Rev 19:11



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action of seeing as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “heaven,” and referring to the third heaven, the abode of God.  With this we have the accusative masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open” and in the passive voice “to be opened.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the heaven received the action of being opened.


The participle is circumstantial, describing a characteristic of heaven.  It is translated “opened.”
“And then I saw heaven opened.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the demonstrative particle IDOU, which draws attention to what follows and is translated “behold, notice, etc.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HIPPOS and the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “a white horse.”  There is a probable ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there was].”
“And behold, [there was] a white horse.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to be seated,” but when used of a rider on a horse, it means “to be mounted” on a horse.

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on right then as John saw this vision.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, our Lord producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on it.”  This is followed by the appositional/explanatory nominative masculine singular present passive participle from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that the rider on the horse receives the action of being called something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, meaning “trustworthy, Faithful, dependable” (BDAG, p. 820).  With this we have the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “True.”
“And the One who is mounted on it is called, ‘Faithful and True’.”
 is the use of the conjunction KAI to indicate a result, and is translated “And so; And as a result; or Consequently.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means or manner from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning either “by means of righteousness” or “with the quality, state, or practice of judicial responsibility with focus on fairness: justice, equitableness, fairness Heb 7:2; 11:33; Acts 17:31; Rev 19:11.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “He judges.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that is always true.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb POLEMEW, which means “to wage or make war.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present, which presents the action as always existing.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact that the Lord Jesus Christ makes war against those who deserve it.

“Consequently, with justice He judges and He makes war.”
Rev 19:11 corrected translation
“And then I saw heaven opened.  And behold, [there was] a white horse.  And the One who is mounted on it is called, ‘Faithful and True’.  Consequently, with justice He judges and He makes war.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw heaven opened.”

a.  The next thing that happens is that John sees another vision.  This vision is a vision of something in heaven rather than on the earth.

b.  John sees the second heaven pulled back and is able to look directly into the third heaven, the abode of God and the elect angels.

c.  This is similar to:



(1)  Mt 3:16, “After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him.”



(2)  Jn 1:51, “And He said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.’”
 

(3)  Stephen, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and ﻿the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”


(4)  This is similar to Peter seeing the sky opened and sheet full of animals coming down in Acts 10:11.



(5)  Rev 4:1, “After these things I looked, and behold an opened door in heaven.”

d.  John sees the second advent of Christ.  This is also described in:



(1)  Zech 14:3-7, “Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.  You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!  In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”


(2)  Mt 24:27-31, “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.  Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.  But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”
2.  “And behold, [there was] a white horse.”

a.  Then John sees a white horse.  The white horse represents the military victory of our Lord Jesus Christ in triumphal procession.


(1)  The color white represents our Lord’s holiness and purity in His activity of making war against the arrogant.



(2)  The horse represents His omnipotence or power in making war against the arrogant.


b.  The dictator of the Revived Roman Empire also rides a white horse to counterfeit the activity of the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 6:2, “And then I looked, and behold, [there was] a white horse, and the one sitting on it [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] had a bow [military capability] and a crown [dictatorship] was given to him.  In fact he went out for the purpose of conquering; that is, in order that he might conquer.”
3.  “And the One who is mounted on it is called, ‘Faithful and True’.”

a.  The rider on the white horse is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Two of His attributes are emphasized here as characterizing Him.


(1)  Our Lord is always faithful, as declared in:




(a)  Rom 3:3, “What, then, is the situation?  If certain ones refuse to believe and they do, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?”



(b)  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by means of Whom you were called for the purpose of fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”



(c)  1 Cor 10:13, “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”



(d)  Eph 3:12, “through Whom we have courage and access with confidence because of His faithfulness.”



(e)  1 Thes 5:24, “Faithful is the One who calls you, He will also accomplish it.”



(f)  2 Thes 3:3, “Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”



(g)  2 Tim 2:13, “If (let us assume this to be true for the sake of argument) we are unfaithful [reversionistic], that One remains faithful, for He is not able to disown Himself.”



(h)  Heb 3:5, “Now on the one hand Moses [was] faithful in all His house as a servant as the proof of those things which would be spoken, but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”



(i)  Heb 10:23, “Let us hold fast our acknowledgment of confidence without wavering, for He who promised [is] faithful.”



(j)  Rev 3:14, “And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Ruler over the creation of God communicates these things.”


(2)  Our Lord is also true.  This refers to His truthfulness, His veracity.




(a)  Rev 3:7, “And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: The Holy One, the Truthful One, …says these things.”



(a)  This title was used of Him by tribulational martyrs in Rev 6:10, “Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’”



(b)  Rev 15:3, “And then they sing the hymn of Moses, the servant of God; that is, the hymn about the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvelous [are] Your works, O Lord, God, Omnipotent One!  Righteous and true [are] Your ways, O King of the Nations!”


(3)  Both of these concepts were summarized in Rev 16:5-7, “And then I heard the angel in charge of the waters, saying, ‘You are just, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, The Holy One, because You have judged these things, because they have shed the blood of the saints and the prophets, and so you have given them blood to drink; they deserve [it].’  And then I heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, O Lord God Almighty; Your punishments [are] correct and just.’”


(4)  Rev 19:1-2a, “After these things I heard what sounded like the loud sound of a huge throng in heaven saying, ‘Praise the Lord.  Salvation [deliverance] and glory and power belong to our God, because His judgments [are] true and righteous.”
4.  “Consequently, with justice He judges and He makes war.”

a.  Since Jesus Christ is faithful and trustworthy, He will judge and make war against those who deserve it with justice.

b.  Our Lord makes war against the arrogant, Jam 4:6, and this certainly includes Satan, the fallen angels, the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the False Prophet, all unbelievers of human history, and all degenerate believers.

c.  Our Lord often judges peoples, nations, groups of people within a nation, etc. by the use of warfare.  When He does so, He always does so in justice and righteousness.

d.  Warfare is not sinful or evil, when it comes from the Lord.  If the Lord makes war with justice, righteousness, and fairness, then it is what the recipients deserved and there is no evil in it.  Some wars are right and the right thing to do.  Those who are ‘anti-war’ often find themselves in a situation of being anti-Christ, who is making war against some arrogant group of people.


e.  Often God uses human agents to make war against a sinful, evil client nation that is suppose to represent Him, but is not doing so.

f.  However, in our passage, Jesus Christ will personally make war against Satan, the fallen angels, the Antichrist, the False Prophet, and all of their followers.  Our Lord will do so with justice and faithfulness as He judges those who have become so arrogant that they have attacked His servants and refuse to stop murdering them.  Our Lord makes war to protect His own people, which is always a completely just reason to go to war.
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