Rev 18:9
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KLAIW (BDAG, p. 545), which means “to weep, cry, or wail for.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the rulers of the world will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the connective KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb KOPTW (BDAG, p. 559), which means “to beat one’s breast; to mourn.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the subject personally producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “over her” and referring to the city of Babylon/Rome.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun BASILEUS with the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the rulers of the earth.”  Then we have the appositional/explanatory nominative from the masculine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb PORNEUW (BDAG, p. 854), which means “to fornicate.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, “who.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the rulers of the earth produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb STRENIAW, which means “to live in luxury, live sensually” as we had in Rev 18:7.  The morphology of the verb is the same as the previous participle.  The single article governing these two participle is a clear case of the Granville-Sharp rule—two descriptions or aspects of the same event.  With these participles we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with her.”
“And then the rulers of the earth, who fornicated and lived sensuously with her, will weep and mourn over her”
 is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when,” followed by the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb BLEPW, which means “they see.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event or present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the rulers of the earth produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HOTAN in temporal clauses, indicating the indefinite time of the action.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KAPNOS, meaning “the smoke.”  Finally, we have the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun PURWSIS (BDAG, p. 900) with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from her burning.”  Here the burning is the entire city in flames, which is really a conflagration or inferno.
“when they see the smoke from her conflagration,”
Rev 18:9 corrected translation
“And then the rulers of the earth, who fornicated and lived sensuously with her, will weep and mourn over her, when they see the smoke from her conflagration,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the rulers of the earth, who fornicated and lived sensuously with her, will weep and mourn over her,”

a.  The angel continues his proclamation, noting what the rulers of the earth do when they see the destruction of the city of Rome from this nuclear holocaust.

b.  The rulers of the rest of the nations of the earth other than the Antichrist and his allies will weep, cry, wail, and mourn over the destruction of Rome.

c.  There are probably many reasons for their lamentation, but the two most important reasons are given here as their fornication with her and their sumptuous lifestyle with her.



(1)  The fornication here is not literal fornication, since it is impossible to have sex with a city.



(2)  Rather, the fornication is their spiritual fornication with the ecumenical religious system.



(3)  The rulers of the world paid dearly for the privilege of being a part of the ecumenical religious system, and now all that investment has gone up in smoke.



(4)  The rulers of the world also profited financially from the ecumenical religious system, and now that it is destroyed so is a huge source of income for them.


(5)  The rulers of the world also bought into the religious system of Rome, from which they would derive political power in the joining of church and state.  Now that the headquarters of the ecumenical church is gone, so is the influence and power they derive from that association.



(6)  In addition, the rulers of the earth lived a lifestyle of luxury, pleasure, and opulence from their association with the ecumenical religion.  Rome’s demand for raw materials, goods, services, travel to Rome, and many other sources of income were gone.  Therefore, the ability to share in the opulent lifestyle of the city is gone.



(7)  “The close connection between idolatry and economic prosperity was a fact of life in Asia Minor of John’s time, where allegiance to both Caesar and the patron gods of the trade guilds was essential for people to maintain good standing in their trades.  Local and regional political leaders had to support this system to keep their offices and the economic benefits that came with their high positions.”


d.  The source of power, influence, wealth, pleasure, and a luxurious lifestyle is now gone forever.


e.  Never more true was our Lord’s teaching in Mt 16:26, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” and Lk 12:15, “Then He said to them, ‘Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.’”
2.  “when they see the smoke from her conflagration,”

a.  The other rulers of the earth will see the smoke from the conflagration and inferno that use to be the city of Rome.

b.  Whether they see it on some worldwide television network or whether they are outside of the city of Rome for a ecumenical meeting of world religion or a meeting of the ‘united nations’ does not matter.  By some means and method the leaders of the earth will be assembled together and be eyewitnesses to the destruction of the city of Rome.

c.  This destruction of the city of Rome by the Antichrist and his allies coincides with God’s bowl judgment of Rev 16:19, “And then the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”  And since this bowl judgment occurs near the end of Tribulation, it probably occurs just prior to the second advent of Christ.
� Beale, p. 905.
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