Rev 19:14
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 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun STRATEUMA, meaning “the armies.”  The article TA which follows is not necessary and may have been added by a scribe, in order to ensure that readers understood that the following prepositional phrase (‘in heaven’) was connected with the neuter plural noun STRATEUMA.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in heaven.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous action in past time.


The active voice indicates that the armies in heaven produced the action of following our Lord in His second advent.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the masculine plural noun HIPPOS with the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “on white horses.”
“And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses,”
 is the explanatory nominative from the masculine plural perfect middle participle of the verb ENDUW, which means “in the middle voice: to put any kind of thing on oneself, clothe oneself in, put on, wear Mt 6:25; Lk 12:22; Lk 8:27; Mk 6:9; Acts 12:21; Rom 13:12; Eph 6:11; 14; 1 Thes 5:8; Rev 19:14.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the existing state of a past, completed action.


The indirect middle voice indicates the personal responsibility of the person performing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective BUSSINOS, meaning “fine linen” with the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “white” and the adjective KATHAROS, meaning “clean or pure.”
“being clothed with pure, white, fine linen.”
Rev 19:14 corrected translation
“And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses, being clothed with pure, white, fine linen.”
Explanation:

1.  “And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses,”

a.  The next thing John saw was the armies of other beings who return with Christ at His second advent.  Note the plural.  There is more than one army.


b.  There is at least an angelic army and a human army.

c.  These two groups are further subdivided into three major army groups.



(1)  The army of elect angels.  Ps 103:21; 148:2; Lk 2:13; Acts 7:42; Mt 13:41; 16:27; 24:31; 25:30-31; Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26; 2 Thes 1:7.  The elect angels are part of the supporting army because of the judgment against the fallen angels now operational on the earth.  Zech 14:5, “The Lord my God will come, and all His holy ones [the angelic host] with Him.”


(2)  The army of Church Age believers.



(3)  The army of Old Testament believers and tribulational martyrs.  Rev 17:14, “These will wage war against the Lamb, and yet the Lamb will conquer them, because He is ‘the Lord over lords and the King over kings’; furthermore, those [who are] with Him [are] invited and selected and faithful.”

d.  These armies are riding on the same kind of horse our Lord rides, Rev 19:11, “And then I saw heaven opened.  And behold, [there was] a white horse.  And the One who is mounted on it is called, ‘Faithful and True’.  Consequently, with justice He judges and He makes war.”

e.  The white horses that we ride on, which match the white horse that our Lord rides on, identify those who have trusted in Christ with the Lord Jesus Christ.  White is a color often associated with salvation in Scripture.

f.  The fact that we follow the Lord indicates our faith, trust, and confidence in Him, as illustrated by His invitation during His first advent, “Follow Me”: Mt 4:19; 8:22; 9:9; 10:38; 16:24; 19:21, 28; Jn 21:19, 22 and many other passages.

g.  Anti-literal interpreters of Scripture deny the possibility that these horses are real, because so many billons of them would be required.  They do not accept the ability of God to create so many animals of exactly the same kind so quickly.  However, the billions of elect angels came from the hand of God simultaneously; therefore, it is no problem for horses to do so.


h.  If these are literal horses, and there is nothing in this passage to suggest that they are not, then this tells us that there are definitely animals in heaven, and we will all at least have a pet horse.


i.  The act of following the Lord indicates our total submission to the authority of the Lord as our Commander.
2.  “being clothed with pure, white, fine linen [the ultimate sanctification of a resurrection body].”

a.  The followers of Christ are described as clothed in a pure, white, fine linen garment.  For human beings this is the resurrection body of ultimate sanctification.  Being dressed in fine white linen was an honor even as far back as the second millennia B.C. when Pharaoh dressed Joseph in fine white linen, Gen 41:42.

b.  Angels are also clothed in pure, white garments according to Mt 28:2-3, “And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.”  Compare Jn 20:12; Acts 1:10.  Also remember Rev 15:6, “And then the seven angels having the seven plagues came out of the temple, clothed in pure bright linen, and girded across the chest with a golden belt.”

c.  This white garment is the same white garment on the resurrection body of our Lord in transfiguration, Mt 17:2, “And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.”  Compare Lk 9:29.

d.  Elect angels and all believers will be dressed in the same uniform of white that identifies them with the Lord and indicates their purification from sin, good, and evil.


e.  This uniform is like the robe of our Lord, mentioned in Rev 1:13, “and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man, being dressed in a robe reaching to His feet, and being girded around His chest with a golden sash.”

f.  We have already seen in Rev 19:7b-8 that our Lord’s bride [the Church] has prepared herself by being clothed in pure, shining, fine linen.  Therefore, we know that this army is certainly composed of members of the Church.


g.  You may have hated the army on earth, but if you are a believer in Christ, you will be a part of His army in heaven for the Armageddon campaign.  You will be in your resurrection body and wearing the white military uniform of the heavenly army.
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