal dishonor and destruction.”


i.  “There will be two great messianic banquets at the eschaton [Second Advent]: the feast with the Lamb for the saints and the feast on the sinners for the carrion birds.  The saints will partake of the great banquet, and the sinners [unbelievers] will be the great banquet!”
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